BORROWED FROM 'y
THE CONSERVATION DEPT,
: _FAIRFIELD, CT

e

LAKE MOHEGAN OPEN SPACE AREA
MULTIPLE USE MANAGEMENT PLAN

 FAIRFIELD CONSERVATION COMMISSION
Fairfield, Connecticut :

Prepared By:

~ L.R. Johnston Associates
" - Westport, Connecticut

January 1990







i }

Ls ¥

PREFACE TO MANAGEMENT PLAN

LAKE MOHEGAN OPEN SPACE AREA
MULTIPLE USE MANAGEMENT PLAN

THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS THE LAKE MOHEGAN OPEN SPACE AREA MULTIPLE USE -
MANAGEMENT PLAN ADOPTED BY THE FAIRFIELD CONSERVATION COMMISSION ON
JANUARY 18, 1990. THE PLAN WAS FORMULATED UNDER THE DIRECTION OF THE .
CONSERVATION COMMISSION IN FURTHERANCE OF THE COMMISSION'S POWERS
AND RESPONSIBILITIES ESTABLISHED BY SECTION 7-131A OF THE CONNECTICUT

* GENERAL STATUTES AND SECTION TIE.9 OF THE FAIRFIELD- MUNICIPAL

CHARTER. PUBLIC INPUT WAS SOUGHT AND RECEIVED THROUGHOUT THE
COURSE OF PLAN FORMULATION AND THE COMMISSION HELD A PUBLIC HEARING
ON AUGUST 15, 1989, TO HEAR PUBLIC COMMENTS REGARDING THE FINAL PLAN.
THE PLAN IS ONE OF A SERIES OF CONSERVATION COMMISSION PLANS FOR
MANAGING "OPEN SPACE" LAND IN THE TOWN OF FAIRFIELD. IT IS INTENDED
THAT THESE PLANS WILL ULTIMATELY BE TIED TOGETHER AND INCORPORATED
INTO A TOWN-WIDE PLAN FOR THE USE AND CONSERVATION OF FAIRFIELD’S

.OPEN SPACE RESOURCES.

THE LAKE MOHEGAN OPEN SPACE AREA MULTIPLE USE MANAGEMENT PLAN
CONTAINS GOALS, OBJECTIVES AND RECOMMENDATIONS FOR USE OF THE LAKE

.MOHEGAN OPEN SPACE AREA FOR "RECREATIONAL AND CONSERVATION®

PURPOSES DEFINED IN SECTION 7-131C OF THE CONNECTICUT GENERAL
STATUTES. FUTURE DECISIONS OF THE CONSERVATION COMMISSION PERTAINING

- TO MANAGEMENT OF THE LAKE MOHEGAN OPEN SPACE AREA MUST BE

CONSISTENT WITH THE PLAN’S GOALS AND OBJECTIVES. ‘' THE MANAGEMENT

'RECOMMENDATIONS WILL GUIDE ACTIONS.  OF THE TOWN’'S CONSERVATION

DEPARTMENT TO MAINTAIN AND ENHANCE THE AREA FOR RECREATIONAL USE
AND CONSERVATION PURPOSES

THE PLAN SHOULD BE REVIEWED ANNUALLY BY THE CONSERVATION

COMMISSION TO MONITOR THE STATUS OF ITS IMPLEMENTATION, AND IT
SHOULD BE UPDATED AS NECESSARY' TO RESPOND TO CHANGING CONDITIONS
AFFECTING THE LAKE MOHEGAN OPEN SPACE AREA. PREPARATION OF A TOWN-
WIDE' PLAN FOR MANAGING OPEN SPACE RESOURCES MAY ALSO REQUIRE
MODIFICATION OF THIS PLAN." PRIOR TO ANY SUBSTANTIVE PLAN CHANGES,

"HOWEVER, A PUBLIC HEARING SHALL BE HELD BY THE CONSERVATION

COMMISSION TO RECEIVE- TESTIMONY ON THE PROPOSED PLAN CHANGES.
PUBLIC COMMENTS REGARDING USE OF THE LAKE MOHEGAN OPEN SPACE AREA

" AND IMPLEMENTATION OF THE MANAGEMENT PLAN MAY BE PRESENTED TOTHE .

CONSERVATION COMMISSION AT ANY TIME.

LR
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INTRODUCTION AND
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Flgura O Entry to Lake Mohegan Open Space Area trom Old Morehouse Highway
' looking north.. -




I-2 . Part I: Inroduction and Summary

PROJECT OVERVIEW

This Multiple Use Management Plan for the Lake Mohegan Open Space Area is the second
in aseries of management plans being prepared for open space parcels .in the Town of
Fairfield. The intent of the plan is to identify existing and potential resources, uses and

problems on the Lake Mohegan Open Space Area and to propose a rmultiple use -

management program which combines conservanon recreation, education, historic and safety
interests. '

~ The Lake Mohegan Open Space Area has been managed by the Fairfield Conservatxon’

Depanmcnt since the. initial and largest tract of the open space area wa$ acquired by the

Town in 1967. The swimming beach has been managed by the Fairfield Park Commission. -

Until now, management has been performed without an overall, long-range plan to guide

management decisions and actions. The development, adoption and use of this long-range,
multiple use management plan will enable the Town to better meet the needs of Fairfield -

residents and to optlmlze the Town’s investment in this propcrty while mamtammg, and in
some 1nstances 1mprovmg, the area’s natural features

This management- plan utilizes and builds upon two- pr_evious. feport_s as.‘-we_ll as the
knowledge and experience of the Conservation Department’s staff. The previous reports
that provided much useful information are: (1)a1971 rcport by a team of graduate students

at the Yale School of Forestry, The Pine Creek a iver Watersheds, Fairfield,

Connecticut: an Ecological Guide to Open Space Lé_gg se; and'(2) a 1987 report by the
King’s'Mark Environmental Review Team, Lake M ohegan Open Space ce Area, Fairfield,

Connecticut.

The rnanagcment plan is divided into six.n:iajor sections. Section I provides a brief -

introduction to and overview of the Lake Mohegan Open Space Area; Section II describes

"the natural resources and features of the site; and Section III identifies current uses of the -

site and existing and potential problems that have been identified. Based on the information
provided in Sections I through III, management goals and recommcndatlons for meeting

those goals were developed and are described in Sections IV through VI. Section IV
describes management recommendations for different types of uses- that apply generally -

throughout the site; Section V provides detailed descriptions and management

recommendations for each of 12 managemcnt units; and Section VI suggests a timetable and

cost esumates for implementing plan recommendatlons

~

.
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SITE OVERVIEW AND PLAN SUMMARY

The Lake Mohegan Open Space Area consists of approximately 170 acres.and is located in
- the northeast portion of the Town, between Morehouse Highway and the western edge of
the North Stratfield section of Fairfield (see Map 1). The open space area includes Lake
Mohegan, a small pond, a ségmient of the Mill River, upland forest, meadow and open field,

wetlands, and a developed beach and swimming area. ' - - o

The area currently supports- passive, single participant and unorganized recreational
activities, including fishing, picnicking, birdwatching and hiking. The beach and swimming
area is the only supervised fresh water swimming area in Town and is heavily used. The
beach and swimming area and adjacent parking lot (about 5 acres) are operated and

maintained by the Park Commission. The remainder of the Lake Mohegan Open Space

Area is operated and maintained by the Conservation Department.

The Town purchased the first part of the Lake Mohegan Open Space Area — a.118.6 acre
tract — in 1967. Four additional segments have been added since that time, and the total
area is now approximately 170 acres: Deed restrictions and open space agreements with the
Connecticut Department of Environmental Protection impose some use limitations on major
portions of the open space area. ' S '

Because of its location, size, and natural diversity, the Lake Mohegan Open Space Area
offers a great variety of recreational, educational and wildlife habitat uses. Much of the land
inicluded in the open space area has been substantially altered by a gravel mining operation
that occupied the site for many years. ‘The 17-acre Lake Mohegan and a small pond in-the
northeast corner of the site were both created as a result of the gravel mining operation.
The gradual recovery — both natural and man-induced — from conditions that existed
immediately following cessation of gravel mining is a major factor in the development of the
present open space area. - . . ; '

An extensive system of trails and roads exists throughout the open space area, and this trail
system is the focus of much of the recreational activity which takes place on the site. - Trails
and roads vary in length, quality, and degree of difficulty. Trails that lead around Lake
‘Mohegan, along the edge of the Mill River and to a short section of rapids in the river
(known as the Cascades) receive the greatest use. Other trails that run along the slopes on
the east and west sides of the river and lake receive relatively less use. - h
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Part I: Inmroducrion and Summary I-5

Major non-trail related activities include picnicking and fishing, as well as swimming at the
designated beach area. Although the greatest activity takes place during the summer
months, the area is actively used year-round and is one of the most popular of the Town'’s
open space properties. . . -

‘Only one or two major problems have been identified regarding the use and maintenance

of the Lake Mohegan Open Space Area. Perhaps the most urgent need is to replace the

footbridge over the Mill River in.the northern portion of the property, just upstream-from

the Cascades.! This footbridge, which was removed during the winter of 1988-89 due to

deteriorated support beams, is the only means of crossing the river during most of the year.

Absence of the bridge limits use of the area for most visitors. (Those who do not mind
wading can safely cross the river at many locations except during periods of very high water)..

- The second méjor problem is the spillway at the sbuthwest end of Lake Mohegan, where the

Mill River exits the lake. This spillway is composed of rubble, is susceptible to being washed
out during & major flood, and provides no means of controlling lake levels. Downstream
residents have expressed concern about the safety of this spillway. I

Other problems exist on .the open space. area, but ‘generally do not pose -serious safety
concerns Or excessive use restrictions. Among the most widespread problems are areas of
erosion and excess wetness along many of the trails. These trail conditions, particularly the
wet areas, limit use of the trails for some visitors, and resuit in the creation.of secondary or
bypass trails. Development of additional trails is undesireable since the area already has an
excess of trails in some sections. -Most trails also have some sections with relatively steep

‘grades, again posing limitations.for some users, particularly the handicapped and elderly.

Manag’emept ac’tivit}ies of the Conservation Depértment have speeded the natural recovery
from the degraded conditions around Lake Mohegan that resulted from gravel. mining.
Planting of vegetation, especially evergreens, and annual mowing of selected. areas to
maintain open fields have increased both the visual attractivenes of the area and its value

for wildlife habitat. The construction, in 1969, of a short road (Picnic Aréa Access Road) -
that allows users easy access from Morehouse Highway to the north end of Lake Mohegan,

the western side of the Mill River, and the Cascades, has greatly increased use of the open
space drea. Picnic tables and grills located beside the river with a view of the lake generate
heavy useage, but limited parking causes congestion on the access road and contributes to
erosion. ' ' ‘

‘4 Several recommendations included in this plan, including replacement of the footbridge over the
Mill River, have been fully or partally implemented between the time this plan was first drafied and
irs ultimate co’mpleuion. Since implementtion is an On-going activity, no awempt has been made
o identify the actons that have already been carried out '
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The Conservation Department performs regular maintenance activities such as trail clearing, _
debris removal, and vegetation management. The Park Commission supervises activities at
the swimming beach between the Memorial Day and Labor Day weekends and maintains
the concession building and other facilities at the swimming area. ' : ' -

Continuation of recent management practices would serve the open space area reasonably

well. - However, some improvements and changes are needed to avoid ]ong—term -
" deterioration resulting from- the impacts of heavy and increasing user activity as-well ‘as
changes in natural processes. In addition, the Lake Mohegan Open Space Area offers
excellent opportunities for enhanced recreational opportunities and wildlife management. -

This plan rt_:'cornmcnds three principai management objectives:

L enhance opportunities for passive recreation
L4 ‘protect and-enhance existing natural features and resources
* dei.relop educational programs

The main recommendanons from achlevmg these Ob_]CCtIVCS can be grouped in the following _
categories: '

e  Provide an upgradcd road and trail system con51st1ng of main tralls, paths, and
emergency/mamtcnancc roads.

® '~ Replace the bridge over the Mill River and add a second bridge over the Mill vaer
adjacent to the Picnic Area.

L | Expand and upgrade selected trails and facilities to provide handicapped access.
° Improve vegetatidn management to enhance wildlife habitat.
e Enhance fisheries’ habntat.

® . Replace the Mxll vaer splllway with an unprovcd spnllway that will permxt control
_over lake water levels.

®.  Enhance exlstmg'wetlands and small watercourses.

° Provide additional parking.

® ' Develop educational opportunities for studying natural resources on site,
L Impro;fc boundary management. |

The plan includes dozens of site specific recomendations that can be implemented over a
number of years. ' '
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NATURAL RESOURCES
INVENTORY AND EVALUATION

Figure 22 Aerial view of Lake Mohegan Open Spacé Area, Iooking south.
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LAND USE AND CHANGES

In the 1600s, before Fairfield was settled, the area now comprising the Lake Mohegan Open

Space Area was covered with a forest of hemlock and northern hardwoods. Theére was no

lake. at that time, and the Mill River flowed. along the base .of. the hill- that is now .the
western shore of Lake Mohcgan Since pre-Colonial days, a dam at Easton reservoir has
lowered the volume of water in the river.

Following settlement of the area in the 1600s, farming was extensive. A 1934 aerial photo
indicates that open farm fields covered the area where Lake Mohegan: has. since been
created. Old stone and wire fence remains are present throughout the site. During the
1800s, this- area was famous for spring water. The Mohican Springs Botthng Company
bottled spring water and seld it throughout the country. The bottling company and others

_ developed guest houses and hotels for visitors seeking the health effects of the spring water.
No known remnants of the bottling company and resort buildings remain within the open

_space area.. One or two spring wells are located on the open space property, but 1t has not.
been determmed if these were part of the Mohican Springs operation.

During the early and mid-1900s the area to the east of the Mill River was excavated for

gravel; much of thé material being used in the construction of the Merritt Parkway. Before

the Town acquired the land, the gravel dike between the river and the excavation pit was
removed, allowing the river to flood the pit, forming the body of water that is now Lake
Mohegan. A much smaller pond (designated as North Pond) in the northeast corner of the
open space area was also created by gravel excavation. Two other small ponds, located just
north of the open space area and south of the Merritt Parkway, are also the result of gravel
mining. The main office building used by the gravel mining operation remains.” This
building — located upslope from the southeast corner of Lake Mohegan — is now owned
by the Town and rented to a Town employee.

Farming, gravel mining and other land use practices have ehmmated the ongmal forests and
created three distinct types of upland vegetation: areas with a-continuous forest cover,
primarily deciduous trees; non-forested ‘areas of shrubs and herbaceous plants; and open
meadows. . :

Much of the area surroundmg the open space land has now been developed for single famlly
homes. The Merritt Parkway is located north of the open space area and the right-of-way
for the Merritt Parkway forms the northern boundary. The General Electric Corporation
headquarters is located adjacent to the northeast corner of the open space property. As
described below, the GE corporation has had a major, beneficial impact on the Lake
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Mohcgan' Open Space Area.

The Lake Mohegan Open Space Area now comprises approximately 170.5 acres, acquired
in five separate parcels between 1967 and 1985 (see Map 2). The first and largest
acquisition was in September 1967, when 118.6 acres (known as the Greenawalt parcel) were

acquired using a combination of Town funds and a grant from the state. This parcel -

includes Lake Mohegan and all land on both sides of the lake and the Mill River, extending
from the southern boundary of the-open space area north to just above the road leading to
the picnic area. From the center line of the Mill River eastward, the parcel extends further
north to just south of North Pond. Because of the state funds used for acquisition, the Town
entered into an agreement with the state to maintain the land for recreation and
conservation purposes.! o '

In 1974, three additional parcels were added to. the open space area. The largest of these
was 30 acres donated by the General Electric Corporation. This parcel extended the open
space area north to the Merritt Parkway right-of-way,? and included North Pond, the Mill
River north of the Cascades, and land west of the Mill River. Deed restrictions on this
parcel require that the land “be retained in its WHd and natural state and ... dedicated to the
preservation of the natural beauty and native flora and. fauna...” for a period of 50 years.
Vehicles, hunting, camping, picnicking, swimming, boating, excavation, and land fill are all
prohibited during this 50-year period. - '
Two additional parcels of 10.4 and 2.1 acres (referred to as the Hornbeck parcels) were also
acquired in 1974. The larger parcel includés the western side of the Mill River to just north’
of the Cascades. Both parcels extend westward to Old Morehouse Highway. The Town
received a grant (Land and Water Conservation Fund) from the state to help acquire this
land, and consequently entered into an agreement similar to the one on the Greenawalt
parcel ‘ : -

! - Refer o Appcnd:x A for details on deed and agreement restrictions.

2 Two small triangles of land adjacent to the Merritr Packway right-of-way were remined by the GE
Corporation. One parcel of about 15,900 square feer begins about 150 feet from Morehouse
. Highway. The second parcel is about 2,500 square feet and is immediately west of the main GE
property and includes the section of the Mill River south of the Merritt Parkway right-of-way. Refer

10 Appendix A for details on these parcels. ) ) A
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The final parcel was added to the open space area in 19852 The General Electric
Corporation contributed funds that enabled the Town to acquire 9.3 acres (known as the
Nemeth parcel) adjacent to Old Morehouse Highway, Morehouse Highway and the Merritt
Parkway right-of-way. Although no deed restrictions apply to this property, GE did require
as a condition of its gift of the purchase price that the property be restricted to use as part
of the open'space program of the Town and that hunting, camping, picnicking, excavation,
land fill and use of motor vehicles be prohibited for a period of forty years.* -Additional

‘restriction apply within the CL&P right-of-way which crossés this parcel as well as portions

of the two Homnbeck parcels and the Greenawalt parcel. A major transmission line extends .
the lerigth of this 80 foot-wide right-of-way. CL&P requires that the right-of-way be kept-
clear of any trees or other material that might interfere with the transmission lines. CL&P
crews clear vegetation.along the right-of-way every five years.

- Figure 3: _ &P nght~ot-way Jooking west.

In 1971 two parcels of land just west of the Lake Mohegan Open Space Arez were conveyed o the .
Town as Open Space by the North Meadow Estates Subdivision under the Town Plan and’ Zoning
‘regulations. One parcel of 16,184 square feet is located between. Nepas Road, Cascade Drive, and
Ponuncamo Road. This parcel is essentially landlocked except for a drainage easement The
* second parcel is 33,701 square feet and is located between Morehouse Highway, Canterbury Lane
and the Mill River, just across Morehouse Highway from the Mill River Spillway. These parcels have
not been addressed as parr of the Lake Mohegan Open Space Area.

See correspondenee in Appendix A.
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TOPOGRAPHY

The Lake Mohegan Open Space Arca is situated within the Mill River valley and is oriented

approximately north-south.”. The Mill River and Lake Mohegan occupy the valley floor. ‘

- Land rises relatively steeply from the lake and river so0 that the floodplain occupies only a

narrow, strip along.the shores.of the river and Iake (see Map 3). Much of the afea has - - -

slopes that exceed 15 or 20 perccnt.

The open space area land includes most of the slope above‘the valley floor, but does not

extend to the top of the ridge. The highest land in the open space area is east of the river

and lake. The highest point reached is about 270 feet msl near the mid-point of the eastern
boundary (just north of Eastfield Circle). On the western side of the valley, elevation within .

the open space area reaches 220 feet msl just north of the CL&P right-of-way. -The lowest
point in the open space area is the outlet of Lake Mohegan at about 80 feet rmsl.

The gravel mining opcratlons made significant changes in the topography of thc area:
creating Lake Mohegan, North Pond, and two additional small ponds just off site to the
north. Areas south of Lake Mohegan and around North Pond have been substantially
altered from their ongmal topography and now prowde relatively iarge areas of mostly level
land.
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GEOLOGY

BEDROCK GEOLOGY

Bedrock underlying the Lake Mohegan Open Space Area consxsts of three different schJst
formations -as shown in Map 4: A

Trap Falls Formation;
Straits SChiSI;; awd
: ‘oasa] rnember of the Straits Schist.

The northern and southern parts of the open space area are underlain by the. Trap Falls
- formation, a gray to silver, rusty weathering, medium-grained schist. The interior sections

of the site include two east-west trendmg beits of rocks named the Straits Schist and its basal
“member. The Straits Schist, which is located in the central portion of the area, consists of

a silvery to gray coarse-grained schist. Its basal member, which consists of a gray schist with *

layers of -amphibalite, marble and quartzite, is located in the north central part. All of the
‘rock types (i.e., schists, amphibolite, marble and quartzite) found in the open space area are
. metamorphic: that is they have been subjected to great heat and pressures within the earth’s
crust. ‘The stresses of metamorphlsm caused the alignment of platy, flaky and elongated
minerals into thin sheets or bands. Where the alignment has resulted in a scabby rock (one
that parts relatively easily along surfaces of mineral alignment), the rock is termed a “schist.”

Bedrock is exposed at several locations within the open space area (see Map 3). The Mill
River has exposed bedrock at many areas along the streambed, especially at the area known
as the Cascades. Another area of bedrock that has become exposed in recent years as a
result of downcutting of the streambed lies just east of the picnic area, about 500 feet
upstream from the confluence with Lake Mohegan. A bedrock outcropping is also located
on the castem shore of Lakc Mohegan, where the shore _;uts out mto the 1ake

Bedrock is also exposed at several locations in thc slopes on both sades of the valley. The
‘most prominent exposure is in the eastern slope, immediately southwest of Eastfield Circle. -
On the west slope, bedrock outcroppings are found at two locatlons just south of the CL&P '
right-of-way, and just east of Old Morehouse Highway. '

These bedrock exposures offcr excellent opportunities to study the geology of the Mill River
valley.
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SURFICIAL GEOLOGY

Map 5 illustrates the surficial geology of the Lake Mohegan Open Space Arca.’ Except for
the cobble, pebble, gravel and sand that immediately parallels the Mill River, the open space
area is dominated by relatively thin till (less than 10 feet thick), Till is a mixture of clay, silt,

- sand, gravel and boulders that were deposited directly from a mass of glacier ice. Since the
. textural constituents were not greatly affected by meltwater, there is generally little sorting

or stratification in till. Textures may range from coarse, gravelly material to silty, tightly
compact material. According to the Soil Survey for Fairfield County, most of the site
contains the coarse gravelly variety of till: There is, however, the finer-grained, more
compact type of till primarily in the eastern sections of the open space area.

In the area along the Mill River, the predominant surficial geologic material is stratified

drift. Stratified drift consists of rock particles that were washed out of wasting ice masses

by meltwater and redeposited in a generally sorted and layered sequence. Sand is usually

the major component of stratified drift, but clean gravelly layers or lenses are also common,

particularly in the upper levels of the deposit. The thickness of stratified drift probably

ranges from 30 feet near the Merritt Parkway to perhaps as much as 40 feet at the southern
limits of the site. 4 .

The open space area lies within the W@stport topographic quadrangle. A surficial geologic map
(Map MF-1295 by J.R. Stone and E.H. London, 1981), which includes all those unconsolidated
~materials overlying bedrock, has been published for the Westport topographic quadrangle.
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SOILS

Soils on the Lake Mohegan Open Space Area have been mapped by the Towné and are
shown on Map 6., The areas surrounding North Pond and east of Lake Mohegan are
primarily disturbed sites with the natural soil material remaved. Several areas of very.
shallow soils occur along the slopes on both sides of the valley, along with outcroppings of
bedrock. Where well developed soils are’ present, they are -primarily sandy loam. The
shallow soils that are prevalent on the open space area are prone o erosion. Wetlands and

floodplain soils are primarily fine sandy and silt loams. Detailed descriptions of each soil

classification shown on Map 6 can be found in the Fairfield County Soil Survey.

B g = ¥ 2D S _
Figure 4: Floodplain along the west bank of the Mill River.

Mapping performed by Soil Science Services.
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river bed is two to three feet higher than the bottom of the present channel, indicating that
the Mill River has been rapidly eroding or downcutting its present channel. Recent
exposure of bedrock about 500 feet upstream from the point where the river enters Lake
Mohegan provides further evidence of this downcutting. Downcutting of the channel
appears to be the direct result of a changé in the energy of the Mill River when it was
diverted into the excavation pit to create Lake Mohegan. The elevation of the lake surface

is lower than the former river bed along the west shore of the lake, resulting in an increase -

in the energy of the. river, which translatés into erosion of the river bed. "In addition to

erosion of the streambed, bank erosion also appears to have increased in this section.
Further adjustment in the- hydrologic equilibrium of this section of the Mill River is likely

in future years. The exact extent of the changes cannot be determined ‘without more -

detailed investigation into all of the controlling_factbrs, including estimates of the rate of
vertical and lateral erosion, extent of bedrock in the river channel, and changes in lake
elevation as controlled by the Lake Mohegan spillway. :

The downcutting and streambank erosion occur only in the stretch of river between Lake
Mohegan and the Cascades. The bedrock outcropping at the cascades effectively prevents

streambed erosion upstream from that point. ’

Figure 5: The upper portion of the Cascades, looking north.
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The spillway at the southwest end of Lake Mohegan controls the water level int the lake.
~ This spillway consists of stone rubble atop the natural bedrock and surficial geological
formations. The Town has periodically added large stones and boulders to the spillway to
replace material that is washed away. This stone rubble spillway provides no means of
regulating the water level of the lake. ' : : '

~ In the northern part of the open space area a small pond (North Pond) was also created by -
gravel excavation. This pond is about 1.5 acres and has a maximum depth of about 9 feet.
North Pond is _connected to the Mill River' through two’ excavated channels. The
northernmost of these channels allows water from the Mill River to flow into North Pond.
Near the point where this channel connécts with the Mill River, it has been partially filled,
thus restricting flow int6 North Pond to times of high water in the Mill River.. No
information has been located indicating when this fill was placed in the channel. The outlet
~ channel from North Pond connects with the Mill River at the Cascades. ' North Pond
receives its water supply from groundwater, and springs may exist in the pond:. Surface
runoff and seepage from‘the_slopes to the east and south also contribute some water to the
pond. N ' g

Just to the north and off the open space area are two additional small ponds also created
as a result of gravel mining. These ponds are also connected to the Mill River by excavated
. channels. . : S o S S
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WATER QUALITY

All surface water in the Mill River, from the Easton Reservoir Dam upstream to its head
waters in" Easton, -is- designated-as Class AA. This means these waters.are presently.
uncontaminated, are used as a public water supply and that treated waste water discharges -

are not allowed. Fromi the Easton Resérvoir Dam dewnstream to its lowermost tidal section,
including Lake Mohegan, the Mill River is designated as Class A. This means these waters
are presently uncontaminated, suitable for human consumption aud treated waste water
discharges are not allowed. "All other surface waters flowing to Lake Mohegan are
~ designated as Class A. : : I

Groundwaters in the Mill River basin upstream of Easton Reservoir are designated as Class

GAA. This class means all these groundwaters are presently uncontaminated, are tributary
to a public water supply source (Easton Reservoir), and are "off limits" to all discharges

except from individual house septic tanks. All other groundwaters flowing to the Mill River,

including Lake Mohegan, are Class GA: uncontaminated, usable for direct human
- consumption and-the only discharge allowed would be from individual septic tanks.

Lake Mohegan and: its tribixtaxjy surface and groundwaters are free of major human
generated pollutants so far as is known. However, given the extensive development of the

Lake’s watershed, it is virtually certain that nutrients, road deicing salts and eroded earth

materials periodically enter the Lake.
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VEGETATION

’

Vegetation on the Lake Mohegan Open Space Area can be roughly categorized as forested
and non-forested. Forested or woodland areas cover most of the site, but the non-forested

. areas are important.contributors to both wildlife and recreational aspects of the open space - -

area. Map 7 shows the location of major vegetative groupings. Appendix B provides a
detailed inventory of plant species identified on the open space area. -

FORESTED AREAS

Physiographic variations and differences in land use practices have resulted in the
establishment of several different forest communities on the Lake Mohegan Open Space
Area. Several stages of succession are present, ranging from early- to mid-successional
stands of young black birch to terminal communities dominated by beech, hickory, oak, and
hemlock. - The different stages of succession also provide clues to the area’s history.
Termiral communities are growing on land that either has never been cleared, or was retired
from agricultural uses at least 120 years ago. Early-successional communities are growing
on land that remained cleared until much more recently. : :

East of the Mill River and Lake Mohegan, north of the area of bedrock outcroppings, a
terminal community makes up most of the forest cover. Predominant species include oak, .
beech, and hickory; sycamore, tulip poplar, black birch, ash, and red maple are less
numerous. Shrubs include flowering dogwood and maple-leaved viburnum on the well-.
drained sites and spicebush on wet sites. Due to the heavy shade of the high canopy, ground
cover of herbaceous plants is generally light. Except for localized wet sites where spicebush
growth may be thick, the forest is free of dense undergrowth, so that walking is not
restricted. : N : - : I

Vegetation on. the ledges above the. lake consists of grasses, sedges, and sweetfern growing
under a sparse tree cover of oak and hickory and scattered cedar and hemlock. At the base
of the ledges, there is a mixture of forest communities, ranging from a. pure beech stand to
an area of poorly drained soil that supports a cover of young black birch, ash, and-red
maple. Differences in soil moisture patterns caused by the ledges probably account for the

lack of forest cover continuity here.

South of the rock outcroppings the \predo_rninant species are black birch and oak,
Interspersed with sassafras, ash, hickory, and red maple. In some places the walking is

 difficult ‘due to dense growths of Japanese honeysuckle and greenbriar where the forest
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cover is youngest. One large section is almost devoid of mature trees and is a dense tangle

of vines and shrubs.

Several white pinés have been planted along the eastern shore of the lake, and a small white
pine plantation. is located between the forested areas and the open field adjacent to the lake.

Remnants-of an old fruit orchard (primarily apple) are lo::at'_cd. southeast of Lake Mohegan,

" near the lake residence. Individual and small groups of fruit trees are scattered throughout
the remainder of the open space area: ' S T

Figure 6: Aerial view 6# The east side of Lake Mohegan, showing second growth deciduous
forest, open meadow, and white pine plantings.
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West of the river and north of Lake Mohegan, the forest cover is composed mainly of
terminal stage communities. Near the edge of the river, there are sycamore, hemlock, yellow
birch, and beech. Oak, beech, hickory, and black birch predominate on the flat alluvial
terraces. The same species, plus some hemlock, sugar maple, and tulip poplar, cover the
hillside that climbs up to Old Morehouse Highway. The hillside has a fairly dense
undergrowth of viburnum and spicebush, but the lower arcas are very open and easy to walk
in,

Thc h11151de west of L'lkc Mohegan supports a termmal-stage forest cover of oak ash,
hickory, black birch, hemlock, and beech. There are many- flowering dogwoods in the
understory. The entire section of woods is quite open, which makes walking easy and
permits a hmzted view of the lake from Morehouse Highway during the fall and winter.

Damage from insects and dlscase is evident at many ]ocatiOns throughout the forested areas.

In'a few areas, several of the larger oaks are dead or dying. These trees were probably
defoliated by gypsy moths a few years ago, and then, because they were weakened, were

‘attacked by the shoestring root rot fungus and the two-lined chestnut borer. This is a

common occurrence in Connecticut’s woodlands. There is no control other than making the
forest as healthy as'possib]e by periodic thinning of undesirable trees.

A light infestation of the beech scale, an insect, is also ewdent. This scale combines with a

~ fungus (called Negtria) to kill or injure ‘beech trees. The Nectria fungus usually invades 3

to 5 years after the scale insects appear. Some trees are killed within a year after the fungus
becomes apparcnt, others linger for several years, while some are resistant. Again, the only
control is to periodically remove undesirable or susccptlble trees to make the forest as a
whole more vxgorous :

NON-FORESTED AREAS

Flvc prmmpa] areas of non-forested vegctauon have dcvelopcd or been deliberately created

- . within the-open space area:. . the slopes adjacent to the east shore of Lake Mohcgan,

severely disturbed areas around North Pond;. the, CL&P. right-of-way; - the area ‘in the
northwest corner of the open space area formerly occupied by a residence and dog kennel;
and a narrow stnp along the western shore of Lake Mohegan. .

The slopes east of Lake Mohegan (mcludmg areas southeast and north of the lake) were -
severely disturbed by the gravel mining operation and left with little or no soil cover. These
areas have slowly revegetated over the years and are now covered with a mixture of grasses,
wildflowers and herbaceous species. In recent years: the open field appearance has been
maintained by annual mowmg to remove tree species that would otherwise begin to mvade
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The CL&P right-of-way is a mixture of shrubs such as sumac and elderberry, grasses and
vines. Trees and tall shrubs are cleared from the area by CL&P crews every five years.

The land surrounding North Pond was also severely disturbed by gravel mining, leaving little
or no soil cover. A sparse grass cover is present over most of the area, mtcrspersed with
natural growth and planted trees and shrubs.

“The arca of the former dog kennel has grown into a dense stand. of grasses and herbaceous
vegetation, including dense stands of sumac, Japanese knotweed and burdock. Annual
mowing has kept most of the area in a open field and prevents shrubs and trees from
. developing.

A narrow strip of floodplain along the western edge of Lake Mohegan is covered by dense
‘herbaceous vegetation, primarily Japanese Knotweed. A small ﬂat area _]USt north of the
spillway has been planted to grass.

Figure 7: Open meadow in the nonhwest portion of the Lake Mohegan Open Space Area.
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WETLANDS

Several small wetlands are located within the Lake Mohegan Open Space Area, including
those adjacent to Lake Mohegan and North Pond, the riverbanks and associated channel,
a small drainageway in the northwest part of the tract, a wooded swamp south of the beach

parking lot and 4 small phragmites stand near the Lake Residence (see Map 3). '

The wetlands adjacent to Lake Mchegan and North Pond are mostly fringing emergent
marshes with scattered shrubs and trees on the upland edge. Zonation to open water is
variable, depending upon the slope and the width of the shoreline area.- These marshy areas
may expand as the lake margins accrete through siltation from the adjacent upland. Three
areas of accretion are evident in Lake Mohegan. Probably the largest area of accretion is
at the north end of the lake where the Mill River enters the lake. A delta hds been
gradually extending into the lake as sediment is deposited when river flows enter the lake.
At the southwest corner of the lake, where the lakeshore bends to the west just north of the
spillway, a large area of still water exists that collects large amounts of debris during flood
flows. This material accumulates along the shore of the lake and is building out the shore
in this area. :

N T RN Bt _
Figure 8: Emergent wetlands at the southwest comer of Lake Mohegan, north of

the spillway. -
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On the southeast side of the lake, a small watercourse runs steeply downslope and enters
the lake. Sediment carried by this watercourse has built a small delta into the lake and
wetland plants have become established. This delta is now trapping debris during flood
flows, further building up the delta. In North Pond, sediment deposited by a small
watercourse which enters the pond at its northeast corner has created a small delta which
supports a stand of cattaxls.

The wetlands of the nverbank and river channel are also narrow, frmgmg the river much of
its length. The vegetation here is variable, depending upon annual flood events.

A small drainageway and wooded wetland (primarily red maple with a dense shrub layer)
* begins in the northern portion of the open space area west of the Mill Rver and extends to
south of the CL&P right-of-way, approximately parallel with the river. Parts of this wetland
have substantial standing water during the spring and after heavy rains.

The wetland south of the beach parking lot is primarily a red maple swamp with a dense
stand of red maple saplings. Phragmites are present in many parts of this wetland.

A small wetland dominated by phragmites is located just southeast of the residence on the
open space area. This wetland appears to have developed-in an old borrow pit.

Figure 9 Walkway through tne red maple swamp at the south end of the beach
area parking Iot
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FISH AND WILDLIFE

WILDLIFE

The 170 acre site contains a variety of wildlife habitats including forest, open fields, wooded
swamp, and brush/shrub areas. Wildlife habitat also-includes and is enhanced by Lake
Mohegan, North Pond (and the nearby off-site ponds), the Mill River, smaller watercourses,
and wetlands. The great diversitv of habitats on the tract provides good to excellent wildlife

habitat for a wide variety of wildlife. - '

Wildlife utilizing the area include mammals such as deer, rabbits, squirrels, chipmunks, mice,
and muskrats; a variety of birds such as ducks, egrets, herons, hawks, owls, woodpeckers and
songbirds; and various amphibians and reptiles. Appendix C includes a listing of wildlife
species that have. been observed on the site. In addition to those listed, the Pileated
Woodpecker and Bald Eagle have reportedly been observed on the open space area..

FISHERIES

The Lake Mohegan Open Space Area contains a wide variety of aquatic habitats supporting
a diversity of fish species. The waters of the open space are representative of lotic (moving
water) habitats in the Mill River and lentic- (standing water) habitats in North Pond and
Lake Mohegan. : - S

Mill River

The river is coldwater _contai_mx_ig a good ratio of riffle, shallow p_ooi,' and deep' péol. The
substrate is of sand fines, cobble, and small boulder: s

In 1987 the Kings Mark Environmental Review Team sampled selected areas of the river .
from Lake Mohegan to the Merritt Parkway by backpack electroshocker to determine fish
species present. Species captured included brook trout, brown trout, blacknose dace,
longnose dace, common shiner, tesselated darter, white sucker, and American eel. In
addition to these stream species, areas downstream of North Pond also contained
largemouth bass, bluegill sunfish, common (pumpkinseed) sunfish, and redbreast sunfish.

All of these were the young of the year and had apparently originated from North Pond.

- As they are not stream dwelling species they will migrate downstream and eventually inhabit

Lake Mohegan. DEP annually stocks the Mill River with about 1,365 trout; about ¥ of
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these released above Lake Mohegan and ¥z below the Lake.

Throughout most of its length within the open space area, the Mill River has ample
streambank vegetation which provides shade and helps to keep water temperatures low and
favorable for fish. Areas with little shading from vegetation are the’ pool under the CL&P
right-of-way and the open area where the ‘Mill River enters Lake Mohegan. Several small

" rock dams have developed or been created in the river to form small pools favorable to fish.
A few fallen trees are also present in the stream channel. ’ :

The Mill River enters Lake Mohegan as a broad, shallow riffle. The shallow water at this
location, particularly during summer months, inhibits the free movement of fish between the

river and Lake Mohegan.

All points along the ri\}er are accessible for fishing.

Nort_h _Pond -

Like Lake Mohegan, North Pond was created by gravel excavation. The pond volume is
from groundwater flow with additional water entering from high flows of the Mill River..

~ The steepness of the shoreline limits aquatic plant growth to the pond perimeter. The:
remainder of the pond substrate is void of vegetation and might consist of various sized
cobbles. The aquatic vegetation around the pond perimeter provides habitat primarily for
juvenile fish- Deeper water areas may lack cover for other age classes of fish.

The pond is inhabited _by warmwater fish species, including largemouth bass, sunfish and
chain pickerel. The pond may also contain yellow perch, brown bullhead, white sucker, and
American. eel. Trout may enter from the Mill River with high flows of water. -

Anglers are restricted to fishing from the shoreline only. Access to-the entire #hdre}irie is
available and given the steepness of the shoreline, both deep and shallow water habitats can
be fished.. : S - ' '

Lake Mohegan

Lake Mohegan is approximately 17 acres in surface area with a maximum depth of about
36 feet. Due to the gravel excavation the shoreline slopes steeply, restricting aquatic plant
growth to the lake perimeter. The remainder of the lake substrate is of till, gravel, and

varijous sized boulders.
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Fish species reported present include largemouth bass, smallmouth bass, bluegill sunfish,
common (pumpkinseed) sunfish, yellow perch, chain pickerel, brown bullhead, white sucker,
and American eel. The Town has entered into an agreement with the Department of
Environment Protection whereby the DEP annually stocks the lake with trout at no charge.
In return, the Town agrees to permit fishing in the lake by members of the general public.
 According to DEP, Lake Mohegan is stocked annually with 2,650 trout: 60 Brook, 1,120

Brown and 1,470 Rainbow Trout. Trout survwmg from spring stocking to fall have the
‘potential to. spawn, but the success of the spawmng has not been detcrmmed

T'hc lake -has the potcntxal to bc-managed as both a warmwater and co_ldwater fishery.
Juvenile largemouth bass, sunfish, and chain pickerel were observed in the shallows
indicating reproduction of these species. - Further investigation is necessary to evaluate the

- condition of the overall warmwater population. The lake waters are of sufficient quality to

allow for the over summer survival of trout spec:cs and it is likely that a population of
holdover trout do exist, but further investigation is required to substantiate this.

The lake lacks structure in ‘shallIowr water areas. Aquatic plant growth affords cover to
extremely shallow water and primarily for juveniles of the-species. :

Anglers are restricted to shoreline fishing only. Access is excellent and the steepness of the
shoreline allows for a good ratio of shallow and deep water areas to be thhm the anglers

reach.
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~ Typical Wintér:use of 'the traii'alohg_th‘é east side of Lake Mohegah; l
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OVERVIEW

The Lake Mohegan Open Space Area serves as a major recreational area; providing
- opportunities for both active and passwe recreation -uses. = Active recreation uses are
concentrated at the beach area where swimming and sunbathmg are popular activities, along
with a small children’s playground. Passive recreation uses occur throughout the open space
area, including hiking, picnicking, fishing, birdwatching and other forms of wildlife
observation. In addition, the area pravides for conservation of plant and animal resonrces,
and limited historic presetvation. Map 8 illustrates the location of emstmg facilities on the
open space area.

Figure 11: Typical beach and swimming area activity on a hot summer weekend in
1988.
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WILDLIFE AND RESOURCE CONSERVATION

Activities to protect and enhance natural resources have been primarily related to vegetation
management. In the mid-1970s a small white pine plantation was planted on the east side
of Lake Mohegan, between the woodland and the open field. Some tress have been thinned
from this plantation. Other white pines were planted at two locations along the eastern
shore of Lake Mohegan; near the south end and at about the mid-point of the lake. More
recently, the Conservation Department has planted white pines and white spruce along the
east shore of North Pond and in the field north of North Pond. White pines have been
planted along the boundary between the open space property and GE property. Other trees -
- and shrubs have been planted throughout the open space area.

- The other major activity related to vegetation management is mowing of fields to keep them
from -growing into woodland. . Fields are mowed on the slope on the cast side of Lake
Mohegan, north of North Pond, and in the northwest corner of the apen space area. In
addition, the floodplain along the western shore of Lake Mohegan is mowed annually.
CL&P cuts vegetation.in the power line right-of-way every five years to prevent trees from
growing and interfering with the transmission lines. ’ ‘

At one time, the Conservation Department maintained- a woodduck box in the wooded
wetland west.of the Mill River; but no woodduck box now remains. :
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WATER RESOURCES

The Town has undcrtaken several activities related to ﬂood and erosion contml and to water
quality maintenance.

FLOOD AND EROSION CONTROL

The Conscrvation Department, with the cooperation and assistance of the Department of

Public Works, has undertaken two major actions to reduce localized erosion within the open

space area. A storm drain from a residential neighborhood east of the open space area
previously extended only a short distance downslope into the open space area. From the

point where this storm drain terminated, a large gully (up to eight feet deep and over 15 feet
wide in places) developed extending down the steep slope to the Mill River. The Town

extended the storm drain further downslope to just above the Mill River and below the steep

s]ope Riprap was placed below the headwall to prevent erosion, and fill placed across the

Figure 12: Large gully created by storm drainage system from adjacent subdivision.
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upper section (at existing trail crossing) of the old gully. Erosion of the gully has been
halted, but the gully has not yet fully stabilized.

The Town also installed a level lip dissipatof in the meadow east of Lake Mohegan to
intercept surface and subsurface flow from the slope above the lake. Water collected by the

- dissipator — in excess of what is actually dissipated — is directed to a small channel dug by

the Conservation Department. This dissipator has helped to reduce the amount of water

.moving across the meadow and the trails crossing the meadow. Currently, however, the

dissipator does not appear to be collecting all of the water reaching this point or directing
the excess intercepted flow into the dug channel. A significant amount of water is spreading
over the trail, creating a serious wet condition at this location. .

The Mill River between the Cascades and Lake Mohegan is undergoing bank erosion, but
no corrective measures have been taken. ‘ '

- The Town has periodically added boulders and other material to the Lake Mohegan spillway

to maintain or raise the level of the lake. This rubble spillway is subject to continuous
deterioration as material is broken up and washed away by water flowing over the spillway,

—

Figure 137 Lake Mohegan spilway during high water condfions Tn 1980
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The exsting spillway provides no means of controlling'(raising and lowering) lake levels.
Residents of downstream areas have expressed concern about the safety of the existing
spillway. . :

WATER QUALITY MAINTENAN CE

Although water quality in the Mill River and Lake Mohegan is classified as suitable for all-

recreational uses, high coliform levels have occasionally been measured at the swimming
beach. The lowered water quality appears to result from limited circulation at this location.
To improve water circulation through the swimming area, the Town has installed’ an
underwater pump that is used throughout the swimming season. '

Water quality can also be lowered during summer months when flow in the Mill River is -

minimal, resulting in an-increased concentration of organic material and pollutants. The
Town has, at times, purchased water from the Bridgeport Hydraulic Company in order to
have BHC release additional water from the Easton Reservoir into the Mill River. Purchase

of water is expensive, and durmg drought periods, BHC may be unwilling to release-

additional water from the reservoir.

Figure 14: Water circulation pump in Lake Mohegan near the swimming area.
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RECREATION

TRAIL-RELATED RECREATION

Much of the recreational activity which takes place on the Lake Mohegan Open-Spacc‘Area '
is directly or indirectly related. to the extensive system of roads and trails that traverse the
area. The existing trail and road system is shown in Map 9. - -

Greatest trail use. appears to be along the eastern shore of Lake Mohegan (users parking
at and/or using the swimming beach), the trail along the west bank of the Mill River between
the Picnic Area and the Cascades, and the trail from the Picnic Area Access Road to the
Cascades. Other trails receive varying degrees of use. The least used trails-appear to be: -
the trail that parallels the eastern border of the open space area on the slope above Lake
Mohegan; the trail along the western slope from the north end of Lake Mohegan to the
northwest corner of the open space area; and the trail from the northwest corner eastward

to the Cascades.

Most users appear to use trails for relatively short walks, rather than longer hikes. Young
children, with and without aduls; heavily utilize the southern portion of the trail along the
eastern shore of Lake Mohegan. Fishermen are the principal users of the.trail along the
western: shore of Lake Mohegan. Youths appear most attracted to the Cascades and
immediately surrounding areas. Individuals walking their dogs are among the most frequent
users, especially during the fall, winter and spring periods. Joggers and.individuals on trail
bicycles also use the trails. Horseback riding occurs, but appears to be infrequeant, or by only
a few riders. A limited amount of cross country skiing occurs with appropriate conditions
during the winter months. Although.prohibited, motorized bikes and off-road vehicles are
Occasionally used on some trails and roads. Birdwatching and other forms of nature
observation are also practiced. ' o N

Because the soils on the Lake Mohegan Open Space. Area are generally shallow, erosion is
a problem in marny areas. In most areas where surface vegetation has been removed, soil
has eroded leaving exposed roots. In some locations, trails and roads have become
entrenched one or two feet into the surrounding terrain. Surface runoff and subsurface
Seepage, particularly on the slopes east of the lake and river, create wet spots on trails at
numerous locations. Where maintenance vehicles and/or unauthorized motorized vehicles
cross these wet spots, roads and trails have become deeply rutted. On several trails and
roads, users have created alternate trails around the wet spots. Railroad tie steps that were
installed many years ago have deteriorated in many locations. Paths have developed around
many of these steps, sometimes because of the poor condition of the steps and in other
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locations apparently because of poor spacing of the steps that many users find inconvenient.
Numerous secondary trails have developed providing connections between major trails. As
a result, in heavily used sections, an excess number of trails exist.

The Conservation Department has undertaken several major projects relating to trails as
well as conducting regular trail maintenance. The major trail improvements include the
bridge over the Mill River north of the Cascades; a smaller bridge over the North Pond
outlet; installation of a wood plank trail across the wetland south of the beach. parking lot;
- construction of wooden stairs to access the steep slope west of the access road to the lake
residence; and installation of the level lip dissipator on the slope east of Lake Mohegan to
reduce surface flow. The bridge over the Mill River was removed during the winter of 1988-
89 due to deterioration of the main supports. This bridge is scheduled to be replaced during
1989. The wood plank trail across the wetland was replaced during the spring of 1989 by
~a group of Boy Scouts as part of a project undertaken by one Eagle Scout candidate,

Trail maintenance activities include removal of debris, clearing branches and other materials
from trails, filling in severe wet spots, and periodic removal of deteriorated railroad ties.

-ty N b <~ PRI -2 - R e * -7
¢ —~ . . - R - »

Figure 15: Wooden bridge over the Mill River north of the Cascades, looking west.
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NON-TRAIL RELATED RECREATION

Swimming

The Park Commission has developed the major beach and swimming area at the south end

of Lake Mohegan. -Sand was brought in to form the beath and is regularly replenished: -

Stone, gravel and other material has been dumpcd offshore to widen the shallow area
suitable for swimming. The authorized swimming area is marked with ropes and buoys. A
building containing restrooms, changing rooms and concessions was constructed to meet the
needs of users. ‘A large parking lot provides ample parking, Life guards and other Park
Commission personnel are on duty from the Memorial Day through I.abor Day weekends.

Swrmmmg at thc authorized beach and swimming area is. the most popular non-trail related

recreational activity — at least during the period from Memorial Day through Labor Day

when the swimming area is supervised by life guards and other Park Commission personnel. -
The beach and swimming area is open to both Fairfield residents and non-residents. Noa-
residents pay a daily fee, while residents may receive an annual permit. Unauthorized

swimming takes place at other unsupervised locations, principally at the Cascades.

Swimming at ‘the beach area is constrained by the limited amount of shallow water. At the
beach area as elsewhere, Lake Mohegan drops off steeply to depths of 25-35 feet. Over the
years, seven drownings have been recorded in Lake Mohegan — three at the beach and
swimming area. In efforts to drscourage swimming at the Cascades and other areas, the
Conservation Departmerit posts signs at the Picnic. Area Access Road -indicating that
swimming is permitted only at the beach area. Poor water quality (high coliform counts) has
from time to time been a problem at the beach area.. Natural water circulation in this area
is poor, and the Park Commission has installed an underwater pump to helpi improve water
circulation and mamtam water quality. ‘

Picnicking-

Picnicking is another popular recreational activity that does not rely heavily upon trails.

Most picm‘ckjng takes place at the beach area and the picnic area north of Lake Mohegan,

where picnic tables and grills are located. Most picnicking occurs during the summer
months, but less intensive use continues throughout the year. Some individuals have been
observed using the picnic area around mid-day, apparently taking their lunch break.
Picnicking also takes place at other areas throughout the open space area, particularly at the
Cascades and around the ‘lake (mostly fishermen). : :
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Litter from picnicking is a problem. The Conservation Department and Park Commission
provide trash barrels at the picnic area and beach area. During the spring fishing season,
the Conservation Department also places a few trash barrels around Lake Mohegan
Normally, however, there are no trash barrels around the lake, at the Cascades, or at other
locations in the open space area except for the picnic area and beach. Open fires associated
with picnicking are also a problem. Fires have burned several portions of the Lake
 Mohegan Open Space Area over the years. During the spring of 1989, a small fire on the
southeast side of the lake near the beach burned several of the whlte pines planted there
as well as ground vegetation.

“ Fishing
Fishing is a major recreational aétivity at Lake Mvoh'egan, especially on epening day and

throughout the spring season. Most fishing occurs around Lake Mohegan, but fishing is also
popular in the Mill River just below the Cascades and at North Pond.

' Figure 16: Picnic area on the west bank of the Mill River.
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The Town has entered into an agreement with the DEP to have Lake Mohegan annually
stocked with trout. _DEP also stocks the Mill River above and below Lake Mohegan.

As mentioned above trash generation and unauthonzed fires are the major problems
associated with fishmg .

Camping -
Campmg is not promoted on the Lake Mohegan Open Space Area, but has been pernntted

at times. Most authorlzed camping has been by gr0up> ui scouts

The heavy use of the Lake Mohegan Open Space Area and the lack of remote sites are the
pr:mary obstacles to camplng :

Boatmg

Canoeing of the Mill River (during high water condmons) and Lake Mohegan occurs on a
~ limited b351s Small car-top row boats are also used occasmna}ly in Lake Mohegan.

Motorized boatmg is prohlbxted at Lake Mohegan. Boatmg with canoes and other types of
vessels without motors is neither authorized nor prohibited on Lake Mohegan. Boating of
any type is prohibited on North Pond as a result of deed restrictions. No facilities, such as
a launchmg ramp or dock, have been constructed to encourage boating.

Lake Mohegan is too small to support motorized boating or saxlmg. Although the lake could

support a limited amount of non-motorized boating, if officially authorized or promoted,
overcrowding could quickly occur, leading to the need t'or some’ type of permxt, time hmn
or other type of use control. : -

Wildlife Observation o

Birdwatching and other forms of wildlife observation are practicéd by some users. At one
time the Conservation Department had placed a woodduck box in the wooded wetland west
of the Mill River, but no woodduck boxes or other types of wildlife enhancement structures
or activities are currently maintamed
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"~ Other Recreational Uses

The Park Commission has developed a small playground for children at the beach and
swimming area. Individuals have been observed flying kites, flying radio controlled model
airplanes, and sailing radio controlled model boats at various points around Lake Mohegan.
During the ‘winter, sledding on the slope east of the beach parking lot is popular with
children. ‘ .

Another type of activity that has recently developed is war games by small groups using CO,
propelled- paint pellet guns. The groups participating in war games pose two types of
problems. First, significant litter is generated — primarily plastic tubes that hold the paint
pellets and CO, cartridges. Second, these activities involve significant off-trail as well as trail
use, with potential desttuction of vegetation and disturbance of wildlife.
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EDUCATION

A]though many opportumtles are available, no official educational activities presently are
conducted usmg the Lake Mohcgan Open Space Area, :

HISTORIC PRESERVATION

The former Mohican Springs Bottling Company, hotel and resort activities related to the

springs, and the gravel mining operation that created Lake Mohegan are all important parts

of the history of the Lake Mohegan Open Space Area. The former office building of the
gravel mining operation is the only structure from that use remaining on the open space

area, and no remnants of activities related to the springs are known to remain on the area. - _

The history of the two foundations on and adjacent to the open space property and the
remaining spring wells is not known. As with education, there is no present use or attention

to historic features. '
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PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

ACQUISITION

- The Lake Mohcgan Open-Space Area has been assembled from several individual parcels
~acquired by the Town over a period of more than 20 years. The Town has taken advantage
- of open space grants from the state (including federal funds) and donations from private
interests in addition to committing its own funds for open space acquisition. Part I of this
plan provides details on the ‘individual parcels of land that have been acquired.

Acquisition of several additional small pieces of adjoining land would enhance t_he‘open
space area by providing for improved buffers between the open space ‘area and adjacent
residential and business uses, and allow improved control of entry points into the open space
area. ' - - ' :

'OTHER PROPERTY MANAGEMENT ACTIVITIES

In addition to the activities described above under recreation and other use categories, the
Town — primarily through the Conservation Department — undertakes a number of other
' property management activities. :

Boundary Marking

The Conservation Department marks the boundaries of the open space area in two ways.
Small, metal “Open Space Property” signs are posted on trees just inside the boundary line.
The signs are posted at a height of about eight feet and face outward, or.away from the
. open.space property: .The same trees on which the signs are placed dre blazed and marked
with white paint. The paint marking is placed on the open space property side of the trees, . .

Not all of the boundaries are adequately marked. The northern boundéfy, in particular, has -

an insufficient iumber of signs and whité paint marks to enable users to easily determine

when they enter or leave the open space area.

In addition to these boundary markings, the Conservation Department -has installed large,
wooden Lake Mohegan Open Space Area signs at three entrances to the open space area:
beside the wooden plank trail leading across the wetlands south of beach parking area; at
the entrance to the picnic area access road; and at the entry from Eastfield Circle. Smaller
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open space signs (boundary markers) are located at two other entrances: the lake residence

- access road, and the entry off Morehouse Highway. Open space signs are not located at all
entrances, such as the entry from Adley Road and from the Connecticut DOT right-of-way
at the northeast corner of the open space area. ' '

- Maintenance -

Regular maintenance activities include emptying of trash barrels located at the picnic area .

“and the swimming beach; trail clearing and repairs such as filling in wet spots and removing
- railroad ties or replacing walkways; debris and litter removal from trail and nor-trail areas,
- especially at the Cascades; and mowing of fields. ) ' ' ‘

Lake Residencé
The buifding that fdr_mger]y served as the main office of the gravel mining operation is now
rented by the Town to a Town employeée. Use of this building as a private residence

effectively removes the building, immediately surrounding land and additional _buffer'land
from open space use. ' '

Enforcement

The Conservation Department posts rules and regulations signs at most entrances to the -

open space area and at the beginning of many trails. Unfortunately, these signs are in small

print and not easy to read. Their effectiveness in informing open space users of applicable -
rules and regulations is questionable. The presence of Conservation Department staff on--

site helps to reduce rules violations, but staff members actually spend relatively little time
at the site because of the large number of other aréas that must be maintained. Vandalism' -

— while not a serious problem — does occur, especially on weekends. Iilegal dumping of

trash occurs periodically, again mainly on weekénds. The Park Commission enforces rules |

and regulations at the beach swimming area, including weekends during the summer season.
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OTHER USES AND PROBLEMS

Except for the building at the beach swimming area, there are no restrooms or potable
water on the open space area. As use increases over time, the need for sanitary facilities
will become more ~i‘mportant.' :

. The limited parkmg at the p:cmc area forces users to park vehicles wherever they can,
" including on the small vegetatcd island inside the loop of the road. The lack of adequate
- parking has caused erosion and destruction of vegetation along the 51de of the picnic area

road and on the lsiand in the loop.

On at least two occasions during the wmter of 1988-89, truck drivers were using the beach
parking lot -as a practice area for tractor-trailer driving. This type of use is clearly

incompatible with the overall goals of the Lake Mohegan Open Space Area.

Figure 17: Beach area parking lot during a busy summer weekend.
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Figure 18: -+ Aerial view of Lake Mohegan Open Space Area, lmﬁng north.
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SUMMARY

The 170 acre Lake Mohegan Open Space Area is one of about 25 parcels of land totaling

slightly less than 1,000 acres owned by the Town of Fairfield and managed by the -

Conservation Commission and Conservation Department as part of an Open Space Program.

Collectwe]y, the parcels of land that comprise the open space system are managed to serve

four major purposes:

Conservation of valuable natural resources
Education '

Cultural and historic preservation

Passive recreatibn

An essential component of the management plan for any individual open space. parce] is to
determine how that single parcel fits within the Town’s total Open Space Program. A single
open space parcel need not fulfill all four of the purposes listed. above, -and may be best
rnanaged -with emphasrs on onty one or two of these purposes. . : .

MANAGEMENT OBJECTIVES
Management of the Lake Mohegan Open Space Area must take into account the important

factors particular to the parcel, especially those which have resulted in its present condition.
The most important of these include: - ce -

e History of most of the site, including the lake, as a former gravei mining operation.
e Present use for passwe recreation centered around Lake Mehegan, the Mﬂl River,
a series of trails, a picnic area, and a popular but unofﬁcxal swunmmg area lmown as

- the Cascades : - ‘
o Use of the southern pomon of the lake as a public beach/swunmmg area managed

by the Park Commission. |
® Restrictions on use imposed by deeds and purchase agreements

Lake Mohegan and the Cascades are the principal natural resource features that draw
visitors to this open space area. Other natural resources, such as the Mill River, North

Pond, and several rock outcroppings, offer attractive but not spectacular features. Although
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most of the site has gradually lost the appearance of a gravel mining operation — through
filling of the lake, natural regeneration of vegetation and man-made efforts — several areas
retain highly visible scars and a careful inspection reveals the former history of the entire
site, evidenced by old roads, excavated hillsides, exposed gravel, and shallow soils.
Consequently, the Lake Mohegan Open Space ‘Area offers limited opportunity for
preservation of historical sites or for protection of umque natural features.

Nevertheless, since cessation of the gravel mini-ng-operation,. the Lake Mohegan Open Space
Area has developed into a visually attractive open space -that combines a. variety of
vegetative and water environments suitable for passive recreation and wildlife habitat. The
natural and man-made changes that have occurred offer good opportumues to observe the
restoration of degraded areas and the natural succession of vegetative species with associated
- changes in wildlife habitat and wildlife species using the-area. - The hydrologic changes that
have occurred and are still taking place also’ offer important educational opportunities.
Therefore, the principal management objectives for the Lake Mohegan Open Space Area

should be to:

® Provide opportunities for passive recreation.

. Protect and enhance existing natural fcatures and résources.

L Provide for educational opportunities. _

RECOMI\/[ENDATION S

o Prov:de an upgradcd road and trail systcm, con51st1ng of main tralls, ‘paths, and -

emergency/mamtenance roads.

Add a second bridge over the Mill River adjacent to the Picnic Area,

Expand and upgrade selected trails and facilities to provxdc handicapped access.
_Improve vcgetatlon management to enhance wﬂdhfe habltat.

Enhance fisherles habitat. '

Rep]ace the Mlll River spillway Wlth an- 1mproved spxllway that will permit some
degree of rcgulatlon of lake water levels.’

Enhance existing wetlands and small watercourses.
Provide additional parking.

~ Develop educational opportunities for studying natural resources on site.

Improve boundary management.
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Map 10 illustrates many aspects of the proposed management plan. These and other
recommendations are discussed in Parts IV and V. Management recommendations that
apply to the overall Lake Mohegan Open Space Area are discussed on the following pages.
Part V provides detailed recommendatmns for each of 12 Management Umts.1 -

Figure 19: The Cascades lookmg south

* Several of the recommendations included in this plan have been fully or partially implemented
. between the time the first draft was prepared and the plan was complcted. No attempt has been
made to identify those measures which have alrcadly been undertaken,

5
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Part IV: Open Space Management Plan

-of the trail. Some of these major trails should be developed so that they are
accessible to the ha.ndicappcd.

3. Paths or minor trails that are not marked and receive only limited
mamtcnance pnmarily for erosion control,

.Providing a dlstmctlon between major trax]s and paths will enab]e the less _

adventurous users to confine. their movements to the well defined and marked trails.
Other users can use the unmarked paths and derive some sense of “exploring,” even
though some of these paths may be very well defined and heavily used. Another
advantage to this three-tiered approach is that it permits mairntenance crews to focus

their efforts on the access ‘roads and marked trails and to know what level of

mamtenance is rcqmred to meet user needs.

Map 11 shows .the pr’oposed road and trail system, idcntifyin‘g 9 major trails and
roads, as well as the major access roads and footpaths.. Approximate lengths of the
major tralls and roads are:

Lake Trail «oolvuunensrraeeennnnnnn, ... 4,700 feet (.89 mile)

Mohegan Trail e e 10,600 feet (2.01 miles)
Woods Road . . ... R e 850 feet (.16 milej _
North Pond Trail .. ... oyeennnnn... e 1,000 feet (.19 mile)
Mill River Trail « .. .nooeeeennnnnnn. .. .....2,750 feet (.52 mile)
Cascades Trail . e s, 1,150 feet (.22 mile)
Cascades Maintenance Road: . ............ 2 T00 feet (13 mile)
Merritt Trail ......... e ... 1,150 feet (22 mile)
Nemeth Trail . . . T e .. 3,5'00-'_feet (.66 mile)

Identify major, tralﬂs: ,

> Install on-site signs to 1dent1fy the names and directions of traﬂs Trail posts
created from telephone poles could serve instead of a typical sign. These trail
posts would be relatively unobtrusive and long-lasting. Posts should be set
into the ground about 2 feet with concrete and should extend about 30 inches
above ground. The top of the pole should be cut at an angle to create a
larger surface. The name of the trail(s) and directional arrow(s) can be either
painted or routered and painted on the cut surface
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RECREATION

The Lake Mohegan Open Space Area offers tremendous recreational opportunities. '
Swimming, hiking, picnicking, and birdwatching are among. the most popular activities.
Because of the size of the area,-its configuration, trail system and vegetative cover, the area
can provide iisérs with different types of experiences, such as well maintained and highly
used trails to relatively difficult and seemingly isolated trails. Presently, the area is relatively -

inaccessible to handicapped persons, but areas around Lake Mohegan and the Picnic Area
cculd be upgraded to support handicapped access. '

TRAIL-RELATED GOALS

. Stabilize trails to reduce erosion and improve currently wet condititons.'
s Provfdc for handicapped access for scle_ctcd trails. | |

] Maintain some trails in a large'ly unimproved condition. N

. Provide a map and guide to the tréil system.

e - Provide adelquate river croséingst | ‘

. Provide viewpoints from trails at selected locations.

MANAGEMENT PLAN FOR TRAIL-RELATED RECREATION

The current complex of réaﬁs, trails and paths. th:ouéhout the Lake Mbhegan‘ Opeh'Spacc "

" Area exhibits little distinction between major and minor trails of between trails and roads

used for maintenance and emergency vehicles.
L Modify and manage the existing system to _pr'qvidc; a- road/trail system,c'o.mpdscd of:

1. Access roads of suitable width to provide‘ for occasional use by maintenance
' and emergency vehicles. Access roads should be located so that they provide
access to.the major areas of the open space parcel. o

2. Major trails that are marked and regularly maintained to provide essentially |
all-weather use. Trail width, slope, base material and other conditions
affecting use will vary depending upon the trail location and major purpose
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installation of a sound barrier. The need for and desirability of a sound barrier
should be evaluated at the time any expansion may be realized. A living visual and

.sound barrier could be created now by planting evergreen species along the northern

boundary line. Trees planted now wouid likely be mature by the time any expansion
plans are actually realized. These evergreen trees would also help to define the
northern boundary of the open space property, which new is not easily determined.

- If an expansion of the Merritt Parkway does occur, additional evergreen shrubbery -
could be planted to provide additional low-level sound and visual protection from the .-

highway. .~ ,
Manage stone fences to improve wildlife habitat and visual interest. Many stone

fences occur througioui the area, but most. are in relatively poor condition. Several
actions can be taken to improve their value for wildlife and visual appeal.

> Repair stone fences where stones have been scattered, particularly adjacent
to trail crossings. The stone fences provide natural cavities for- small
mammals.. o _ '

> . Caut trees and shrubs that are growing in stone fences. The trunk and roots

- of these trees and shrubs will further destroy the stone fences. -
> - Plant shrubs with wildlife food and- habitat. value along the sides of stone

- fences.  Appropriate shrubs and small trees include bicolor lespedza; -
elderberry, winterberry, autumn olive, fitethorn, American cranberrybush, -

‘chokecherry, and American holly. If needed, thin mature treés adjacent to the
walls to allow adequate light and growing room for the new plantings.

Maintain a multistory vegetative layer throughout most areas. If necessary, remove
selected over mature, diseased and malformed trees to allow healthy younger trees

to develop. Select in favor of oak, maple and aspen to provide greater diversity of

vegetation. v _ :
Along roadsides .(Old Morehouse Highway; Picnic Area Access Road, Lake

Residence Access Road, Woods Road/Trail) consider thinning the mature trees and

allowing a thicker understory to develop: In some lacations, consider planting small
trees and shrubs along the roadside. Thinning of larger trees will allow more light
to reach the roads and reduce the number of wet spots. : :

Seed open fields with grasses that provide improved food, cover and nesting sites for
wildlife. Appropriate species include Blackwell switchgrass and tall fescue.

—~r




Part IV: Open Space Management Plan ’ -9

WILDLIFE AND HABITAT CONSERVATION

The large size of the Lake Mohegan Open Space Area, combined with the diversity of
habitats, offer great opportunities for wildlife management. The existence of several types
of water bodies (river, lake, ponds, wetlands, small watercourses) and substantial areas of
upland forest and-open-meadow provide significant habitat diversity that can be further

enhanced with only modest management activities.

-GOALS

Increase habitat divc-rsity as a means of conserving and encouraging the growth of a
variety of plant and animal species and providing visual interest and educational
value. ' .
Enhance the value of habitats for wildlife through site 'speciﬁc'_p]anting, thinning, .
pruning, mowing and dredging.. ' ' I C :

> Increase wetland areas for waterfowl. -
>. Increase evergreen cover. -

L > Encourage vertical vcgctativé >'divi:rsity.

. MANAGEMENT PLAN |

Increase the number of evergreen trees throughout the site. Only a limited number
of evergreens occur naturally on the site; mostly hemlock and cedar and a féw white
pines. The Conservation Department has planted a number of white pine trees and
a few hemlock and white spruce. Greater effort should be directed to increasing the
number of evergreens throughout the open space area. Naturally occurring hemlock

-and red cedar seedlings and young trees should be. released from surrounding

vegetation and permitted. to ‘grow; and additional planting may- be appropriate in
some areas. Lo A , ey e

Establish a visual and sound barrier of evergreens along the boundary with the
Merritt Parkway. It is certainly possible that at some point in the futire the Merritt,
Parkway may be expanded using the right-of-way between the existing - Merritt
Parkway and the open space property. If and when this expansion should occur, the
noise from the highway will increase and become even more intrusive than it is at
present. One option that may be available if the expansion does occur is to seek




-8 Part IV: Open Space Management Plan
Mill River
. Conduct further research regardmg the hydrology of the river, particularly the
' downcutting of the channel since cessation of the gravel mining operations and
redlrectxon of the Mill River into the Lake Mohegan basin. _
. Dredge the pool below the cascades to remove accumulated sedlment and to widen
. the pool- approx:mately to its former dlmensmns : T
o Rlprap the: steep eastern streambank of the Mill River just downstream from the
sharp 'bend in the river below the cascades. :
. Use' gravel and boulders to confine the flow of the Mill River to a single channel
' (create a low-flow channel) where it enters Lake Mohegan. - At present the channel
is wide .and shallow so that during low flow conditions there is insufficient flow to
support movement of fish between the river and lake.
o Work out a long-term agreement with Bridgeport Hydraulic Company to maintain
an adequate flow in the Mill River to support fish and wildlife and to help maintain
- water quality in the lake. - _
. Keep trails away from the banks'of the ‘Mill River to reduce bank erosion.
North Pond
® Conduct further research regarding the hydrology of the pond and the inlet channel |

from the Mill River. Impacts of any changes in the frequency and volume of water
flowing into North Pond fromr the Mill River should be better understood before any
changes to thls inlet channel can be made.

Minor Watercours'es

—Malntam and enhance each of the several small . watercourses (perenmal and
‘ephemeral) located throughout the area by creating appropnate trail crossings and

allowing natural riparian vegetation to grow adjacent to the watercourses.

Maintain and enhance the existing wetlands located within the site.
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FLOOD CONTROL AND WATER CONSERVATION

The Mill River, Lake Mohegan, North Pond, wetlands and small watercourses located on
the Lake Mohegan Open Space Area provide the major attractions for users of this open
space area. The continued existence and enhancement of these water bodres is crmcal to
the long-term management of the area..

GOALS

To more fully understand and document changes in hydrology smce abandonment of
gravel mmmg operation. : :

To maintain and control water levels in Lake Mohegan, North Pond and the Mrll

’ River at desirable. levels.

. To malntam high levels of water quallty in Lake Mohegan North Pond and the Mill
River. " : A .

. To reduce erosron anng the banks of the Mill Rrver _

. To provzde a vanety of aquanc habrtats for. conservation and educauonal purposes. ;

MANAGEMENT PLAN

Lake Mohegan

Reconstruct the emstmg sprllway where the Mill River exits from I_ake Mohegan
The existing boulder mound spillway prowdes no control over the water level in the-
lake and may not be sufficiently stable to survive a major flood event. Failure of this
splllway could cause flooding downstream. This existing splllway should be replaced
with a concrete: _spillway -meeting DEP design criteria.- The new splllway should
include a.weir or other means of partrally regulatmg lake levels.

Maintain czrculators in the lake near the swimming area to 1mprove water quality.
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> Prepare a trail map of the entire Lake Mohegan Open Space Area that can
be posted at one or two locations in the open space area. Installation of a
kiosk at two locations is recommended. . ‘

> Develop a brochure (similar to the Ash Creek brochure) describing the Lake
Mohegan Open Space Area and showing at least all major trails. :

> . Identify trails suitable for cross-country skiing.

. Eliminate_some existing trails/paths. (see Map 10), particularly where several
- connecting trails/paths have developed in a small area. Other trails/paths may need

to be eliminated or relocated where erosion-or wet areas are a problem. In general,
trails should be closed by piling brush or boulders across the trail. In some areas a
rail fence may be appropriate. Plantings of trees or shrubs may be appropriate as

well as grasses to help stabilize wet and eroding areas.

Provide river crossings at selected points to facilitate user access to both sides of the

river and lake within a reasonable hiking distance.

> Replace the bridge over the Mill River (Upper Mill River Bridge) that was
removed during the winter of 1988-89. o

> Install a second bridge (Lower Mill River Bridge) over the Mill River adjacent

to the picnic area.

Create or enhance viewpoints at several locations along trails to make the experience
more interesting for hikers. Viewpoints are most attractive if they provide a water
view._ Consider placing benches at selected viewpoints.

Construct restrooms at the Picnic Area to accommodate the increased usage expected
in the open space area. '

Perform periodic trail maintenance and improvement:

> Control or eliminate areas of excessive erosion and/or wetness. A variety of

~ techniques may be used, including: placement of small amounts of fill; use of

wood planking or stones to provide passage over wet areas; placement of

- waterbars or drainage channels to divert water from trails; installation of small

culverts or dry wells to move water under trails; and relocation of trails or trail

segments.

> Remove sharp pointed rocks, large protruding roots, and other obviously

hazardous conditions from marked trails. :

> Clear trails of obstacles such as fallen trees and branches and new vegetative

growth such as branches and saplings.
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> Periodically replace old railroad ties used for steps along some of the trails.
When the old ties are removed, either bury them on site, remove them from
the site, or use them to form the base of a wildlife habitat brush pile. If left
on-sit¢ as currently done, they become unsightly and have been used for
firewood. Where feasible, replace the old railroad ties with large stones
obtained from on-site. If suitable stones are unavailable or inappropriate,
replace with new railroad ties.

> Periodically remove trash and-other debris from 'and adjacerit to trails and- - -

. paths. Debris removal can be particularly effective during the ldte winter/early

- spring period before vegetation begins to cover trash and before heavy usage.
This clean-up should include all trash visible from trails, even if it is a
considerable distance off the trail. Trash removal should also be frequent
during the spring when the area receives heavy use by fishermen. Trails with
heaviest use will need trash removal on a regular basis.

WATER-RELATED GOALS

¢ ¢ 9 o

Continue to 'pr'ovidc fishing opportunities in Lake Mohegan, North Pond and the Mill
River. : '

‘Maintain the swimming beach at the south end of Lake Mohegan.
. Prohibit swimming at all others areas.
Prohibit ice skating on Lake Mohegan and North Pond.

Prohibit motorized boating, and permit, but do not encourage non-motorized boating
on Lake Mohegan and the Mill River. Prohibit ali boating on North Pond, in

.accordance with deed restrictions.
Maintain the water quality of Lake Mohegan suitable for swimming.

MANAGEMENT PLAN FOR WATER-RELATED RECREATION

Maintain annual contact with DEP to ensure that it continues to stock the Mill River
and Lake Mohegan with trout. ' '

‘Explore with DEP the feasibility of stocking North Pond with bass.

Maintain existing and create additional casting areas for fishermen along the shores
of Lake Mohegan and North Pond. : :

Create additional shallow-water fish habitat in Lake Mohegan by felling one or two
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trees into the edge of the lake.

® Continue to post signs at appropriate locations, particularly the Cascades, indicating
that swimming is permitted at the beach area only. '

. ® Post signs during winter months indicating that ice skating is pfohibited.

. Monitor boating activities to ensure that boating does not interfere with swimming
at the beach area or become overcrowded. If problems develop, post signs indicating
no beating. --- - - - .o R '

- ® - Continue use of water circulation pumps adjacent to the swimming beach to increase

water movement and dissolved oxygen levels.
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EDUCATION AND OUTREACH

The Lake Mohegan Open Space Area offers excellent opportunities to involve both groups
and individuals in studying and understanding changes in the natural environment. Most of

the severely disturbed conditions that resuited from the extensive gravel mining operation .

and affecting large portmns of the site have gradually recovered with time. Still, changes
continue 'to occur in both vegetation and wildlife. The hydrology of the area also has
changed as a result of the gravel mining operation, and the hydrologic | regime has not yet
been completely reestablished as evidenced by downcutting of the Mill River channel In
addition, the area offers good opportunities to study local geology as a result of outcropping
of three different bedrock formations. The open space area also offers amplc parking
facilities to support educatlonal site visits by groups.

GOALS

.4 Encourage increased understanding, appreciation and support of the Lake Mohegan

Open Space Area among neighbors, Town citizenry at large, and non-resndent v1s1tors
through formally recognized school and public education programs.

MANAGEMENT PLAN

e  Develop additional information on the changing hydrology of the Mill River, _‘

particularly dovmcuttmg of the stream channel between Lake Mohegan and the
Cascades. It is recommended that a student or summer intern. assmt in the
development of this information.

. Monitor and document changes in vcgctanon throughout the site, both natural and
man-induced changes.

. Develop an informational fact sheet on the bedrock and surficial geology of the area

and its relation to the former gravel mining operation and to the hydrology of the

area. An intern could help assemble information and prepare the fact sheet.

e  Engage an intern to assist with enhancement of the wetland south of the beach area
parking lot. Develop a continuing educatxon program to monitor changes in this
wetland over time.

* Involve area groups, ‘such as school classes and scouts in special projects and periodic
maintenance and enhancement activities, such as trail maintenance. Consider

;!f!
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approaching school classes or scout troops to “adopt” certain trail improvements or
other projects that can be carried out at regularly scheduled intervals.

° Encourage teachers from nearby schools (North Stratfield Elementary) to bring
students to the area for educationai field trips.

L Engage a student.or intern to study actual and potentxa] ovcmntenng and
" reproduction of trout in Lake Mohcgan.

:.--A . » -. . 7 e : A o *%
Figure 20:-  Boy scout working to replace the wooden walkway through the wctiands south
of the beach area parking lot.
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HISTORIC PRESERVATION

The Lake Mohcgan Open Space Area offers. on]y limited opportunities for historic
prcservanon Few valuable historic features remain on the site. However, the history of the
- area- is both interesting and important to the Town of Fairfield, and this historic record

should be- prcservcd

' GOALS

®

To cncourage mcreased awarcness of the history of the Lake Mohegan site.

MANAGEMENT PLAN

Research the carly hlstory of the site, partxcular]y the’ developmcnt and operauon of
the Mohican Springs Company :

Research the history of the gravel mining operation that operated on: the site for -

many years and slgmﬁmntly altered the natural topography aﬂd hydrology of the
area.

Determine if the two old foundatlons on and 1mmed1ately adjacent to the open space '

area have lnstonc significance.
Determine if the existing spring wells on the eastern siope have hnstoncal sxgmficance

related to the Mohican Springs Company..

Prepare a fact sheet or brochure descn’bmg the hxstory of the Lake Mohegan Open
Spaee Area. o
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GENERAL OPEN SPACE MANAGEMENT
- AND ENFORCEMENT

GOALS

To ‘ad'c'qiléiely'déﬁhc and iﬂé}cAasc aiva_réncss' of '6pcn space pfopefty limits among’
users and adjacent landowners in order to reduce -instances of illegal dumping,
encroachment, and trespassing on private land.

° To provide a quality recreational experience for users withput adversely impacting on
- adjacent landowners and surrounding neighborhoods. -

L To provide adcquaté and safe access and parking for the anticipated increase in the
. number of open space visitors. ’ ' '

. To encourage responsible use-of the open space resources and to reduce instances
.of property and resource abuse through education and outreach programs.

® To develo.p a workable enforcement program which encourages community-support
and participation. » :

MANAGEMENT PLAN -

Acces§ and Parking .

Improve the Picnic Area Access Road to eliminate problems of erosion and wet
spots. ‘ : -
Create off-road parking spaécs adjacent to the Picnic Area Access ‘Road.” .

Limit pedestrian and vehicle access to authorized entry points.

Boundary Delineation, Encroachment and Screening

‘Minimize open space activit‘ies' near the borders of the Lake Mohégan Open Space

Area. These areas can provide a buffer zone between neighboring property owners
and the more intensive uses at the interior portions of the site. Where feasible,
activities near boundaries should be limited to hiking.
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Improve boundary delineation by placement of additional open space area signs
(facing toward neighboring properties) and white markings on trees (facing toward
open space area). ' _ V T

Conduct a major clean-up of all boundaries to remove accumulated debris. Enlist the

support of adjacent property owners and groups such as scouts and service clubs.
Annually patrol boundaries and remove additional debris.

Send a letter to all adjacent property owners informing them of the preparation of

this management plan for the Lake Mohegan Open Space Area and encouraging
them to use the area and to help maintain boundaries in good condition (ie. no
debris disposal or cutting of vegetation on open space property).

Periodically send a letter to all adjacent property owners (e.g. every two years)
informing them of any major changes and improvements in the open space area and
soliciting their assistance in maintaining the open space area, including boundaries,
in good condition. ‘

Plant evergreens or other appropriate species along boundaries to provide a visual
screen between the open space area and houses and other structures outside the

- open space. area.

Sign Maintenance-

Replace the existing Rules and Regulations signs with another type of sign that is
easier to read. The existing signs highlight Section numbers of the regulations.
Actual information regarding permissible and prohibited uses is in fine print. The
signs should be revised to highlight a summary of what is permitted and prohibited,
with the actual text (and section numbers) in fine print.

Place revised Rules and Regulations signs at all vehicular and authorized pedestrian
points of entry into the open space area. .

Place large Lake Mohegan Open Space Signs at all poirits of vehicular entry into the
open space area. ' :

Develop a new, small Lake Mohegan Open Space sign and install one c_)f- these signs
at each authorized pedestrian entry into the open space area.

Place signs at the Picnic Area and the Cascades indicating swimming at beach area
only.

Install trail posts at selected locations on major trails and. maintenance roads.

Construct a kiosk at the two main parking areas (Beach parking lot and picnic area)
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to provide information on the Lake Mohegan Open Space Area, including the trail
and road system and history of the area. v

L Develop and post signs and/or an informational brochure informing users of
protective measures to take against Lyme Disease. The increasing prevalence of this
disease warrants special efforts to alert and mform open space users. :

'] Install a standard highway stop sign on open space property at the intersection of Old
Morehause Highway, Morehouse. Highway, and Mohican Hill Road (see Map 10). .
There is presently no stop sign at this intersection, and cars exiting from the open
space area should be required to stop before entering Morehouse Highway or tummg
onto-Mohican Hill Road. :

ENFORCEMENT

¢  Reformat Rules and Regulations sign to encourage more users to read it.

o Post reformatted open space Rules and Regulatlons at all vehicle and pedestrian
entrances.

L Encourage nelghborhood watch of open space parcel.

e  Seek cooperanon with CT DOT to control unauthorized access from Merritt parkway

‘ right-of-way. . : ,

* ‘Improve weekend enforcement capabilities through special police or additional
Conservation Department staff.

POTENTIAL ACQUISITIONS

A few parcels of land adjacent to the existing Lake Mohegan Open Spacc Area . would
enhance the open spaoe area if they could be acquired by the Town and added to the open
space area.- _

Boundary with Merntt Parkway nght-of-way The GE corporatlon has rctamcd two -
small parcels of land adjacent to the Merritt Parkway right-of-way, one near the
western end of thé northern open space boundary and the other at the eastern end
of the northern open space boundary.? Negotiations should be initiated with GE to
explore the possibility of GE donating these small parcels of land to the Town.

See Appendix A for maps showing the locaton of these twb.parcels.
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GE Pond. If, at some point in the future, the GE Pond and. sediment basin (and

possibly also the helicopter landing area) at the northwest corner of the GE property
should ho longer be needed by GE or any subsequent owner, the Town of Fairfield

should seek to acquire this property and include it as part of the Lake Mohegan
Open Space Area.. :

Residence adjacent to Morehouse Highway. The smg!c-famﬂy res:dence adjacent to

- Morehouse Highway extends into the open space area at the northwest corner of the

area. If an opportunity should. arise for the Town to acquire this property at a
reasonable cost, the property should be acquired: Addition of this ‘parcel would
climinate potential conflicts between open space uses and residential use and offer
greater alternaives for uses in the northwest corner of the open space parcel.

The Town should. also consider acquiring the lot or an easement across the lot on
Adley Road near the  Stratfield School  that prcscntly provxdcs schoo] and
nc:ghborhood access to the open space- area.

. 7
."M I

s.§¥‘ »,‘.,' 5_‘,‘ %,,,%

Figure 21: Aerial view of GE headquarters, North Pond (m photo center) GE Pond and
GE sediment basin (smallest pond). Merritt Parkway in left foreground and
CL&P right-of-way in upper right.
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MANAGEMENT PLANS
FOR SITE SPECIFIC AREAS

Based on a 'combinatiori of natural _featurés, present use,and pote‘ntfal usés, 12 distinct
management unijts have Geen identified, as listed below and show on Map 12: s

Nemeth
Mermitt .
North Pond
Cascades

-~ Morehouse
Picnic Area
West Lake
East Lake .

9 Mohegan-North

00 N OV L o

10 Mohegan-South

11. Lake Residence '
12.  Beach and Swimming Area

Detailed recommendations are provided for each of these management units.




MOHEGAN - NORTH
MOHEGAN - SOUTH
LAKE RESIDENCE

NEMETH
MERRITT
NORTH POND
CASCADES
MOREHOUSE
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NEMETH MANAGEMENT UNIT

DESCRIPTION OF EXISTING CONDITIONS

. Location -

The Nemeth Management Unit is a small area of about 5 acres, located in the northwest
corner of the Lake Mohegan Open Space Area. The unit is bounded on the north by the
Connecticut DOT right-of-way for the Merritt Parkway and by the Merritt Management
Unit; on the east by the Merritt Management Unit; on the south by the southern boundary
of the CL&P right-of-way and the Morehouse Management Unit; and on the west by the
Morehouse Management Unit; a single family residence, and Morehouse Highway.

DiStinctive Features

Most of this management unit is maintained as an open field by annual mowing of the
vegetation — mainly grasses and herbaceous species. . The entire management unit plus.
- adjacent land were acquired by the Town in 1985 just prior to subdivision development. The
General Electric Corporation provided-funds for acquisition. Most of the area included in
this management unit was formerly the site of a private residence and a dog kennel. All
buildings were removed after the property was acquired, but some evidence of the previous
use remains. The most prominent remnant is the driveway and parking area for the former
dog kennel. Other remnants include some debris in and along the stone fence that divides
the Nemeth and Merritt units and an old well or concrete block lined cavity located under
the large spruce tree at the corner of the stone fence. This well was covered with soil, but
recently has become partially exposed. A transmission tower is located in the CL&P right-
of-way. .

Vegetziti()n_ o

Most of the Nemeth Unit is covered by grasses and herbaceous vegetation. Much of the
area has received an annual fall mowing, maintaining it as an open field. Depending upon
the season and the time interval since the last mowing, the area may be quite open, or may
be covered by an almost impenetrable growth of dense herbaceous vegetation, particularly
burdock. Dense stands of sumac are located along the northern boundary.of the CL&P
right-of-way. Sumac is also found within the right-of-way, along with grasses and small shrubs.
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Trails and Roads

The main entry to the Nemeth Management Unit is the driveway for the old dog kennel.
The driveway is located off of Morehouse Highway about 100 feet south of the bridge over
the Merritt Parkway and about 50 feet north of the driveway to the private residence. A
metal swing gate controls vehicle access into the parking area from the driveway. There is
parking space for a maximum of two vehicles outside the gate. The driveway and parking
area are now delineated by a wood rail fence. The parking area is large enough to

accommodate 15 to 20 cars, or two or three buses in addition to several cars. Use of the .
parking area is by special arrangement only, since the gate is normally locked.. At the -

eastern end of the parking area are a wooden bar gate, which provides access for
maintenance vehicles, and a pedestrian access control gate.

et LT,

Nemeth Unit from Morehouse Highway.

Figure 22: Entrance to the
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Two existing trails cross portions of the Nemeth Unit, both originating at the pedestrian
control gate. One trail extends south across the mowed field and crosses the CL&P right-of-
way about 50 feet west of the transmission tower. In the area of the CL&P right-of-way, this
trail is. clearly defined with grass. Tt is much less clearly defined in the open field; only
slightly identifiable as 4 grassy pathway among the herbaceous vegetation and practically
impassable during much of the summer season. From the transmission tower, users are -
afforded a good view along the CL&P right-of-way, including the pool below the Cascades.
The second trail that begins at the pedestrian control gate leads east into the Merritt- Unit
and is more clearly defined. An additional path extends along the CL&P right-of-way;
beginning at Old Morehouse Highway on the west (top of slope) and winding downslope to .
the Mill River. _ _ ' '

Signs

The only signs on this management unit are located at the entrance from Morelouse
Highway and along the northern property boundary. At the Morehouse Highway entrance:
a Rules and Regulations sign is posted on a tree. Open Space boundary marker signs and
white paint marks are located at intervals along the northern boundary. These boundary
markers are infrequent and difficult to see. o ' :

RECOMMENDATIONS

Management Objectives

The primary management objectives for the Nemeth Unit are wildlife enhancement, passive
recreation and education. S '

A previous réport suggested that this area might be suitable for development as a group day-
use area, especially for picnicking. The availability of parking space seems to be the primary

‘reason for this suggestion. More intensive use of this area would be inconsistent with the

overall management of the Lake Mohegan Open Space Area, particularly maintaining a
buffer between inténsive use areas and adjacent residential areas. - Therefore, it is
recommended that the area continue to be used primarily for passive recreation and wildlife
enhancement. Nevertheless, the availability of the parking area with its capacity for several
vehicles, including twa or three buses, does provide special opportunities. The Nemeth unit
can serve as a convenient access point for groups (such as schools, scouts, and other
organizations) using the northern portion of the Lake Mohegan Open Space Area for
educational field trips. By using the Nemeth unit, these groups and their vehicles can avoid
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the Picnic Area and the greater congestion in that area. The Nemeth parking area provides
the only suitable parking for buses other than the beach parking lot.

The Nemeth parking area could also-provide parking for a vehicle and horse trailer, thereby
providing access to the Lake Mohegan Open Space Area for horseback riding by persons

who do not live or maintain a horse in -the immediate vicinity of the open space area. Use

of this parking area for horse trailers should be limited, and horseback riding activity should

be monitored to ensure that it does- not mtcrfere with other open spaoe uses or cause

erosion problems.

Vegetation and Wildlife Management \

-

" The Nemeth Unit should be carefully managcdv for wildlife enhancement, particularly birds

and small mammals. The site lends itself well to wildlife enhancement: a limited variety of
vegetation favored by wildlife is currently available, it receives only moderate use by visitors,
‘and it serves as a node for two wildlife corridors. One corridor extends about .4 mile east

to the G.E. propcrty and has a variety of wooded, open space and water environments
(wooded wetland, river, ponds). The other corridor extends:south for about .6 mile and is

primarily wooded. Specific rccommcndanons to enhance wildlife habitat include:

. Continue annual late fall mowing of the herbaceous vegetation in thc field, Keep the
total mowed area approximately.the same as the area that was mowed in the fall of

1988. However, modify somewhat the pattern of mowing to provide a more irregular

shape that will create a greater edge effect for both enhanced wildlife value and
visual appca] ~

. Seed the field with grasses such'as tall fescue, Tioga deertongue and Blackwell sthch
grass that provide good wildlife bcneﬁt and will supplement the exxstmg herbaceous
vegetation. .

¢  Plant several small trees or small clumps of shrubs at random Iocatlons in the field
to provide food, cover and nesting habitat for birds. Appropnatc species include:
chokecherry, crabapple and eastern red cedar. Mark the location of new plantings
with stakes to ensure that they are not destroyed during the annual fall mowing.

. Plant hemlocks or other evergreens along the south side of the parking area (between
the existing - wood rail fence and the property line) to provide visual screening
between the parking area and the private residence. The current owner of the
residence should be consulted prior to planting. |

° Plant hemlocks along the northern boundary of the open space area to provide a
future visual and noise barrier between the Merritt Parkway and the open space area,
to help delineate the boundary of the Lake Mohegan Open Space Area, and to

Nl
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provide additional evergreen vegetation for wildlife.

Plant shrubs and small trees along the field side of the stone fence separating the
Nemeth ‘and Merritt units. Appropriate species include bicolor lespedeza,
chokecherry, graystem dogwood, American holly, and crabapple.

Trail and Road Management

Two major trails are recommended to begin in this unit: The Nemeth Trail which extends
. south across the Nemeth and Morehouse units and connects with the West Lake Trail in the
West Lake Unit; and the Merritt Loop Trail.

Abandon the éxisting trail that presently leads south across the field. Seed this
existing trail with grasses valuable for wildlife (as described above).

-Maintain a trail extending from the pedestrian access control gate east along the

northern edge of the field to the tree line leading intp the Merritt Unit. (From this
point, the Merritt Loop Trail would continue to the east in its present location.)

Seed this trail segment with a hearty gia‘ss,’-suqh as red fescue, for a width of about

five feet,

‘Create a new trail (Némc;h Trail) extending south through the field, parallel to and
‘about 15 feet west of the existing stone wall that divides the Merritt and Nemeth

Units (and ‘'mature woodland from open field). Once the trail reaches the point

_ where the stone wall turns east in the vicinity of the large spruce.tree, it should trend
southwest until it connects with the existing trail just north of the transmission tower.
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Sign Maintenance

Install a large “Lake Mohegan Open Space Area” sign at the entrance from
Morehouse Highway. This sign may be located just ms:de the metal gate or further
east, adjacent to the large parking area.

Install a revised “Rules and chulat]ons sign adjacent to the gatc at Morehousc
nghway : ‘ -

_vInsta]l a trail identification post at the pomt where the Ncmeth and Merritt Trails
diverge, indicating the name and direction of each.

Increase the number of Open Space Area signs and pamt markings aiong the

' northcrn propcrty boundary

‘Other Man‘agément Activities

Fill andfor cap the old well located under the largc spruce tree (and near the
- relocated Nemeth Trail) to avoid any possibility of injury to users of the site.

"Remove debris from the area in and around the stone fence that separates the

Nemeth and Merritt Units..

If, at some time in the future, an opportunity should arise to acquire the smgle family
residence located between Old Morehouse Highway, Morehouse Highway and the

‘open space area, the Town should seriously consider such acquisition. The addition

of this parcel to the Lake Mohegan Open Space Area would provide for additional
buffer area between the open space parcel and adjacent residential areas and

increase use opportumtxe; in t_hxs portion of the open space area.
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MERRITT MANAGEMENT UNIT

DESCRIPTION OF EXISTING CONDITIONS

Location

The Merritt Management Unit is located in the north central part of the Lake Mohegan
Open Space Area and includes about 15 acres. It is bounded on the nurid vy the
- Connecticut DOT right-of-way for the Merritt Parkway; on the east by the Mill River; on
the south by the Cascades and Morehouse Management Units; and on the west by the
Nemeth Management Unit. '

Distinctive Features

Most of the area included in this management unit was donated to the Town by the General
Electric Corporation in 1974 and is subject to certain deed restrictions, including maintaining
the natural conditions and prohibitions against camping, picnicking and other active forms -
of recreation. Although this area is immediately adjacent to the Cascades Unit, it does not
receive particularly heavy use. :

The foundation of an old building is located just over the property line in the northwest part
of the unit and adjacent to a major trail through the area. Several stone fences cross the
area. A stone fence that extends northwest-southeast along the base of a slope in the
western part of the unit is probably the best preserved stone fence on the Lake Mohegan
Open Space Area. Remnants of an old wire fence are located along a portion of the
northern property boundary. ' '

Vegetation

This management unit is completely wooded (except for the area in the CL&P right-of-way)
with the dominant species being mature oak, beech, hickory and birch. Young birch and
beech saplings dominate the understory. A few large hemlocks are located near the Mill
River in the northeast part of the unit. A wooded wetland exists in the southeast part of the
unit at the base of the steep slope to the west. This wetland extends to the south under the
power line right-of-way and into the Morehouse Unit.
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Trails and Roads

Several trails and paths and a maintenance road traverse the unit. The three segments of
major trails are: :

L An east-west trail beginning at the juncture of the Merritt and Nemeth Managemen‘f ;
_ Units and extending eastward until it Joms thh another major trai] (old road)
oriented north-south (see below). a

o An old road which trends north-south and begms at the Picnic Area Access Road and
extends through the Merritt Unit almost to the Merritt Parkway.

e  Abranch off of the old road which leads to the bndge across the Mill Rlver

In addition to these major. tralls several other paths exist throughout the area. 'I'hc most
notable of these are: :

® ° A reasonably well delineated path extends north from the Upper Mill River Bridge *
paralleling the Mill River, generally 10 to 30 feet away from the streambank. . At -
times this path becomes ill-defined and different routes are available. The path
extends off of the open space property all the way to the small watercourse and

. wetland running along the south side of the Merritt Parkway where it curves to the
west, connecting with the old road. A path also extends across the watetcourse and
onto the shoulder of the Merritt Parkway. :

o Two additional, but not well defined, paths trend east-west and connect the Mxll
River path with the old road to the west. :

. A poorly defined path connects the old road with the main Memtt trail. This path.
trends southwest-northeast and runs between two small hillocks in the northern part
of the Merritt Unit. The trail begins directly across the old road from the middle
path connecting with the Mill River path and emerges near the point where two
stone walls converge just north of the Merritt Traik

K A well defined path enters the Merritt Umt from off the open space property This
- path begiis at Morehouse Highway immediately south of the bridge over the Merritt
Parkway and extends southeast until if intersects with the Merritt Trail at the location -

of the old foundation. '

® An east-west path extends across the CL&P right-of-way, 'beginning at the eastern
edge of the Nemeth Management Unit and extending downbhill across the wetland
and into the flat, grassy open area just west of the pool below the Cascades.
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The southwest portion of the Merritt Unit is notabie for the absence of trails. This wooded
area, which includes the wetland, is the largest block of land in the entire Lake Mohc.g.an
Open Space Area without any defined trails. As such it provides important opportunities
for wildlife, o

-

Figure 23: View looking north from the bridge over.the‘Mill River.

RECOMMENDATIONS

Management Objectives

The principal management objectives. for the Merritt Mahagemenf Unit é_n‘e passive
recreation and wildlife enhancement. ' ' '

Vegetation and Wildlife Management

. Maintain and enhance the wildlife habitat value of the existing wetland area. Two
main actions are recommended:
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>  Avoid any further trail development adjacent to the wetland or in the block
of woodland currently without any existing trails;

> Install a Woodduck box within the wetland. The most likely location would -

be near the northern end of the wetland, where some water is present
throughout most of the year.
Plant hemlocks along the northern boundary of the property hnc, extcndmg from the

_eastern edgc of the Nemeth Unit to the Mill River. Addition of these evergreens will

provide a greater sound and visual barrier between the open space area and the

Merritt Parkway, and wﬂ] help define the northern boundary of the open space area. .

Create several brush pxlcs for wildlife habitat at’ swttered locations throughout the

area. Fallen trees and branches and brush cut for trail mamtenancc can be used to

create these brush. piles. , _ _
Release small hemlocks and cedar trees scattered throughout the area. Bxccpt for

the small group of mature hemlocks near the Mill River, very little evergreen

vegetation is found in this area. Several small hemlocks and a few small eastern red
cedar trees are located in-the understory throughout the site. “These young trees

‘should be allowed to mature by periodically cutting any vines that may grow into the

trees, and removing ncarby branches and poor quahty dec1duous trees to permit

- additional hght to reach the young evergreens. _
' Periodically remove overmature and diseased trees to allow -youn'ger, MmOore vigorous

trees to mature. - Whenever possible, select in favor of young oak and mapies.

Trail Maintenance .

Designate a main trail, to be called the Merritt Loop Trail. The Merritt Loop Trail

would include the existing trail beginning at the juncture with the Nemeth
Management Unit and extending eastward to the old road (Cascades Maintenance
Road). From the junction with the road, the trail/road combination would extend

- northward for about 400 feet. From this point the trail would leave the road,
_extending westward. along an existing poorly defined path that runs between two

hillocks until it reconnects with the Merritt Loop Trail.

> Upgrade this existing path to full trail status by trimming branches and
removing small trees that have grown into the path.

> Eliminate an existing wet spot on the Memitt Loop Trail located just

northwest of the wooded wetland. This low spot should be filled and a
shallow, grassed swale created to permit drainage into the wetland.

Maintain the Cascades Maintenance Road so that it can serve maintenance and
emergency vehicles and serve as a trail.
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Maintain the road from the point where it enters the Merrift unit from the
south until it reaches the Upper Mill River Bridge.

Maintain the northern extension {designated as part of the Merritt Loop Trail)
of this old road all the way to the north end of the Lake Mohegan Spacc
Property, just south of the Merritt Parkway.

Eliminate wet spots in the segment of the road south of the junction with the
Merritt Loop. Trail and north of the road branch that extends east to the

: Upper Mill River-Bridge.. A major wet area exists-in this location. The low

spot in the road should be filled and one or more shallow, grassed swales
crcatcd to drain water from the road into the wetland to the west.

e  All other trails - and paths previously described should receive only minimum
mamtcnance primarily to minimize erosion.

>

. The path that parallels the west bank of the Mill vacr should be monitored

to ensure that users do not create a trail immediately along the bank of the
river.
The section of trail along the CL&P right-of-way should be seeded to grasses

- and waterbars or rock barriers installed to reduce erosion and discourage use.

Sign Maintenance

o "Place a_dditionél' Open Space signs and white paint along the northern boundary,
- particularly where trails.cross or come near the boundary.

1 Install trail posts at the following locations:

Where the Merritt Loop Trail dlv:des, about 150 feet east of the old

>
~ foundation.
> Where the Merritt Loop Trail mtersccts with the Cascades Mamtenance
Road. -
> Where the Merritt Loop Trail turns west off of the old road. - _
Other Mmeqt Activities
® Initiate discussions with the GE corporation to determine if GE would be willing to

donate the two small parcels of land they own located between the Merritt Umt and
the Merritt Parkway right-of-way.
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NORTH POND MANAGEMENT UNIT

DESCRIPTION OF EXISTING CONDITIONS

Location

The North Pond Management Unit occupies the northeast corner of the Lake Mohegan
Open Space Area. It includes North Pond and ine surrounding land. The unit is bounded
on the north and east by property of the General Electric Company; on the south by the
Mohegan-North Unit; and on the west by the Cascades Unit and the Mill River. The total
mapagement unit consists of about 12 acres.

Distinctive Features

The boundary with the GE property is clearly delineated with a six-foot chain link fence
erected and maintainéd by GE. The fence is placed about five to ten feet on the GE side
of the boundary. Concreté and metal boundary markers are jocated at points along the
property boundary. A wide gate is located in the fence along the northern boundary,
between North Pond and the GE pond. '

North Pond was created as part of the former gravel mining operation. The pond is about
3 acres in surface area, with a north-south length of about 600 feet and a maximum cast-
west width of about 350 feet. Depths throughout most of the pond range between 4 and 6
feet, with a maximum depth of about 9 feet. Around most of the pond, banks rise steeply
to a surrounding flat terrace. :

'I'hc. primary source of water f(_ir -thc_ pond is groundwater. Some fiow enters the pond as
surface runoff from the surrounding land, particularly from the steep slopes east of the pond.
A very small year-round watercourse enters the pond at the northeast corner, and sediment

associated with this watercourse has created a small delta extending into the pond.

During high flow conditions, water from the Mill River can enter the pond through an
excavated channel which enters the pond at its northwest corner. An old road crosses over
this channel, but an 18 inch culvert allows for flow of water between the river and the pond.
At the time that gravel mining was still active, it appears that water from the Mill River may
have flowed into the pond regularly. Partial filling of this channel near the Mill River and/or
downcutting of the channel of the Mill River now limit inflow to the pond to high water

I
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conditions. The outlet from thc pond is an ckcavatcd channel located at the southern end
of the pond. This channel has a maximum depth of about 15 feet below the surrounding
land. . .

The pond is not stocked with trout, and fishing — while common — is not as intensive as

. on Lake Mohegan. Warm water species such as pickerel and large-mouth bass are the

predominant species.

The GE px-répérty-nor‘th and east of the .Noi‘th Pond Unit exerts a strong influence on this

area. The major influences are the visible presence (especially during winter months) of the
GE buildings, and the occasional take offs and landings of helicopters from the helipad just
north of North Pond. While not prolonged, the noise from the helicopters can significantly
alter the open space experience. Also. located on the GE property are a small sediment-

~ basin about .5 acre in size and a pond (GE Pond) of about one acre, both of which drain

to the Mill River through an excavated channel (the sediment basin drains into the GE
Pond). o '

Another important influence on the North Pond Unit is the Connecticut DOT right-of-way
for the Merritt Parkway; a strip of land about 200 feet wide between the Merritt Parkway
and the GE property. Located within this right-of-way are a small pond and wetland
immediately south of the Merritt Parkway and an old roadway which provides unofficial, but
essentially unrestricted, access to the Lake Mohegan Open Space Area from the north.
Many visitors to the area clearly make use of this old roadway. The main entrance to this
road is from Easton Turnpike immediately to the north of the GE gatehouse. The road can
also be accessed from the Service Area on the Merritt Parkway). This old road extends all

. the way to the -Mill River, but has been closed off about one-third of the distance (behind

the Service Area) with an earthen berm across the road’. The area near the berm has been
heavily used for illegal dumping of all types of debris. Entrance to the portion of the road
west of the berm can still be gained from the eastbound lane of the Merritt Parkway by |
traversing the flat, grassy shoulder of the Merritt Parkway and a rock and earth berm
between the Parkway and the old road. Motorcycles and off-road vehicles appear to have
used this entry point. . Motorcycles can gain access to the Lake Mohegan Open Space Area -
along a path leading from the old road into the open space area, but 3- and 4-wheel vehicles

- are effectively denied entry due to a major constriction in'the path caused by a combination

of-the GE fence, treés and bank-of the Mill River.

All of the land in this management unit was donated to the Town by GE in 1974 and is
subject to the same deed restrictions that apply to the Merritt Unit.

g Sometime 'duriﬁg March or April 1989, the w0p of the berm was partially removed and off-road

vehicles can now go over the berm.
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Vegetation

Vegetation in this unit is quite varied. The banks of the pond support riparian vegctanon
including several small stands of autumn olive. Cattails and other wetland species have
developed on the small delta at the northeast corner of the pond.

Immediately surrounding North Pond on the north and south sides, the land is quite ﬂat with
little or no soil and limifed vegetation. The south side’ of the pond in particuldr still
maintains the appearance of a gravel min¢ operation and is almost completely devoid of
vegetation. Elsewhere south of the pond, the land slopes steeply upward and is covered with
young to mature oak, hJckoxy and particularly beech. o

Figure 24: Unvegetated areé on the south side of North Pond.
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The north side of the pond has a sparse cover of grasses, shrubs and young trees and is
mowed annually. Nearer the northern boundary with GE, the vegetation is more dense and

includes a variety of species, deciduous and evergreen.

West and northwest of the pond and extending to the Mill River, the topography is gcntly
rolling, and vegctatlon is mostly young beech trees.

- The Conservatxon Dcpartment has planted white pme scedlmgs along the GE fence line to.

supplement the natural vegetation. These white pines are only a few years old-and generally
3-5 feet tall. In a few years they will form a year-round visual screen between the open

'space property and the GE property. The Conservation Department has also planted
hemlock, white pine and spruce seedlings along the trail on the east side of the pond.

Trails and Roads
Several trails and paths-have been established throughout the North Pond Unit, including:

] A trail that circles the pond, including a crossing over the pond outlet. A wooden
footbndgc previously provided all-weather passage. across the outlet, but only
remnants of the wooden footmgs remain. Moderate sized fieldstones in the channel
now provide the mearis of crossmg, except during periods of high water.

L The trail along the east bank of the Mill River, extending from the Upper Mill River
bridge to the northern property boundary and connecting with- the old road in the
Merritt Parkway right-of-way. The northern part of this trail crosses the North Pond
inlet and the outlet from the GE Pond. Both crossings are wet during much of the
year, and the outlet from the GE Pond usually has a small flow.. Cobblestones ini the
channel enable hikers-to cross this small watercourse.

L Several east—wcst trails connecting the trail around North Pond to the trail along the
east bank of the Mill River. :

> A trail that runs along’ the northern: property boundary adjacent to the GE
. fence. = .

> .  Three paths Iocated between the North Pond. inlet channel and the North

- Pond outlet channel: one just south of the inlet channel, one just west of the

outlet channel, and one approximately half-way between these two. The path

just west of the outlet channel rises steeply over a small ridge. Along the

slopes of this ridge the trail is eroded and railroad tie steps have deteriorated.

® A trail on the east side of the outlet channel, leading from the flat, gravely area on
the southeast side of the pond to the small bridge across the southern end of the
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outlet channel (near the Cascades). The northern end of this trail coincides with an
old roadbed and is deeply entrenched.

® A trail leading east from the gravel terrace on the southeast side of the pond and up
the steep slope southeast of the pond. This trail is steep, severely eroded and
bypasses deteriorated railroad tie steps. :

Signs

There are no signs within this unit cxcept for Open Space boundary marker signs and white
boundary markmgs on trees.

RECOM'MENDA,T_IONS ;

Management Objectives_i. _

Because of the deed restrictions that apply to this area, only limited activities are possible
in the short term. However, the unit possesses strong potential for more intensive
recreational use, and is a likely candidate for more active management after the deed
restrictions have expired. For the immediate future, management ob}cctlves include passive
recreation and wildlife cnhanccmcnt.

Vegetation and Wildlife Management

e  Maintain white pine plantings along the fence separating the GE property from the

‘ Lake Mohegan Open Space area. These plantings are needed to help screen the

open space area from the GE buildings and the helicopter landing area. Consult with

" GE to-make sure that the trees planted will not réach a height that will adversely
interfere with helicopter take offs and landings.

L2 After the white pines along the fence have reached a height of about 6-8 feet, plant
shrubs such as crabapple or Autumn Olive between the fence and the white pines.
Since this area will generally be on GE property, GE should be consulted to obtain
permission for the plantings. These shrubs will provide additional visual and noise
barriers between the GE property and the open space property. They will also
provide additional wildlife habitat and a corridor for wildlife movement. Mark the
new plantings with stakes so they can be identified and avoided when the area is
mowed.
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L Maintain the tree and shrub vegetation along the edges of the pond to provide for
bird, small mammal and fish habitat and shading of the edges of the pond.

] Maintain existing openings and create an additional 2-3 small openings in the
vegetation along the banks of the pond for ﬁshmg access. .

L Increase the vegetative cover around the pond to gradually eliminate the gravel mine
. appcarancc, partxcularly the large flat area at the south end of the pond..

> . Add soil or compost to the gravel areas to- prowdc a soil base suitable for

vegetative growth.
> Plant the gravel areas with grasses that provxde good wildlife habxtat, such as

tall fescue, Blackwell switchgrass, and Tioga Deertongue.
> Plant trees and small shrubs in the area southeast of the pond.

° Consult with the Connecticut DEP Fisheries Unit regarding improved fish habitat in
the North Pond. Principal actions to consider are:

> Stocking of North Pond with bass.

> Adding shallow water habitat by creating a small island in thc middle of the
. pond.

> Providing shade and cover by mstallmg one or two small floating islands in the
: pond

L Instal] a Woodduck box in North Pond, GE Pond or the small pond in thc Merritt
Parkway right-of-way. The GE Pond and Merritt Pond may offer the best
opportunities because they receive less disruption from human activity. The
Conservation Department should seek cooperation and approval from GE and the
Connecticut DOT to place Woodduck boxes in these ponds.

. Remove beech, birch and other saplings from the bed and lower banks of the North
Pond outlet channel. (Use the cut trees to help create brush piles to help block the
existing trail on the west side of the outlct channel (scc below) and to create wildlife
habitat).

® - Release the hemlock saplings growmg along the banks of the North Pond outlet
channel by cutting nearby vegetation and some overhead branches to allow additional
light and growing space for the hemlocks. ‘

Trail and Road Management

L Designate the trail encircling the pond as the North Pond Trail and maintain as a
major- trail. The north end of the North Pond Trail begins at the Mill River Trail
about 150 feet north of the Upper Mill River Bridge. From this point the trail
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extends northeast thrdugh the small wooded area to the west side of the pond,
around the pond and cndmg at the small bridge over the North Pond outlet (near the
Cascades).

Eliminate or minimize wet and crodmg areas on the North Pond Trail:.

> At the northeast corner of the lake where the small, perennial watercourse:
’ crosses the trail, flow should bc confined to a pipe installed underneath the - .

trail.

> Other ephcmera] watercourscs coming off the stecp slope to the east and
crossing the trail should be dispersed with waterbars.

> Place two or three large flat-topped boulders in the North Pond outlet which
can serve as stepping stones across the outlet during periods of high flow.
These boulders should be heavy enough to prevent manual removal or
relocation (i.e. larger than the existing stepping stones), but should not block
flow from the pond.

> Install waterbars on the steep, gravely banks on the east and west sides of the
North Pond outlet to reduce erosion. ' '

Close off the existing trail leading from the Mill River Bridge east across the ridge
to North Pond. This short trail is steep, subject to erosion, and the existing railroad
tie steps have deteriorated. Dead logs and branches used in trzil clearing should be
piled along this existing trail to prevent its use. The railroad ties should be removed
and used as. the base for a wildlife brush pile. Evergreen trees (hemlocks) should be
planted along the trail in between brush piles. A wood rail fence may need to be

installed on both the east and west sides of the closed trail to further discourage

pedestrian traffic while the planted trees become established. .

Place one or two large, flat-topped boulders in thc North Pond inlet channel to
facilitate crossing.

Place one or two ]argc, flat-topped boulders in the GE Pond outlet channel to

facilitate crossing. :
Eliminate the trail leading from the flat grave] aréa at the southeast corner of North

Pond up the steep slope to the east. Existing, deteriorating railroad ties should be
removed and the ruts and gullies filled with soil, seeded with a hearty, shade tolerant
grass such as red fescue, and planted with a few tree seedlings. In addition, a rail
fence should be installed at the base of the slope to direct traffic away from this
closed-off trail.

Create a control point at the unofficial entrance to the Lake Mohegan Open Space
Area from the northern boundary on the east side of the Mill River. The primary
purpose should be to prevent motorcycles and ATVs from entering the open space
area from this Jocation. The best location to establish a control point would be at the
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point where the GE fence comes within about 10 feet of the east bank of the Mill
River. Placement of two properly spaced stanchions (concrete filled metal or PVC
poles or segments of telephone poles) should serve to prevent entry by motorized
vehicles while not impeding pedestrian entry. This location is on GE property and
permission from GE would be needed before carrying out this recommendation. .

e Do not allow trees or large shrubs to grow into the emérgency access way south of
' the gate in the GE fence.. '

Sign Maintenance |

L Install a small Lake Mohegan Open Space Area sign and a Rules and chulétions
. sign at the northern entrance to the site, just south of the GE fence at the location

of the stanchions.

* Install a trail post on the Mill River Trail at the junction with the North Pond Trail
The trail post should identify the Mill River Trail and the North Pond Trail.

Other Management' Acfivitiés

o Annually, and following major storms, remove debris that may clog the culvert in the -

North Pond inlet channel.

° Work with the Connecticut DOT to improve traffic barriers along the old road south
of the Merritt Parkway. This access point is currently being used for illegal dumping
of material behind the Service Area on the Merritt Parkway and occasional access
to the Mill River. Improved or new traffic barriers are needed in four locations:

> Install 2 metal swing gate at the eastern entrance of the road, near the GE-
gatehouse. This location would be most effective because of its nearness to

_ the GE gatehouse. ' : : '

> Install a- berm and/or guard rail behind the service area on the Merritt
Parkway to prevent vehicles from entering through the service area.

>  Improve the existing earthen berm across the old road behind the service

- area. The height of this berm has been reduced (in March or April, 1989)

enabling access by some 4-wheel drive vehicles. as well as ATVs.

> Improve the rock and stone berms in the right-of-way south of and parallel
with the Merritt Parkway. Vehicles have been crossing these berms. In
addition to raising the height of the berms, installation of a guard rail along
the highway may be necessary. :

o Maintain an agreement with GE for emérgency access through the gate in the GE
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fence along the northern property boundary between North Pond and the GE Pond.
After the time frame for deed restrictions has expired (or earlier if GE will permit

‘or. the Town has been able to acquire part of the GE land), the Town should

consider developing the area around North Pond for more intensive use. Because

. the area is flat with large areas of open space, and js well removed from residential

neighborhoods, it provides a good location for more intensive uses such as picnicking.
If, at some point in the future, GE or 2 subsequent owner of the GE property should
no longer desire to retain the area that includes the GE Pond, sediment basin and
helipad, the Town should consider acquiring all or part of this area. :
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CASCADES MANAGEMENT UNIT

DESCRIPTION OF EXISTING CONDITIONS

Location

The Cascades Management Unit is located in thc north-central portion of the Lakc
Mohegan Open Space Area. It is bounded-on the north by the Merritt, North Pond and

~ Mohegan-North units; on the east by the Mohegan-North unit; on the south by.the Picnic

Area unit; and on the west by the Morehouse and Merritt units. The: Cascades Unit totals
about 8 acres. : :

Distinctive Features

The most distinctive. feature of the Cascades Unit is the bedrock outcropping in the Mill

River that creates the section of short rapids known as the Cascades. The Cascades draw

more people to the Lake Mohegan Open Space Area than any other area except for the

~ swimming beach. Swimming is. also a popular — but unauthonzed —_ actmty in the pool
just below the cascades. o ' . , _ R

Climbing on and among the exposed bedrock on both the east and west banks of the Mill
River is popular. People often picnic in this area and litter is a major problem, particularly
broken glass. The small pool just below the cascades is reportedly heavily httered with
broken glass. _ _ . ‘

Because. of the hlgh use this area reccxves, trails exist throughout the area, and the west
bank of the Mill R:ver ad]acent to the mscades is almost complete]y dcvmd of vegetataon

_ Vegetation

Vegetation in the Cascades Umt is of three major types: mature oak, beech and hickory;
~ a thick tangle of thick herbaceous vegetation immediately around the pool under the CL&P

right-of-way; and a small mcadow or grassy area on the west bank under the CL&P right-of-
way. _ ,
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‘Trails and Roads

Several roads and trails occur in the unit. Two main trails/roads originate at the Picnic Area

Access Road and lead to the Mill River at the cascades and to the Upper Mill River Bridge.
Both of these roads/trails have pedestrian access and maintenance vehicle control gates in

the wood rail fence beside the Picnic Area Access Road. The easternmost road/trail that
begins at the Picnic Area Access Road is heavily used and in places is deeply rutted and

often wet. Secondary trails have developed to bypass the wet areas. Just south of the
CL&P right-of-way the two roads/trails merge and extend across the right-of-way to the
northern part of the Cascades Unit. One branch of the road continues off the Cascades
Unit into the Merritt Unit (where it has been designated as part of the Merritt Loop Trail),
and another branch turns east to the: Upper Mill River Bridge.

_____

Q)""o‘)‘ Ta‘ . - Coem -

Trail/road leading from the Picnic Area Access Road to the Cascades, Looking south
toward the Picnic Area Access Road.

Figare 25: y
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In the area of the CL&P right-of-way and the cascades, trails are so numerous as to be
almost indistinguishable from one another. The banks of the river around the cascades are
eroded and practically devoid of ground vegetation. A main trail does follow the top of the
bank along the river and connects with the road/trail at the Upper Mill River Bridge. An
attractive view exists froni the bridge, both upstream and downstream. -

On the east side of the Mill-River a trail leads from the Upper Mill River Bridge south
along the eastern bank of the Mill River to a_small bridge across the North Pond outlet. . .
The bridge provides.an attractive view up the North Pond outlet channel to North Pond.
From the footbridge the trail divides: one segment (North Pond Trail) leads north to North
Pond; and another segment extends across the rock outcroppings, ‘through the thick
‘herbaceous vegetation under the CL&P right-of-way and connects with the Woods Road. -
- Most users simply wander around the rock outcroppings along the eastern bank of the river
adjacent to the cascades. : |

Signs

The only signs located in the Cascades Unit are at the beginning of the roads and trails at
the Picnic Area Access Road. A rules and regulations sign and a sign stating “Swimming
at Beach Area Only” are located at the beginning of both roads/trails.

RECOMMENDATIONS

Management Objectives

- The primary managemc-nt objectives for the Cascades Management Unit are passive
recreation and education. Some measures can be taken to enhance wildlife, particularly
birds, but this area receives too much human activity to provide great wildlife value.

Vegetation and Wildlife Management
West Side of the Mill River

° Remove some of the herbaceous vegetation along the bank of the peol in the CL&P
right-of-way and replace with shrubs or small trees such as purpleosier willow. The
small willow trees will provide a more attractive shoreline than the existing
vegetation. '
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Cease mowing the vegetation near the wetland that crosses under the CL&P right-of-
way. Plant shrubs such as elderberry along the edge of the wetland undemeath the
right-of-way to help serve as a barrier to pedestrian traffic and to provide wildlife
habitat. Crossing of this wetland and use of the path along the nght-of-way should
be discouraged.

Remove snags along roadsftrails and in the v:czmty of the Cascades. Several shags

v:emtmthmarea,andbecamcofthehcawusagcth:sarcareccms,onlythemost

sturdy should remain. Others should be removed to reduce the potentlal for injury

" by falling limbs or trees.

Seed the entire western bank adjacent to the cascades thh a hearty grass such as
Blackwell switchgrass. Annual seeding may be necessary to establish a good
vegetative cover.

Seed the flat, open area under the CL&P right-of-way with a hearty grass- such as tall
fescue. Heavily rutted areas should be filled and graded before seeding.

East Sidc of the River

Clear vegctanon from areas of exposed ledge on the east side of the Cascades:
Removal of vines and shrubs now covermg portions of the exposed Jedge will provide
a greater area for user activity and improve visual attractiveness of the area.

Remove some of the vegetation from the edge of the pool under the CL&P right-of-
way and plant purpleosier willow or other appropriate shrubs or small trees along this
bank. The willow will provide a more attractive streambank than the exlstmg

vegetation.

Trail Management

West Sld_e_ of tbc EM[

Dcmgnatc the easternmost road/traxl beginning at the Picnic Area Access Road as the
Cascades Trail, and make the following changes:

> At the point where the road/trail forks to form two main trails/roads and still
a third trail loops to the east, close off and eliminate the two western
~ segments. These sections of the road/trail are deeply rutted and often wet.
They should be filled in with soil or compost, seeded to shade tolerant grasses
such as red fescue, and planted with a mixture of deciduous and evergreen
trees and shrubs. Wood rail fencing, boulders or brush piles may be needed

to help keep users off these areas while vegetation becomes established.
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>.  Create a new trail extending northward to the CL&P right-of-way. This new
section of trail should follow 20-30 feet west of the steep slope down to the
Mill River floodplain. The trail should be at least six feet wide to
accommodate the heavy usage this area receives. The trail should be surfaced
- with gravel to reduce erosion and development of wet spots. This trail should

not be used by maintenance vehicles. o : o

| Designate the westernmost road/trail beginning at the Picnic Area Access Road as

the Cascades Maintenance Road.. All maintenance vehicles should use this road.

o which is in better condition than the Cascades Trail and does not have. as many wet

West

or eroded areas.

Install stone steps in the major access point leading from the top of the bank down
to the cascades. Use of stone will provide a natural appearance and be less -
susceptible to vandalism and wear than wooden railroad ties. The steps shiould be -
about six feet wide, or as wide.as can be placed in the bank without major
disturbance of the site. By installing stone steps, most users will be drawn to this
access point and use of other areas will be reduced, thereby, helping to reduce
erosion of the bank. o

At such time as the bridge over the outlet channel needs replacement, install a
slighter wider bridge with a built-in bench(s). :

Side of the River

Replace the Upper Mill River Bridge with a similar bridge.

Sign Management

Install a trail post on the Mill River Trail just east of the Upper Mill River Bridge.
The trail post should indicate the Mill River Trail to the north and the Cascades Trail

“to the south,

Install a trail pbst, just east of the bridge across the outlet channel from North Pond

- at the junction with the trail leading to North Pond. This trail post should indicate
‘the North Pond Trail and the Woeds Road Trail. ‘

Install a trail post at the southern end of the Cascades Trail, where it leads from the
Picnic Area Access Road. This trail post should indicate only the Cascades Trail
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Other Management Activities

. Dredge the pool below the Cascades (within the CL&P right-of-way) to
approximately its original depth and area. "On the cast side of the pool dredging’
should extend to existing firm ground.- On the west side of the pool dredging should
extend to ledge outcroppings or to firm ground. © .

3 Remove broken. glass and other debris from.the bottom of: the Mill River and the
rock outcroppings along both sides of the river. Because of the heavy usage this area
receives, frequent removal of broken glass and other debris is needed.

Create a parking area immediately north of the Picnic. Area Access Road and

between the Cascades Maintenance Road and the Cascades Trail By relocating the
existing wood rail fence northward approximately 5 to 10 feet, grading the site, and
adding crushed stone, this area could accommodate appronmately 10 vehicles. No
existing trees would need to be removed in order to create this parking area.
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MOREHOUSE MANAGEMENT UNIT

DESCRIPTION OF EXISTING CONDITIONS

Location

- The Morehouse Management Unit is located in the western part of the Lake Mohegan
- Open Space Area. It is bounded on the north by the Nemeth and Merritt units, on the east
by the Cascades unit, on the south by the Picnic Area Access Road, and on the west by Old
Morehouse Highway and the Primrose Lane residential area. The total area is about 11
acres. : 4

Distinctive Features

- Probably the most distinctive features located in the Morehouse Unit are two outcroppings
of bedrock. ‘The most prominent of these islocated just east of Old Morehouse Highway,
_about halfway between the Picnic Area: Access Road and Morehouse Highway. | This
outcropping exhibits very interesting and distinctive geologic formations. Mosses and ferns
growing on and around the outcropping add to the visual interest of this area.. The second
bedrock outcropping is located east of the trail crossing the unit and just south of the CL&P
right-of-way. =~ ' ' S

Charred stumps and other evidence of a former fire can be seen in the eastern portion of
the unit. A high number of snags (primarily oak) are located through this unit, probably a
result of gypsy moth damage. Although this area has high visual quality and an casy trail,
it appears to receive relatively light use; probably because it does not provide direct access

to activity centers. The limited use increases it value for wildlife.

- ‘Vegeta.tion' B

Almost the entire Morehouse Management Unit is heavily wooded with mature oak, beech
and hickory. The small wooded wetland that originates in the Merritt Unit extends across
the CL&P right-of-way and into the Morehouse Unit for a small distance. In the
northwestern part of the unit, between the CL&P right-off-way, the private residence and
Old Morehouse Highway, a mixture of deciduous trees, vines and shrubs create a dense
tangle of vegetation.
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Trails and Roads

Old Morehouse Highway forms the western boundary of the Lake Mohegan Open Space
. Area in this unit and extends from the Picnic Area Access Road north to Morehouse
Highway just west of the CL&P right-of-way. Where Old Morehouse Highway crosses the
right-of-way, users have a view along the right-of-way to the top of the ridge on the east side
~of the Mill River. The river itself is not visible from this point. * A metal swing gate is -
located at each end of Old Morehouse Highway. A single trail crosses this unit, entering the
. unit at the CL&P right-of-way and extending south to the Picnic Area Access Road. This
trail has a low gradient except immediately south of the CL&P right-of-way and is in good -
condition with very limited erosion and few wet spots. ,

Looking north along Oid Morehouse Highway, with the open space area to the right and

Figure 26:
. a residential neighborhood to the left.
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A Signs

A large Cascades/Lake Mohegan Open Space Area sign is located just to the right of the
southern entry to Old Morehouse Highway. Open Space boundary signs and white paint
markings are located along the east side of Old Morehouse Highway. A faded “No
Dumping” sign remains posted along Old Morehouse Highway — originally placed before
vehicle access control gates were placed at both ends of Old Morehouse nghway and
B dumpmg in the area was a problem. . -

RECOMMENDATIONS:

Manag-ement Objectives

Ph’nciplé management objectives for the Old Morehouse Highway Management Unit are
passive recreation, wildlife enhancement and education.

Vegetatibn and Wildlife Management

A large number of dead trees (snags) are located just east of the Nemeth Trail and south
of the CL&P right-of-way. A small 3-4 foot deep depression is also located in this area.
Several of the snags should be removed, cut into short lengths and piled in the depression
to provide habitat for small mammals. The largest snags and any snags clearly being used
for nesting should remain standing. '

Trail and Road Maintenance

® - Designate the smgle trail running north-south through this area as part of the Ncmcth
Trail. This trail is in ‘good condition, and only genéral maintenance is required to
) kcep the trail clear of overhangmg branches and fallen trees and branches.

> The steep segment of trail leading up to the CL&P right-of-way should be
monitored to make sure that erosion does not dcvclop, and appropriate
maintenance measures taken if needed.

. Maintain Old Morehouse Highway so that it can continue to serve as both a hiking
trail and a maintenance/emergency road.

> Maintain the metal swing gates at each end of Old Morehouse Highway.
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> As the asphalt surface of the roadway gradually deteriorates, it should be
replaced with a gravel surface.
> Periodically remove fallen trees and limbs.

e  Prevent development of additional trails in this unit..

Sign Maintenance

. Move the large Cascadcs/Lakc Mohegan Open Space Area sign that is located
adjacent to the southern end of Old Morehouse Highway to the intersection of Old -
Morehouse nghway with Mohican Hill Road, and install a reformatted rules and
rcgulatlons sign at this location.

. Install a stop sign at the intersection of Old Morehouse nghway thh Mohzcan Hﬂl
Road and Morchousc Highway.

. Install a rct'ormattcd rules and regulations sign at the north end of Old Morehouse
Highway. ‘
. Do pot install any sxgns along Morehouse Highway indicating the north entrance to

Old Morehouse Highway. Since this entrance also serves as a driveway for a private
residence, vehicle access and parking should be discouraged.

L Install a trail post where the Nemeth Trail crosses the Picnic Area Access Road -
1dcnnfymg it as the Nemeth Trail, and indicating that it extcnds on both sides of the
Picnic Area Access Road. : :

®  Cut back some of the vines growing in the trees located between the pnvate :
residence and the CL&P right-of-way.

Other Maintenance Activities

®  Remove trash that has been dumped from Old Morehouse. nghway, particularly on
and around the major ]edgc outcrop just east of Old Morehouse Highway.
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PICNIC AREA MANAGEMENT UNIT

DESCRIPTION OF EXISTING CONDITIONS

: L‘oeation‘*

The Picnic Area Management Unit is located along the west bank of the. Mill River between
Lake Mohegan and the Cascades. . It is bounded on the north by the Cascades Unit; on the

" east by the Mohegan-North and East Lake Units, on the south by Lake Mohegan; and on

the west by the West Lake and Cascadcs Units. This umt includes appromnate}y 9 acres.

Distinctive Features

Two features are particularly important: (1) this area provides the only opportunity for user
vehicle access and parking to the interior of the Lake Mohegan Open Space Area; and (2)
located between the Picnic Area Access Road and the west bank of the Mill River are five
picnic tables and grills. Visitors park along the sides of the Picnic Area Access Road and
visit practically all parts of the Lake Mohegan Open Space Area from. this pomt. '

Vegetation
Vegetation in-the area is primarily mature oak, beech and hlckory Some sycamorc, red

maple and riparian vegetation occurs along the banks of the river. .

Trails and Roads

. The Picnic Area Access Road has- an 'asphé]t surface. The upper portion of the road

(outside the.Picnic Area Unit) is in reasonably good condition, although settling of the base
has left the surface very uneven: As.the road emerges onto the flat area, most of the
asphalt has deteriorated and a gravel and dirt surface remains. No drainage system was
constructed for the road, and during periods of heavy rain, water accumulates from the
upper reaches of the road and flows along the road until it drains into Lake Mohegan at the
same point where the Mill River enters the lake. This surface runoff has caused eroded and
wet areas at many points along the road. No off-road parking is provided, so visitors park
their vehicles along the shoulders of the road adjacent to the wood rail fence that lines the
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road. Vehicles are also parked in the small island inside the loop at the end of the road.
This island is heavily eroded and rutted.

Four pedestrian control gates and vehicle maintenance gates are located in the wood rail
fence along the east side of the Picnic Area Access Road. These gates provide access to the

picnic tables between the road and the river. Another pedestrian and vehicle gate are

‘located in the fence at the south end of the loop. From this point, a trail leads south to the

Lake Trail, and an old roadbed leads down to'the lake at the pomt where the Mill River -

enters the Iakc.

Another trail runs albng 'thc west bank of the Mill River, from near the inlet to the lake,

northward to the CL&P nght—of-way. This trail generally follows close to the river bank, but’

in some areas moves 10-15 feet inland from the bank. Secondary trails occur throughout the
floodplain of the river. Where the trail emerges from the wooded floodplain onto the grassy

area under the nght-of-way, it slopes sharply upward, and has been severely eroded. At this

point the trail is cut into the ground as much as two feet.

Figure 27: | ~ Picnic Area Access Road lookmg north wrth the plcmc area and the Mnll
River to the right.

Y
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Signs

The only signs in the unit are Rules and Regulations signs posted at each of the pedestrian
-access control gates.

RECOMMENDATIONS:

- Management Objectives
The primary management objectives for the Picnic Area Management Unit are passive

recreation and education: This area provides limited ~opportunity for wildlife enhancement
because of the high level of human activity.

Vegetation and Wildlife Management .

.~ ® " Seed the pichic area with a hearty, shade tolerant grass such as red fescue.
® ‘Plant appropriate shrubs, such as purpleosier willows along selected sections of the
riverbank. _ , _
L 'Remove all but the most sturdy snags to reduce the potentlal for v151tors being

-injured by falling limbs or trees. _

° Create a low-flow channel in the Mill River where it enters Lake Mohegan. The

‘ existing channel is shallow and poorly defined; the main channel divides into at least
three separate channels. During periods of low flow the unconfined water is not -
deep enough to support movement of fish between the river and lake. Instream
gravel and boulders should be used to create a distinct main channel (westernmost
of existing channels) through whxch all water would ﬂow during penods of low water
levels.

Trail and Road Maintenance

L Maintain and improve the Picnic Area Access Road to accommodate the relative
heavy traffic it receives.

> The upper portion of the access road should be periodically resurfaced with
asphalt.
> ‘The lower (flat) portion of the access road should be repaved and speed
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bumps installed.
> Drainage ditches and leakoffs should be constructed along the sides of the
road to prevent surface runoff from accumulatmg and continuing to erode the
road surface and create wet areas.
>  The edges of the roadway should be covered with a light layer of gravel to
- reduce erosion and rutting caused by vehicle parking. A hearty grass should
_be planted within the gravel caver to provide additional stabilization. .~

. Improve. the lsland in the middle of the access road loop:

> A rail fence should be erected around the island to prevent vehicle crossmg'
and parking that has led to erosion.

> _Pedestrian access control gates should be mstallcd in the rail fence around the
island.

> The island should be seeded to a hearty grass and other small evergreen
shrubs or ground cover should be planited. ‘Wood chips should be placed
around the plantings. , ,
L Create off-road parking spaces at the south end of the access road loop by relocating
the wood rail fence, pedestrian control gate and maintenance control gate about 10-
15 feet further south. Approximately 4 off-road parking spaces could be created at
this location. v :
. Construct a new bridge (Lower Mill River Bridge) over the Mill Rwer to prowdc all
weather crossing. The bridge should be located at the point where major ledge
outcroppings are found in the river. The bridge should be constructed with an access
ramp instead of stairs to permit handicapped access. This location offers several
advantages:
> . Good views of the Mill River from the bridge (both upstream and
downstream), similar to those that exist at the Upper Mill River bridge.

> All weather crossing of the Mill River for those who wish to hike the Lake
Trail

> Access to thc Mohegan Trail on the east side of the river. :

> Would not be visible from the beach area or most other viewpoints around
the lake.. _ _

L Relocate existing trails to connect with the new bridge:

> The western segment of the Lake Trail would extend to the new bridge, but
the existing trail along the west side of the river should be relocated further
away from the riverbank (ramps to the bridge will facilitate relocation of the
trail away from the river bank). The existing trail in this area is undercut and
will collapse in the near future. A rail fence should be erected to keep users
off this dangerous segment of the trail.
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> The beginning of the Mill River Trail, as it heads north from the new bridge,
should be redirected away from the riverbank. A split rail fence along the
riverbank may be needed to help with trail relocation.

Install railroad tie steps in the steep section of trail leadmg from the Mﬂl River
ﬂoodp!am to the CL&P nght-of—way

Manégement Activities

Install a kiosk at the southern end of the vegetation island in the access. road loop,
among the existing small trees. . This kiosk should include a trail map, information
about the history of the Lake Mohegan Open Space Area, and a set of rulcs and
regulations. '

Install restrooms in the area just north of the picnic tables.  The restrooms can be
located about 200 feet away from the nearest picnic tablc among the trees and
against the small hill that exists in this location. This site can be reached by a
backhoe and other equipment needed for installation without removing any major
vegetation. In this location the restroom would be easily accessible, yet well screened
by existing vegetation. Evergreens should be planted around the facility to provide -
additional screening. A pit type toilet is recommended with a concrete chamber that
would be pumped out-as needed. - Separate restrooms for men and women are
recommended. 'Restroom facilities should be designed for handicapped use.

Periodically relocate the picnic tables and grills to avoid areas. becoming so
compacted that no vegetatlon will grow around the tables.

All major improvements to the picnic area should provide access for the
handicapped. Handicapped access could include:

> Making sure that pedcstnan access control gates are wide cnough to allow
passage by a person in a wheel-chair.
. Installing at least one picnic table that is suitable for use by hanchcappcd.
Providing one handicapped parking space. :
Providing ramps to the new Lower Mill River Bndgc
Upgrading the southern portion of the Mill River Trail and. all of the East
'Lake Trail to provide a wxdth gradient and surface suitable for use by the
handicapped.

VVV YV

If, at some pomt in the future, the demand for picnic tables increases, install

- additional picnic tables in the northern portion of this unit (betwcen the Mill River

and the steep slope to the west).
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WEST LAKE MANAGENIENT UNIT

DESCRIPTION OF EXISTING CONDITIONS
Location

The West Lake Managcmcnt Unit is located along the western boundary of the Lake
Mohegan Open Space Area. It is bounded on the north by the Picnic Area Aceess Road;
on the east by Lake Mohegan; on the south by the Mill River (outlet from Lake Mohegan);
and on the west by Morehouse nghway and Old Morchousc Highway. The unit mcludcs
apprommatcly 16 acres. _

Distinctive Features-

The most distinctive features of the West Lake Management Unit are the west shore of
Lake Mohegan and the spillway for the outlet of the Mill River at the southwest corner of
the lake. This area is heavily used by fishermen during the spring and early summer. Where
the-Mill River enters Lake Mohegan, a wide, flat delta has built out into the lake for a short
distance. This delta helps to provide shailow-water habitat for fish and wading birds. Along
most of the west shore of the lake, only a small shelf of shallow water exists before the
bottom drops off sharply to depths of 30-60 feet. Consequently there is limited shallow-
water habitat. The flat floodplain along the western shore of the lake is actually the former
bed of the Mill River. When gravel excavation ceased, the river was diverted into the
excavation to create Lake Mohegan. :

The splﬂway is composed of large bouldcrs dumped on the natural geologic material
separating the excavated lake from the channel of the Mill River. This spillway offers no

opportunity for regulating lake levels, requires periodic addition of boulders to keep the lake

level stable, and is subject to full or partial destruction dunng a major ﬂood.

North of the spil;way is a flat grassy- area that prowdcs gooci access to the spillway and' the
southwest corner of the lake. This area is used for fishing, general recreation, and appears
to be heavily used for walking dogs.
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Figure' _28: Lake Mohegan sp
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Vegetation

The northern portion of the unit is mature oak, beech and hickory forest. The southern
portion is mostly maple and oak forest. A narrow strip of herbaceous vegetation (largely
Japanese knotweed) is located between the woodland and the lake, and immediately on the
shore of the lake are small stands of alder and other riparian vegetation.

Trails and Roads

Old Morehouse Highway extends from the intersection of Morehouse Highway with Mohican
Hill Road, north to the beginning of the Picnic Area Access Road and the closed off section
of Old Morehouse Highway. This road is paved and in good condition. A double metal
swing gate is located at the southern end of Old Morehouse Highway. This gate is normally
kept open to provide vehicle access into the picnic area. It may be closed in anticipation
of or during a major snowfall or flood. The Picnic Area Access Road extends downhill to
the picnic area. This road is paved but has a rough, bumpy surface due to subsurface
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compaction. No drainage controls have been installed along the road and runoff
accumulates along the sides of the road and flows down into the picnic area.

Three major trails cross this unit:

. One trail begins as the southwest corner of Lakc Mohcgan (Just north of the grassy
area by the spillway), and extends northward through the woodland, parallel to the
lake, until it emerges from the woods at the south end of the loop in the picnic atea

- access road. Two entry points exist at the south end of this trail The southernmost

of these entry points is designated with a Rules and Regulations sign. This entry has

a very steep and rocky downslope initial section. A secondary entry, with a somewhat

less steep slope, has developed just north of this official entry point.

° Another- trail follows the shore of the lake in the old riverbed, mcrgmg w1th the
' ‘wooded trail to the west at both the north and south ends of the Iake. Dunng the
summer this t.ra.iI can be almost impassable due to thick growth of Japanese

knotweed.

* A third trail begins just 'south of the point where the wooded trail exits from the
woods. This trail extends upslope to the west and crosses the Picnic Area Access
Road into the Morehouse Unit.

Several paths corinect the two trails that parallei the lake. Ncar the north end of the lake
numerous paths exist leading down to the lakeshore. =~Another path leads from Old
Morehouse Highway straight downslope to the wooded trail west of the lake. This trail is
apparently used only by neighboring residents.

Signs

~ The only signs in the unit are the Open Space boundary marker signs along the eastern side
of Old Morehouse nghway and the Rules and Regulanon sign at the southern cntry to the
wooded trail west of Lake Mohegan.
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RECOMMENDATIONS

Management Objectives

The primary management objectives for tlns unit are passxvc recreation and wildlife
enhancement. The western portions of this unit provide an important buffer between the

. residential area west-of Morehouse nghway and the areas of intense use around the lake.

Vegetation and Wildlife Management

Reduce the amount of Japanese Knotweed along the western shore of the lake.

Fell one or two trees along the western shore so that they fall into the lake. There
are at least two trees which would be suitable for this purpose. The upper portion
of the tree that will be in the lake will improve fish habitat by providing hiding places
for small fish. (A segment of the tree trunk should be cut to allow for continuation
of the path along the lake.) The portion of the tree trunk between the path and the

‘wooded area should remain. Vegetation will grow up around the tree trunk and

pravide a travel corridor for birds and small mammals.

> One tree recommended for felling is located south of the tree that already lies
in the lake.
> A second tree is located near the south end of the lake, near the point where

the path along the edge of the lake begins to dlsappear Felling a tree at this
point will further reduce foot traffic along the southern portion of the lake
and provide a small area of more isolated wildlife habitat.

Annually mow the vegetation between the wooded area and the edge of the lake.
Mow: only the knotweed and other herbaceous vegetation. Do not mow the alder

~ and other woody vegetation immediately along the shore of the lake. Leave wide

corridors of vegetation unmowed, including the areas around the fallen tree trunks.
These areas will provide corridors for wildlife movement.

Create three or four clear castmg areas for ﬁshermen along the shore.

Create scveral brush piles for wildlife habitat at random locations (removed from
trails) throughout the wooded area west of the lake.
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Trail Management

. Designate the existing trail within the wooded area west of Lake Mohegan as a major
* trail (Lake Trail), and upgrade -this trail so that it is suitable for handicapped use.

>.

>

>

Close off the existing (official) trail entry'leading from Morehouse Highway
into the wooded area. This entry pomt is too steep in relation to the rest of

this trail. : :
Change the oﬁc:al cntry pomt to the exxstmg trail Just north of the ofﬁc1al ,

trail. This entry point has a more gentle slope, and limited addmonal grading
will create a slope suitable for handicapped use.

Maintain several footpaths connecting the West Lake Trail with the path
along the shore of the lake. These paths prowde opportumtles for ﬁshermcn
and others to reach the lake shore.

Eliminate some of the existing paths located near. the northwcst corner of the
lake.

Upgrade the surface of the entire trail-so that it is suitable for handncapped
access.

e Mow the path along the shore of the lake at least twice during the year. Once in the
fall when other lakeshore vegetation is mowed, and again during the summer to keep
the path from becoming completely overgrown.

L Designate the trail between the Picnic Area Access Road and the Lake Trail as a
continuation of the Nemeth Trail. ‘

Sign Management

° Place a trail post and a rules and regulations sign at the newly designated official
entry point to the Lake Trail from Morehouse Highway. The trail post should
indicate the Lake Trail ’

° Remove the existing rules and regulations sign from the current (soi;thern) entry
point to the Lake Trail.

L Place a trail post at the junctxon of the Lake Trail with the Nemeth Trail. ThJs trail
~post should identify the Lake Trail and the Nemeth Trail.

Other Management Activities

. Replace the existing riprap spillway at the Lake Mohegan outlet with a concrete
spillway. The replacement spillway should be fully engineered to meet DEP
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construction standards. The spillway should be of a design that can permit rcgulanon
of lake levels.

° Maintain a permanent cap over the well located just north of the spillway.

. Develop a handlcappcd fishing access area in the existing flat, grassy area just north
of the spil!way The handicapped access should include:

>,
- >

>

An entry driveway immediately across from Canterbury Lane.
Two handieapped parking spaces. (Parking should be restricted to _
handicapped — no other parking spaces).

A paved or other firm surface pathway leading from the dnveway and
extending alotig thc bank of the lake from the spillway north for about 100
feet. This path should mcludc at least two wide scctlons sultablc for ﬁshmg
access. :
A railing. (appropnate height) between the path and.the lake.

Continue a trail from the shore of the lake north to connect with the entrance

with the West Lake Trail.

oy T

T

Figure 29: .

Lake Trau! on west sade of Lake Mohegan, Iookmg nortn
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EAST LAKE MANAGEMENT UNIT

DESCRIPTION OF EXISTING CONDITIONS

Location

The East Lake Management Unit is. a relatlvcly long and narrow strip, located along the
eastern shore of Lake Mohegan. It is bounded on the north by the Mohegan-North Unit;
on the east by the Mohegan-North and South Units and the Lake Residence Unit; on the
south by the Beach and Swimming Area and the Mohegan-South Unit; and on the west by
Lake Mohegan. Total area of this unit is about 13 acres. : :

Distinctive. Featur_'es

This unit is characterized by its moderate slope and extensive areas of meadow and white

pine. Most of this area was left as barren gravel after the gravel mining opcratlon closed.
In the years since, it has slowly revegetated, with natural processes assisted in areas by
plantings of white pine and other tree species by the Conservation Department. Today, the
combination of open meadow and evergreen trees slopmg upward from the lakeshore

provides visual relief from the deciduous woodland that occupies most of the Lake Mohegan '

Opcn Space Area.

In addition to the slope east of the lake, this unit contains small areas north and south of
the lake. The area north of the lake has fccently been' cleared of most tall vegetation,
creating a good view of the lake from the picnic area. South of the lake, the umt includes
the slope east of the beach parkmg lot and near the Lake Residence. . ,

Surface and subsurface dramagc from the steep slopes to the cast have created several small
swales or watercourses across the large meadow east of the lake. Drainage is mterrupted
by the trails dround the lake and wet spots are frequent along the trails and at locations in
the meadow. A level lip dissipator has been installed in the upper part of the meadow
(where the Mohegan Trail crosses the meadow) to intercept surface and subsurface. drainage
from the slope to the east and redirect the flow across the slope and into a small
watercourse across the meadow.

The trails throughout this area are heavily used, primarily by visitors who park at the beach
parking lot. Many young children, often accompanied by parents, use the trail adjacent to
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the east shore of the lake to explore the shore environment. The Conservation Department
has placed an old ‘'hay rake in the large meadow, and this antique farm implement draws
interested visitors into the meadow.

Vegetation

Most of the area is covered with a rmxturc of grasscs, wildflowers and herbaccous
- vegetation. Annual mowing keeps an open meadow appearance. A row of white pines line
the southeast shore, just upslope from the trail immediately along the lakeshore. Another.
group of about 6 white pines is located-along the shore at about the midpoint of the lake.

Immcdxatcly along the shore of the-lake a mixture of aspen, sycamore, red maple, alder and
other riparian vegetation is found. Thé area north of the lake has very little topsoil and is
-vegetated largely with grasses and herbaceous vegetation. South of the lake, the slope east
of the beach parking lot is grassy and periodically mowed by the Conservation Department.
The Conservation Department has also planted evergreens, dogwoods and other tree species
at selected sites in the meadows, in addition to the white pines around the shore of the lake.

Figure 30: Mill River as it entersf Lake Mohegan. -
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Trails and Roads

The major trail in the East Lake Unit follows immediately along the eastern stiore of the
lake. This trail begins at the south end of the lake, at the beach parking lot where a
pedestrian control gate is located in the wood rail fence near the northeast corner of the
parking lot. The trail then generally follows the lake shore all the way around the lake to
the point where the Mill River enters the lake. During penods of low water (most of the
summer montlis), the' Mill River may be crossed by using stones and boulders in’ the
stteambed. . At other times of the year and following heavy rains, a dry crossing of the river
is not feasible. While this trail has a low grade and is generally easy to traverse, numerous
wet areas along the trail make passage difficult due to both surface flow and subsurface
seepage. The trail is of variable width, only about 2 feet wide in areas near the south end
of the lake and turning into a roadbéd near the north end of the lake. '(An extension of this
old roadbed extends into the lake, and exists as a- submerged roadbed from the beach area
'to approximately the mid-point of thc east shore of the lake.) - :

At the south end of the lake, a second trail or path branches to the east of the lakeshore
trail and extends northward into the large meadow near the hay rake. Several paths cross

- the meadow, leading to the lakeshore trail to the west and to another major trail (Mohegan
Trail) which runs north-south across the upper portion of the meadow.

Near the north end of the !ake, an old dirt road leads steeply upslopc to the north (into the
Mohegan—North unit).

Signs
The only sign in this management unit is a Rules and Regulations sign located at the
pedestrian control gate adjacent to the beach parking lot. - _
RECOMMENDATIONS
Management Objectives

The primary management objectives for this unit are passive recreation, wildlife
enhancement and education.
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Vegetation and Wildlife Management

Maintain the meadow on the slope above the eastern shore of the lake with annual
fall mowings. These annual mowings should cover the same area that was mowed

in the fall of 1988 with the following exceptions:

> Do not mow in and immediately adjacent to thc two watercourses that drain
to -the lake. . Vegetation should be allowed to develop around these
watercourses to provide wildlife habitat corridors and visual diversity.

Continue aggrcsszvc mechanical removal of Chinese Knotweed from the meadow.

Mamtzun young evergreens planted on the . upper slope of the meadow by a

'combination of mowing and hand cutting of vegetation (especially vines) immediately
" around the trees.

Plant a few small trees such as crabapplc that will provide additional food sources for
wildlife.

Seed the meadow with native wildflower seeds. Several annual early Spring seedings
may be necessary in order for a good stand of wildflowers to become established.
Both annual and perennial wildflowers should be used.

Remove all but two of the large white pine trees located on.the shore of the lake.
The existing line of trees is inappropriate for. this location because they shield the
view of the meadow from the western side of the lake and block a view of the lake
from the eastern side of the lake. Lower limbs of the remaining white pines should

be trimmed.

.Remove a few of the white pine trees from the stand located in the northeast corner

of this unit. This small plantation has been thinned previously, but is in need of
additional ‘thinning. ' Remove trees which have broken tops or a fork in the main
trunk less than 10 feet above the ground. Trim the lower branches from the

remaining trees. Trimming should be done over several years.

Maintain and improve the view from the Woods Road near the north end of the .
management unit by trimming and cuttmg trees on the slope between the Woods .
Road and-Lake Mohegan.

Mamtam the view from the picnic area by penodlcally mowmg ground vegetation and
trimming or cutting trees along the northern edge of the lake and east bank of the
Mill River. However, riparian vegetation immediately along the shore of the lake
and river should be maintained.

Release the fruit trees that exist at several locations in this unit. Most are located
near the white pine plantation.
Plant one or two willows along the northeast shore of the lake and along the
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southeast shore of the lake.

Manage the small stand of aspens located south of the hay rake to mcreasc the total
number of stems.

Trail Management 7

Designate the existing trail along the ‘east side of the lake as a maJor trail known as -
the Lake Trail. Along with the Cascades Trail, this trail receives the highest usage
of all trails in the Lake Mohegan Open Space Area. The trail should be upgraded

"iu provide for all weather usage by all classes of pedestrians.

> Provide a umform trail width of about five feet for the cntlre length of the
trail from. the southern entry point at the beach parking lot to the northern
end of the trail at the proposed Lower Mill River Bridge. -

> Provide a firm trail surface of well-packed fine gravc] or other smtab]c.
material. A

> Regrade the trail at the southern end between the entry pomt and the point
where the trail comes to the lake shore. This section is too steep for some
elderly or handicapped users and the grade should be reduced. .

> Fliminate the wet areas that exist at several points along this trail. A varicty
of techniques will be needed to eliminate these wet spots. In some areas,
waterbars or other means of diverting water above the trail will be sufficient.
In other areas existing small watercourses will need to be channeled under the
trail.

> Extend the trail at the northcm end of the lake to the proposed Lower Mill
RIVCI' Bndge

Designate the old road leadmg north from the Lake Trail as the Woods Road and
maintain this road suitable for use by emergency and maintenance vehicles.

> Install waterbars across the road at its southern end where 1t moves stecply_
upslope across an exposcd gravel bank.

Close off the old trail that leads from the Woods. Road southwest to the north shore
of the lake. This old trail is steep and easily eroded. The trail should be seeded to
grass and brush piles placed on the trail to discourage use.

Maintain the trail/path that begins near the southern end of the Lake Trail and
extends northward to the meadow. This path provides a useful alternative to users
who wish to avoid the Lake Trail, which at times can be crowded.
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Sign Management
. Install a trail post at the southem end of the Lake Trail at the existing entry point
by the parking lot. The trail post should indicate the Lake Trail.

° Install a trail post at the junction of the Lake Trail with the Woods Road. This trail
post should indicate the Lake Trail and the Woods Road.

Other Management Recommendations -

. Dlscontmuc use of the underwatcr road that parallels the shore of the lake. The lake
has limited shallow areas for fish spawning habitat, and vehicular traffic over these
shallow areas wxll dxsrupt and perhaps destroy this habltat. ‘

Figure 31: - Lake Trail along east side of Lake Monegan, looking north.
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MOHEGAN-NORTH MANAGEMENT UNIT

' DESCRIPTION OF EXISTING CONDITIONS

Location -

The Mohegan-North Management-Unit includes the northern half of the steep slope that
rises above the eastern ‘shore of Lake Mohegan and the Mill River. It is bounded on the
north by the North Pond Unit and GE property; on the east by residential neighborhoods;
on the south by the Mohegan-South Unit and the East Lake Unit; and on the west by the
Picnic Area and Cascades Units. The Mohegan-North Management Unit totals about 38

acres.
5

2
.

Distinctive Features

This unit is characterized by steep slopes, mature woodland, and rocky outcroppings. It
includes the highest land in the Lake Mohegan Open Space Area, reaching an elevation of
about 270 feet at the boundary just north of the entry at Eastfield Circle. Just southwest
and downslope of this point ate extensive areas of bedrock outcroppings that add visual
interest to the area. A portion of this rock outcropping is seasonally visible from the west
- side of Lake Mohegan.. ' | . '

Alarge storm sewer that drams surface runoff from the residential area to the east crosses
 this unit and discharges into the Mill River just below the Cascades pool This storm sewer
used to terminate part way down the slope and a large, decp gully developed. While no

longer eroding, this gully is now a prominent topographical feature. .

Vegetation

The northern portion of this unit {except under the CL&P right-of-way) is covered with a
mature stand of oak, hickory and beech, with beech the predominant species. The right-of-
way is covered with herbaceous vegetation. In the southern part of the unit, vegetation is
somewhat more varied. The area above the major rock outcropping and west of Eastfield
Circle is primarily oak and hickory. South of the rock outcropping is primarily maple and
ash, and southwest of the outcropping black birch is dominant. Scattered cedar and hemlock -
are located northwest of the rock cutcropping. A small white pine plantation is located in
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the southwest corner of the unit adjacent to the meadow.

7 of the Lake Mohegan Open Space Area.
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Trails and Roads

One major trail and one road cross this unit from north to south, with several additional
trails -and paths prowdmg connections between the two.

Thc major trail enters the southern end of this unit at the level hp dlssxpator and continues
northward to North Pond. Just north of the dissipator, the trail is very wet and rutted, and
paths have developed around the main trail. North of this point, the trail is in good
condition with little erosion and few wet spots of any significance. Just south of the large

rock outcroppmgs, a small watercourse crosses the trail. Large boulders in the trail prowde .

adequate crossing of this watercourse. As the trail reaches the large rock outcropping in this
unit, the trail divides with branches extending above (east) and below (west) the outcropping.
Several paths exist on top of the outcropping. During the months when vegetation is off the
trees, a very limited view of Long Island Sound is available from selected areas around the
rock outcroppings. From the higher (eastern) branch, a trail moves furthér upslope (east)
to the Eastfield Circle cul de sac,

After these branches of the trail com'rcrge north of the rock outcroppings, the trail continues
north and crosses the large gully created by the storm drain. At this location the storm drain
and manhole cover are visible just.to the east of the trail Secondary paths extend
~downslope from the intersection of the trail with the gully: one path runs along the south_

side of the gully down to the Woods Road to the west, and a second path-extends northwest

along the line of the buried storm drain, crossing the Woods Road and continuing across the
CL&P right-of-way to the Cascades Unit. From the gully and storm drain, the main trail
continues northward and crosses the CL&P right-of-way just east of the transmission tower.

From this point users can view the pool below the cascades and the other side of the valley -

along the right-of-way. From the right-of-way the trail continues northward to the steep

slope above North Pond. The trail then moves steeply downslope with a couple of switch-

backs to reach the flat gravel area at the southeast side of North Pond. This section of trail
is badly eroded and the railroad tie steps have deteriorated.- ‘

The road through this unit begins at the Lake Trail and extends appfoximatcl‘y parallel to
and downslope from the trail just described. This road is generally in very good condition,
with little erosion or weét spots until it approaches North Pond. Just before the road reaches
North Pond it is deeply rutted and frequently wet.

A path extends the length of the CL&P right-of-way. This path was severely eroded in years
past, but has since been largely stabilized. Although it is still dceply cut into the surrounding
land, it is no longer actively eroding.
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Signs
‘The only signs located in this unit, other than boundary signs, are situated at the beginning

of the trail that leads from Eastfield Circle to the major trail at the rock outcroppings. A
large L.ake Mohegan Open Space sign and a Rules and Regulations sign are located at this

point.

RECOMMENDATIONS.

Management Objectives

The - primary management objectives for this unit are passive recreation, wildlife

enhancement and education.

.Vegetation and Wildlife Mahagem'ent

. Release cedars and hemlocks on and around the rock outcroppihg.

. Thin black birch saplings west of the rock outcropping to maintain and enhance the
view of the rock outcropping from the west side of Lake Mohegan. - :

L Remove selected.trees and trim branches from others to provide an improved winter

‘ view of Long Island Sound from the top of the rock outcropping.

L Create brush piles for wildlife habitat at several locations away from trails throughout
the site.

. Remove trees and shrubs that are growing in stone walls/fences to prevent further
deterioration.

Trail and Road Management . |
L4 Designate the main trail through the unit as the Mohegan Trail.

> Eliminate the large wet area on the trail just north of the level lip dissipator
through a combination of actions, including improvements to the dissipator,
‘creation of small drainage swales along the trail, and placement of large stones
or wood planks along the trail. _

> Replace the deteriorated wooden railroad ties in the vicinity of the rock
outcropping and to the north of the rock ocutcropping. Where feasible, use
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nearby large fieldstones to create steps. Where adequate fieldstones are not
available, install new railroad ties or eliminate steps if feasible.
Remove or bury a wire/cable on the ground adjacent to the trail within the

CL&P right-of-way. Check with CL&P before attempting to rcmove this

cable.

Create a view of North Pond at the north end of the Mohcgan Trail where it .

approaches the cut bank just south of North Pond. Remove selective trees
and trim branches from additional trees to create a view from the traii to and

- across North Pond.

Relocate the northern section of trail that currently lcads down the steep bank
to North Pond. The existing trail should be closed off by installing a short
section of rail fencing, seeded with grass and planted with shrubs or trees. A

new -trail should be created extending southwest. along a more gentle slope
- until it connects with the Woods Road. = ‘ ’

. Close off the path that runs parallel to and south of the large erosional gully. Brush
" piles suitable for wildlife habitat should be used to close off the trail, and the trall
should be seeded to grass-and planted with shrubs or trees.

® Designate the existing road as the Woods Road and maintain so that it is suitable for
maintenance and emergency vehicles as well as for trail use..

> Correct minor wet spots near the southern end of the road through the use
of drainage swales and waterbars.
> Stabilize the road at its northern end where it moves downslope to North
Pond. The segment of the trail that is wet and badly croded should be filled
and seeded to a hearty, shade tolerant grass. :
L Install waterbars or stone diversions on the path that runs steeply up and down slope

along the CL&P nght-of-way

Sign Management

o Install trail posts at selected points on the Mohegan Trail:

>

>

Where the trail enters the wooded area from the meadow above the lake (at

the level lip dissipator);
South of the rock outcroppings where the trail branchcs above and below the

outcropping; indicate upper and lower trail branches; _
North of the rock outcroppings where the trail branches above and below the
outcropping; indicate upper and lower trail branches;
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Install a trail post at the intersection of the Mohegan Trail with the Woods Road.

Indicate the Mohegan Trail and Woods Road.
Install a rcformattcd Rules and Regulations sign at the entry from Eastfieid Circle.

Consider rcplacmg the large Lake Mohegan Open Space sign now located at the
entry from Eastfield Circle with a smaller open space sign. This entry point has very
limited parking and should serve only local residents. A less prominent sign would
be more appropriate at this location. The c:ustmg SIgn could be moved to the cmry

dnvc at the Nemeth Unit. - - . - - :

Other Management Activities

®

Stabilize the storm sewer headwall at its pomt of dlscharge Surface flow is crodmg
around each end of this headwall

Consider constructing an observation tower on top of the rock outcroppmg that
would provide a year-round view of the Mill River Valley, Long Island Scund and
Long Island. A tower, if constructed, would need to be about 30 feet tall The
advantages of such a tower would be the addition of a significant view from .the
existing trail. Disadvantages would be. cost, potentlal liability, possible visibility of the
tower from other locations, and possible increase in activity from Eastfield: Cu’cle with
adverse impacts on this residential. neighborhood. -

Restore stone fences for short sections adjacent to trails.
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MOHEGAN-SOUTH MANAGEMENT UNIT

DESCRIPTION OF EXISTING CONDITIONS

i;oqaﬁon . .
'The Mohegan-South Management Unit occupies the southeast section of the ake Mohegan
Open Space Area. It is bourided on the north by the Mohegan-North Unit; on the cast and

south by the Adley Road residential area; and on the west by the Beach and Swimming
Area, Lake Residence and East Lake Units. The unit totals approximately 20 acres:

Distinctive Features -

The most distinctive features of this unit are a large wetland (about 4 acres) just south of
the beach parking lot, a trail that crosses this wetland and then moves ontg the steep slope
south and east of the lake, the access road-to the lake residence, and areas of poor
- vegetative growth. Several areas of seepage occur throughout the unit, and at least one old
- spring well'is located in the unit. An old foundation is located adjacent to the main trail
through the unit, just east of the access road to the lake residence.

Vegetation

The wetland immediately south of and adjacent to the beach parking area is primarily a red
mapie swamp. Pockets.of phragmites are located within the wetland. Another small
wetland, consisting primarily of phragmites is located just east of the lake residence access
road in an old borrow pit. . ' - :

Most of the slope is dominated by young to mature black birch. But a large area exists
where mature trees' are almost completely absent and a mixture of shrubs and vines
dominate. Vine species such as grape, poison ivy, and green briar are present throughout
the area, choking out many of the trees and shrubs.

Also east of the lake residence are the remnants of an old orchard. Several fruit trees
(primarily apple) are located here, many overgrown by vines. Additional fruit trees are
scattered throughout this unit. Along the access road near the lake residence are several
young and mature Chinese chestnut trees. |
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Trails and Roads

A single major trail traverses this unit. The trail begins at the southern side of the beach

parking lot and extends southeast through the red maple wetland, where wood planks have

been installed over the wetland. This wood plank trail was replaced in the early spring of
1989 by a group of boy scouts. From the wetland the trail extends east to the lake residence

‘access road. ‘A wooden staircase provides access up the steep slope to the road. The trail

crosses the lake residence access road and moves upslope with a switchback and wooden

railroad tie steps. This section of the trail is eroded and the railroad ties deteriorated. An
_old" foundation exists adjacent to the. trail at this point. From the-foundation, the trail

extends northward, more or less paralleling the eastern boundary of the open space area.
In some areas the trail comes within about 50 feet of the boundary. The trail continues to

_the north until it emerges from the woods into the meadow east of the lake. Wood chips
- have recently been placed on the trail at this point. An attractive view of Lake Mohegan

exists frém this point on the trail. The trail continues across the meadow and into the woods
(Mohegan-North Unit) to the north. Wet spots occur at numerous places along the trail.

One or two small watercourses extend downslope and cross the trail, but most of the wet.

spots are created by seepage in the slopes above the trail. A level lip energy dissipator has’
been_ installed along the trail in the meadow. This dissipator intercepts surface and
subsurface flow coming downslope. The intercepted flow is directed into an excavated
channel that extends westerly across the meadow (East Lake Unit).

e

Figure 33: Wooden staircase providing access to the Lake Residence Access Road.
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A short trail extends from the meadow eastward (upslope) and off the open space property
to Adley Road. This trail is used by local residents and students from North Stratfield

Elementary School. - Access from Adley Road is through a vacant lot.

The access road to the lake res:dencc enters the unit from Morehouse H:ghway A metal
swing gate is ]omted at the entrance. The road has a gravel surface and is in good
condmon. . :

A short ‘trail extends from the Lakc Resxdcnce Acccss Road upslopc and just-south of the_

phragmities east of the lake residence to join with the main trail in this unit. This trail

appears to be a short-cut used primarily by youths from nearby residential areas. .

Signs -

Signs are located at two areas in tlns managcmeni unit. A large Lake Mohegan OpenA Space |

sign and a Rules and Regulations sign are located at the entry to the main trail at the south
side of the parking lot. The only other signs are open space boundary signs at the entrance
to the lake residence access road and along the open space boundary. :

RECOMMENDATIONS

Management Objectives -

The primary management objectives for this unit are passive recreation, wildlife management
and education.

Vegetation and Wildlife Management »

K Expand and enhance thc wetland located south of the beach area parkmg 1ot

> Thin the red maple saplmgs in the portion northeast of the trail. :
> Expand and improve the section of the wetland southwest of the trail.

- Remove the large mound of soil and debris that has been dumped just
south of the parking lot.

- Excavate the middle portion of this area to provide a greatcr depth,
but leave the small area of high ground in the middle.

- Regulate drainage into and out of the wetland to provide desired water
levels.
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Trim branches to keep the power line to the Lake Residence clear. This power line
right of way was trimmed in the spring of 1989, but cut branches and trees were left
lying where they were cut or were discarded over the access road embankment. Cut
material should be used to create brush piles for wildlife.

Thin trees and trim branches to create and maintain views of the lake (as descrﬂocd
below under trail maintenance).

‘Release the fruit trees in the old orchard east of the Lake Residence and at other

scattered locations throughout this unit. These fnnt trees will prowde good food for
wﬂdhfc :

Cut many of the grape, Virginia Creeper, and other vines that are prcscntly choking

* out many of the trees in this management unit. Not all of these vines should be cut

because they provide good wildlife habitat.

Trail and Road Management

]

The Lake Residence Access Road should be maintained in good condition.

> The metal swing gate located at the entry from Morehouse nghway should
be maintained and kept closed.

Designate as'a major trail (Mohegan Trail) the existing trail that begins at the south
edge of the beach parking lot, runs southeast to the Lake Residence Access Road,
then more or less parallels the eastern border of the Lake Mohegan Open'Space
Area all the way to North Pond. Several improvements and changes to this trail are
needed: :

> Maintain in good condition the wooden walkway through the wetland south
of the parking lot. Replace wooden planks and cross supports as needed, and
. make certain that the walkway is stable. _

> Repair or replace the wooden stairs on the Mohegan Trail just west of the
Lake Residence Access Road. The stairway is presently in poor condition.

> Install new railroad ties in the segmént of the trail just east of the Lake -

_ Residence Access Road and adjacent to the old foundation.

> Relocate a short section of trail (about 200 feet). The trail segment proposed
for relocation is in the area east of the Lake Residence. The current trail
comes very close to the boundary and to the residences adjacent to the
boundary. Therefore, it is proposed to move the trail about 50 feet further
away (downslope) from the open space boundary. The limited vegetation in
this area makes the houses very visible from the trail. Relocation further
downslope will provide an improved buffer between the trail and the nearby
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residences. _

> Reduce wet spots that exist at several locations along the trail. Waterbars
and/or shallow diversion ditches should be installed upsiope from the wet
areas to reduce the amount of overland flow and seepage. Small boulders
may be placed in the trails to provide passage over minor wet spots. Wooden
.planks may need to be used for larger wet areas. :

> Replace the simple wooden plank across a small ditch in the trail with a more

‘ ‘permanent and safer short section of boardwalk or stones. =~

 FEliminate the short trail that connects the Mohegan Trail with the Lake Residence

Access Road.. This trail brings users too close to the lake resxdence This trail can
be closed off vy tiie use of several brush piles. .

-Sign Maintenance

Install a trail post on the northwest side of the Lake Residence Access Road at the
top of the wooden stairs. This trail post should indicate the Mohegan Trail, and it
should be visible from the frail on the east side of the road.

Install a sign beside the Lake Residence Access Road mdlcatmg that the road leads

. 1o a private residence. This sign should be placed on a tree at least eight feet above

ground level and should be located just north of the trail crossing.

Install a trail post at the point where the Mohegan Trail emerges from the woodland
into the meadow east of the lake. This trail post should indicate the Mohegan Trall
extending across the meadow into the woods to the north.

Move the large Lake Mohcgan Open Space sign from the beginning of the Mohegan

- Trail at the south edge of the parking lot to the main entrance to the parking lot.

Install a new Rules and Regulations sign at the begmmng of the Mohcgan Trail at
the south cdge of thc parkmg lot. -~ :

Other Management Activities

Place a concrete cap on all spring boxes and wells located in this unit. One existing
well with a plywood top is located just east of the Mohegan Trail.

Create or maintain view points at three locations along the Mohegan Trail. Each of
the recommended locations provide views across Lake Mohegan.

> The first, or southernmost view point would be located about 400 feet along
the trail from the Lake Residence Access Road. The view at this point would

e
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be towards the northwest, over the lake and between the Lake Residence and
the Beach Bathhouse/Concession. Only a few trees and branches from other
trees would need to be removed in order to create this view. The overall view
is enhanced because of the presence of an old fence immediately north
(dowmslope) of the trail at this point.
> . A second view point would be located about 900 feet along the trail at the
~ point where the trail takes a sharp bend to the west (toward the lake). The
‘vegetation in this area is sparse. and very little vegetation (pnmanly vines)
removal would be needed to create this view. .
> The third view point already exists and should be maintained and enhanced.
" This view point is located where the Mohegan Trail emerges from the
woodland into the meadow. :

L Repair sections of stone ferices near trail crossings to increase their attractiveness.

e  Remove debris along the property line and at other locations between the Mohegan
Trail and the open space property line.

° Seek to acquire a public right-of-way easement across the vacant lot on Adley Road

(or acquire the lot in fee simple) that presently provides school and neighborhood

-access to the Lake Mohegan Open Space Area. This access point should be for
neighborhood use only. Therefore, only an open space boundary sign should be
erected. In addition, the Conservation Commission should work with neighborhood
residents and the Police Department to restrict parking along this section of Adley .
Road to residents only.

° Develop a college or high school educational field laboratory program associated with
the proposed wetlands enhancement. An intern working in cooperation with the
Conservation Department could develop and help implement detailed plans for the
wetlands enhancement, including removal of debris and spoil material, planting of
wetland species, regulating water levels, and momtormg and documen’ung changes
over tunc .
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'LAKE RESIDENCE MANAGEMENT UNIT
DESCRIPTION OF EX[STING CONDi’IIONS

Location

The Lake Rcsidcnéc Managefncnt Unit is located just east of and upslope from the beach

parking area. The 1.5 acres included in this unit are 8urround¢d by the East Lake and

Mohegan-South Units.

Distinctive Features

The Town-owned lake residence consists of a house and attached three-bay garage. This
structure was originally used as part of the gravel mining operation and is the only structure
remaining from that operation on the open space area. The residence is currently rented
to a Town employee.. A small lawn area is maintained on the north, south and west._mde.s
of the building. Deciduous and evergreen vegetation around.the building largely shield it
from view from other locations on the open space area. Although the residence- and
immediately surrounding area are off-limits to open space users, no signs or fencing clearly

delineate the area intended to be reserved for residential use. A short.section of fence was-

recently erected along the southwestern edge of the lawn area to prevent open space area
users from entering the residence area from the slope east of the parking area.

RECOMMENDATIONS

Management Objeétivw

The primary management objectives for this unit are education and wildlife enhancement.

Vegetation and Wildlife Management

d Avoid expansion of the lawn area beyond the area already converted to lawn.

° Keep limbs trimmed away from the utility lines leading to the residence.

-3
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Trail and Road Management .

® The Lake Residence Access Road should be maintained in its present condition.

Sign Management
(See Eastern 'High Ground south unit for sign affecting the Lake Residence.)’

— - T

Lake residence garage.. Attached living guarters at left {not shown).

Figure 34:
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Other Management Activities

Remove accumulated debris and htter from woods just north and east of the

residence.

Consider conveftmg the current use of the lake residence. Two options appear to
be more appropriate for this site than the present rental arrangement.

> One option is to keep the building as a residence, but make it dvailable to a

Town employee responsible for maintenance and/or enforcement of open.

space areas, including the Lake Mohegan Open Space Area.

> - A second option is to convert the building for use as a maintenance and/or

- educational facﬁlty associated w1th Lakc Mohegan and other open space
areas.

A decision -on the most appropriate use of the lake residence will require
consideration of factors outside the scope of a management plan for a single open
space parcel. Among the factors to be considered are the structural condition of the
building and repair/improvement costs required to continue the building as a

residence; the continued demand for and. Town policies regarding rental of Town- -
owned residences to Town employecs‘ need for a maintenance building by the

Conservation Department; and need for an t:ducanona] facility associated with open
space areas. : . :

Use of the bui]ding as a combination maintenance and educational facility would-

appear to be in the long-term interests of the Conservation Department.

fi
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BEACH AND SWIMMING AREA MANAGEMENT UNIT

DESCRIPTION OF EXISTING CONDITIONS

Location

The Beach and Swimming Area Management Unit is located at the southern end of Lake .
Mohegan. It is-bounded on the north by Lake Mohegan; on the east by the East Lake Unit;
on the South by the Mohegan-South Unit; and on the west by Morehouse Highway. The
parking lot and beach area that comprise this unit total about 5 acres.

Distinctive F eafnres

The large parking lot, sandy beach, children’s recreation area and the building containing
restrooms, bathhouse and concessions are the prominent features of this unit. The parking
lot has capacity for approximately 300 cars. One handicapped parking space is marked.
- The beach, building and children’s play area are all located within -an area surrounded by
a chain-link fence. The gate into this area is normally locked at sunset. A Town water line
~ provides water to the building, and a large 2,500 gallon septic tank and galleries are located
under the parking lot. 'A concrete ramp leads from the gate across the beach and into the
water. Three or four grills'and a couple of picnic tables are located in the grassy area
between the beach and fence. '

Sand has been trucked in to create the sandy beach. Gravel and other materials have been
deposited in the southern portion of the lake to widen the available swimming area and
create a more gradual slope. Still, the swimming area is a narrow crescent extending only
about 25-30 feet into the lake. Life guards are on duty at prescribed hours during the
summer season, and a small boat is kept in the water for emergency use. The area where
the swimming area is located — at the south end of the lake, below the main current and
lake outlet — receives poor water circulation and has occasionally been affected by poor
water quality. Consequently, an underwater circulating pump has been attached to buoys
and installed outside the swimming area to direct moving water into the swimming area.

Fishing from the beach is popular during the non-swimming season.

This entire area is managed by the Park Commission instead of the Conservation
Commission.
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Yegetation

Hemlocks planted along the chain-link fence provide a visual screen between the parking
lot and the beach area. Another row of hemlocks has been planted on top of a small berm
between the parking lot and Morehouse Highway. The children’s play aréa and part of the
area inside the fence are seeded with lawn grass.

- 'I‘ralls and Roads

The onIy road in this unit s thc entry to thc parkmg lot from Morehouse Highway (directly
across from Tahmore Drive). The only trail is the footpath leading across the berm and
between the hemlocks separating the parking lot from Morehouse Highway. A path then
follows the shoulder of the road to the bridge over the Mill River (below the spillway) and
into the grassy area on the north side of the spillway.

Signs

A sign on the fence identifies this area as “Lake Mohegan” and provides information on fees
for residents and non-residents. A handicapped parking sign is located just east of the gate
mto the beach. During the winter a sign is posted indicating that ice skating is prohibited.

RECOMMENDATIONS

Management Objectives

The primary management objective for this unit is active recreation. This area has been
developed and_used for active recreation and should continue in this. use.

Vegetatxon and Wildlife Management

. Crcate islands of vegetation in the southem portlon of the parking lot. Thxs parking
lot (approximately 300 spaces) is large enough to accommodate existing usage at the
beach as well as open space users. The appearance of the lot could be greatly
enhanced by creating two rows of vegetation islands in the lot. Each row could
contain about four vegetation islands. These islands should be planted with a fast
growing ornamental tree such as sugar maple.
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Control vmy/herbaccous growth between the south sxdc of the spillway and the fence
on the northwest side of the beach area.

Trail Maintenance

. An existing trail has developed from the parking lot to Morehouse Highway between

the hemlocks planted betweén the road and the parking lot. The use of this trail
should be recognized and managed since it prov:des access to the area north of the
spx]]way and to the western segment of the Lake Trail Wood chips should be placed
on. this path to encourage use of this one area and avoid development of additional
berm crossings at other areas.

Sign Maintenalice

Relocate the large Lake Mohegan Open Space Area sign from the south edge of the
parking lot to the entrance facing Tahmore Drive.

Install a Kiosk at the northeast corner of the parking area adjacent to the existing
entry point for the eastern segment of the Lake Trail. This Kiosk should be similar
to the one at the Picnic Area and include a trail map, information on the Lake
Mohegan Open Space Area, and rules and regulations.

Other Management Activities

Prohibit use of the parking lot for activities such as training for truck drivers (as
occurred during the winter of 1988-89). These types of activities are inconsistent with
management of the area for open space, passive recreation and wildlife enhancement.

Expand the sw1mmmg area by addmg additional stone, gravel or other clean fill to

_the area off of the current swimming beach.

Upgrade ex:stmg facilities to provxde improved access for the handmcapped. Among
the. changes that could be- made are: :

> Create a ramp extendmg into the’ watcr to provxde for handicapped bathing.

The existing concrete ramp which leads to the .water from the entry gate is
inappropriately located to serve this purpose, because it bisects the beach
area. Eliminate the portion of the existing concrete ramp leading from the
concession building down to the waters edge. Replace this ramp with a
similar ramp extending from the western side of the concession building
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(bathhouse area) down into the water. The ramp should extend into the
water to a depth of about 3 feet and a stop rail should be installed at the base

of the ramp.
. > Retrofit restrooms with handicapped fixtures.
> Modify the height of the counters at the concession area to make them more
accessible to the handicapped.
> Improve the surface on the south side of the building leading to the restrooms,

> Provide additional handlcappcd parking spaces.

Improvc drainage control from the concession building to chmmate or reducc beach
erosion presently caused by runoff from the roof of the concession building.
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Figure 35: B Sign iridncatmg operating hours and fee schedule for the beach and
swimming area at Lake Mohegan.
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TIMETABLE FOR MAINTENANCE ACTIVITIES

" ACTIVITY . | FREQUENCY
Send mformauon/cooperatlon letter to adjacent landowners ............... .. Every 2 Years
Clearandmalntmntrai]s........................,,._ ...... e e ..... Annual
Stock trout in Lake Mohegan and Mill River (DEP) e P e Annual
Remove debris and. trash from boundaries .............. e e Annual
Momngtommntamopenﬁelds.................,._ ....... et Annual
Remove debris and trash from trails ...... e e, Quarterly
Upgrade selected trails to consistent width and surface ........... et e As Needed -
~* Place wood chips on trails for erosion control ... ... e [ "
Install water bars for erosion/wetness control .. .. ....oveeeeeroneenenanannnn.. "
Place stepping stones over wet areas .. ........... e i et e "
FlllmrutSIdepmsmns et eee i a et et a e "
Install/replace railroad tie stcps where needed ........ e [ "
Install/replace{repanr signs (trail name/symbol, intérsection, dxstance, other) ......... "
Clear view areas .........cuiuiniiurmanneninenioenadonaanneaas e "
Blocke:asnngtraﬂstommxmxzeusc ....... .................. "
Install/repair boardwalk over wet areas ........ e R e . "
Install drains under selected trails to permit watercourses to pass under trail . .. ..... : 3
Clear/maintain casting areas around Lake Mohegan and North Pond ............. "
Create fish habitat by felling two trees on western shore of Lake Mohegan ......... "
Stock warmwater fish in North Pond ................. et e "
Mark boundaries with paint and Open Space Signs ..........vvveeennnennn. e "
Instail/maintain Rules and Regulations signs ........ et . "

- Install/maintain Lake Mohegan Open Spacesigns .- . ..v.vvvueennninnnnnnnn... "
Install/maintain gates forvehicleentry . . ... .. ... .. .. L i ., "
Install/maintain measures (trench, stanchion) to prevent vehicle entry- ............. "
Create new clearings by mowing ................ et )
Plant species desirable for food/habitat ........ e e "
Install woodduckboxes ...................... e e e e "
Avoid mowing adjacent to small watercourses . ..............c.iinann... .. "
Create brush piles for wildlife habital ............... ... ..., .. "
Release fruit trees and coniferous trees .. .......... ... ... "

Repairstonefences . ... ... ... .
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CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROJECTS

PROJECT

vflilcp]a-c-e dedgn bridge over Mill River north of Cascades
k Reﬁair/fep]ace spillway ‘ | |
e Dr'edgc lower part 6’[’ C;ascades (within CL&P right-of-way)
Consfmc't- wooden bridge over Mill River at Picnic Arcé
Construct handicapped fishing access point north of spillway |

Deposit gravei fill in lake off of beach area to widen area
of beach and create a more gradual dropoff

Dcv::lop vegetation islands in beach parking lot

Upgrade facilities at beach area to-provide handicapped access

e

ESTIMATED COST

| $1_0,000 - $15,000
$100,000

$25,000

$25,000

$10,000

$10,000
$10,000

$15,000-$30,000
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SUUGGESTED CHECKLIST AND TIMETABLE

FOR CARRYING OUT RECOMMENDED IMPROVEMENTS

YEAR 1 | CONDUCTED BY!
a Information/ooope’rqtionletiertoadjaoent‘propcr.tyowners.......... LT TR o
a Rebhoébridgec}vet_MiIlRivernoﬁhbeaSmdés e CIA
{J . Create off-road parking at PicRiC ATea . .. ... ..ottt ' C/B
a Improvedrainaéeon?icnicAreaAooessRoad .......................... P -
Q. Make changes to Cascades Trail (close off parts of existing trail and create new trail further east ...... C
a Relocate northern section of Nemeth Trail .. ..omeine it eia e eneanannns ST cm
1 Relocate section of Mohegan Trail downslope away from boundary ............ - Ceeiiiiii....CD
a. Close off section of trail connecting Mohegan Trzil to Lake Residence Access Road .......... . . 4D
QO  Relocate section of Mohegan Trail leading downslope to NorthPond . ............... .. . ... e C
0 Fell trees along western shore of Lake Mohegan to create fish habitat ..................... ceee. C
Q Install one, picnic table suitable for bandicapped at pxcmc area and provide access from parking area ... C
)  Install woodduck box in wetland i MErTtt URI « . v o v nee e e e e e e e e e e e C/D
a Imuate discussions with DOT for improving access controls along DOT right-of-way at nonheam end
Of OPEMSPACE AICA . . v v ittt ittt ittt iatas it eeaannassasensassesomensoenensnenans C
(] Initiate discussions with GE for installing access controls at northeast corner of
open space property (cn GE property) . .............. e e et e Cc
2 .Iniﬁéte discussiéns with GE regarding Town acquisition of two remaining small -
parcels of land at northend of openspacearea ... ... ... .o e, e Cc
0 Relocate Iarge'épen space sign from beginning of Mohegan Trail at south edge of beach _
parking lot 1o entry into parking lot opposite Tahmore Drive ........... ... ... .. ... ... ..., .. C
Q Relocate largé_o.pen space sign from loc';m'on at intersection of Old Morehouse Highway and Picnic
' Area Access Road to'south end of Old Morehouse Highway (vehicle entry into open space area) . ... .. Cc
a Improve operan‘oﬁ of level lip dissipator to reduce wet areas on MoheganTrail ................... Cc
a Create one or two view points along Mohegan Trail .......... ... . ... . .. i ... C
0l Relocate large sign at Eastfield Circle to Nemeth entrance . . . ................... e C
! A = Outside Contract B = Other Town Depariment
C = Conscrvation Department D = Voluntcers
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YEAR 2 CONDUCTED BY!

Initiate engineering study to repair/replace Spiltway ... ...coiiiiii ittt C/A
Close off section of trail running south of and paralle] to large gully east of Mill River .............. Cc
Upgrade section of Merritt Trail to create 2 100p « - -« ..vvnuesnnn.. e e c
Upgrade eastern section of Lake Trail to provide for handicapped 20Cess . ... ....ooovnnseernn.. .. c
' Replaoe woodenstcps on Mohegan'[‘raﬂ leading to Lake Res:denoe Access Road B
Initiate study/pro]ect 1o enhance wetland south of beach parking area ............ e U cD
Consult with DOT and GE regarding placement of woodduck boxes in ponds on thelr property and
adjacent to Lake Mohegan Open Spacc Area...... ..., e i e C/D
Initiate discussions wnh property owner rcgardmg access casement across propeny between
openspaceareaand AdleyRoad .......................... e e i P )
Create additional view points along Mohegan Trail. . .......... e i N C
YEAR 3
Install new bridge over Mill River adjacent to Picnic Area ........ S e ... C

Create extension of Lake Trail to the new bridge (suitable for handicapped use); create connection from
new bridge to Woods Road; and close off eroded section of trall between Woods Road and Lake Trail . C

| _ Close off section of trail traversing ndge between Upper Mill River Bridge and North Pond .......... C
Install kiosks at Picnic Area and Beach'Area .................... ..., B R C
Repau'/chlaoe SPIWAY . ... e e A
Upgradc facilities at beach area to provide hand:capped ACCESS .. .ciiiiiaiaa e e ... AB
Install:raﬂpostsondes:gnatedu‘aih e tesaaeseerte e e ..... C
Develop brochure for Lake Mohegan Open Space AT€a . .........ceeuveeivernnennnenn.n... &D

YEAR 4
Deve!opﬁshngacoessforhandncappcdnonhofsplllway ........ e e e, e GB
Upgrade western segment of Lake Trail to provide for handicappedacress ................ .... B
YEAR §
Install restrooms at PiCRiC AFea ... ...ttt e e B/A
Dredge pool below Cascades under CL&P rghtof-way ... . L A

A = Outside Contract B = Othcr Town Department
C = Conservation Department D = Volunicers
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- | ‘Do‘cumén'ts‘ Concerning Use Restrictions on Németh Pafc:;i ....... A-25
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(June 1971) ..................... e . A-33
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" Lnnd hecords and caseinern.s vet (07th in an inelrunient doted L. Y

T 518 081
TO ALL PEOPLE TO WIION THESE PRESENTS SHALL COME, CREETING:
KNOW YE, that we, JOSEVHINE T, GREENAWALT, THOMAS PETER
GREENAWALT, and 5. DUANE GHREENAWALT all of the Town aof Eakl'—hld,
Couunty of Fairflald, Stata of Connaecticut, PAUL CREENA-WALT of the Tows
of Trum\mll, County af Fairfiuld and State of Conr.ec.icnl and THOMAS P,

GREENAWALT THUS‘I‘EE (or Ih. consideraticn u( Oue( Sl 60) D.}llar &nd.

_other valuable cmunderanon- re:cived to our fuN l;luhction of THE TOWN

2. OF FAIRFIBLD, a municipal corporation organized and existing under the

laws of the State of Connecticut, in the Coumty of Fairifeld do give, grant,
bargain, scll and confirm unio the said THC TOWN Or FAIRFULLD, . and

unto jic cucceasors and acaigus furever, all that certaln piece or pavcel

T ol luind, together with the buildiugs and improvernanis therecn, sittate?

in the Town of Falriiclﬁ, County of F{\ir(ield and Dtzte of Conncuiicut,
desceribod on Schedule A annexed hereto and hureby suada a part heveol,

Said premises aru aubject 1o building lines, if evtablielaw, ail

ronivg ordinancod afh.cnr.g waid prumises; casentents i fave: of i

Tuwn ol Faieliald vocorded in Yeluine 507 «i Fage (74 of e Fairfizid

F96T andd n,c.n-dcd in Voluzae 512 at Page 264 ¢! tiue Fairficld Laat st -cerda,
TO HAVE AND TO H4GLD the above granivd cnd barpgainsd prun;iu-u,
with the appurtenanceos therrof, unto it, the vaid grantes, ite enctosensy
and il-ﬁl-il:ﬂu forever, 10 {ta ar.2 their dwa peeper uno and behudd,
AND ALSO, wga, tho s.iv yrantors do {ar ourselves, cuv f2lirs,

exgcuturs and administralore, covenant with thg sald granecy, ite succasacra

asd ewaipna, that at aad until the entoealing of thcun PrLactivh, wa are veull

VTN L natante
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ssized of the promises, 2e.a gco.] ]nd:(uallblo ¢etaia in FEE SIMPLE;

and bave good right to bargain and scll the same in mazonar and forsn La

s above wriiten; and that the eamo is fiee {xrom ul} lncumbrances whatacever,

’

t

¥

i
excspt a8 herainbelore mentioncd.

. ’ AND FURTHERMORE, we, the sald grantars, do by theso presents

.. . o

bind ourstivce and our heirs, exwcutors u\d administrators (oraver to

WARRANT AND DEFEND the abcvo grsntcd and harglln:d premliscs to it,

the sald grantue, its luc:.ilor_; and asslgrs, againet all clalms und demands '
' ’ whatscever, excepr as harelibelore m-ntionc'd.
1 WITNESS WHEKECF, wo have herounto #ct our hauds and scxls

j/ .
lhlllg’ ~day of Sepremibur in Lhe your of nur lord ninsteren hundrod and !

sinty~-evcven, ' ; N/_,jh:_‘_ 7 : ‘ ‘ "]’7& | ‘ .

Sjpncd, Sealed and Deliyered Joup,.im 'I‘ Greenawalt {L.S.}"
in presence of / 3 / — :
- ) / Berme -, —6" t
e <t _Lchv AP IFRP W, N
_Ié«_—:\_. [‘ —é:_‘_.‘_._‘ Tl\un..\n Peter Grevnawait (L. 850

.sfc/’t‘c.; L _/rLr'._»-«»-J

/-’;' 2 L/w- A .-..f

/ _,..-2. ¢ Sy 5. Duane Greenawalt (L.S,)

i f0rd L. Lot ",v<'./..~

ERaul Greenawalt, _ -__‘;___(L. O
Mo P oo b, Pl
, Thamas 1*, Greanawaltl (L.S.}
Truslce
STATE OF CONNECTICUT) : A :

} se. Falrfiald, Septemnber, f?e 1967 i
COUNTY OF FAIRFITLD } :

Personally appearcd JOSIZ l"ﬂl“" T, GREENAWALT, THOLAS PETLR
GCREENAWALT, S, DUANE GUEENAWALT, PAULGPEEWAWALT and
THOMAS P, GREENAWALT, TRUSTIE, cignera and sealars of 1 firogolon

instrument and scknowledged the eame to'be theic frew act and deed, Uelore nve.

/,2’:":2:«:’/

—

Conmunissioner of the Superive Court
ANewrow O, BN




SCUTDULE A

All that certain pluce of parcel of land, with improsements thoroson,

situatad n the Town of Fairfield, County of i".!.rﬁel_d and Siate of Connoc~

ticut, belay two portions of the pramizes known and dosignated as Parcul

157 as shov;n on Asiessor's Map 43, Town of I‘auﬁhld, consisticg of IB.6
acrus, more of less, and being bounded and doscribed as Iollowa:'

‘Beginning at 8 maAUMONt marking the point ol inters>ction of the porthéamterly
rigiit-ol-way lino of Morchouse Highway and the southeasterly 1ina of land now
or forinerly of Paulll. Hcmbock, 3ald southcastarly line of Hornback afuo Loy
ho northwasicrly tne of Lot #é shown on map t;nlnlo_d,’ =Subdiviston fof Josvphine
T. Gicenawalt, Tulrliuld, Gonn,*-duted Septomber 25, 1965, prepased Ly 1he
Huntington Company, Caginears & Surveyows, and on file i the Ollica of the
.!‘airfleld Town Cierk: :

THENCL noitheasturly & diztnnce. ol 7|s>.43 {eet, more or less, along the
southeasteriy hnn of land now o: formerly ol Pavi H. llarnbeck, sald line

also buing the wathwestacly Hne ol Lol 46 on seid map, to a paint ot in=-
tersection with tho soutlwestuily lne of said Paul il. Hornbock: . [

TiICNCE southeasterly & distunce of 403.02 feet, .mora or lesa, along the

. southeasterly line of land now or fcrmerly of Paul H, Homback to a point -

ol intersection with the centerline of Mill River;:

TIULNCE ta & gencrally northerly diruciion slung the cantasiine of Mill River,
as (g twists and turng, o Jistonce of 150C ivet, mose or. legs, to 8 point
of intersectic u with the southeasterly line.of land now of formerly of
Dorsey Wier Dillman, cl al, vaild scutheasterly line of Dillmun aise being
the northwesterly ilne of Lot #% on said map; -

THERCE northeasterly o distance of 275 {fcet, 1aore of Jesy, ailong tho :vomh-
vasterly Hne of ldnd now ot {ormétly of zaid Di)iman lo a point of jniers
section with tha northaasterly line of sald Dullman:

THENGE northerly a dlstanco of 121,21 feot, more or lous along thoe casierly
Itine of ian:d nov or furmerty of caid Dillman to a point of aterseelisn with
the southerly 1..¢ of land now o {ermerly of satd Dithaang .

THENGE casterly a distance of 661.05 feot, more or lusse, along the soutlhiorly
lino of land now of fucmerly of satd Dillman to'a point of interseciion with
tha westerly Nine of land now or tarmiesly of satd Dillman;

THENGE southusly & Jistence of 420.97 tf.et, more orf less, &lcng tho wusierly
lina of land now or {ormerly of sald Dillsan ta 8 puint of {ntarsacticn with
land new or formarly of Jusephine T, Grecnawals;

THENCE running South 66% 59° 10" wust, a distance of i10.0 feet, more or losu,
along itha lund now or lormarly of Joscpulie T, Groonawait, tod pairt;
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THENGE runiag South 232 36° 40 Last, a distenco ot 470.28 feat, mure of
less, rlong 1lse westerly Hna of land now or fermerly of Josephine T, Green=
awalt, to a point of Intersccrion with the nonthecly line of lond now or for-

i morly of Richard P. and Yolanda LAndy:

THENGE westcsly & distance. of 363,37 [eet, moro oF lass, aloag the northerly

: \ine of land now or formerly ol Richatd P. and Yolanda A. Landy, Dunsid A.,

t e R | 18 and Marilya C. McLachren apd Androw S, and Aline C. Bertcla toa point
- of intersection with the easterly liny of Yot 45 also being the westerly Haa

\ of tand now or formecly of Andrew &. and Alins C. Bertola:
P THLNCY woutheasterly a distance of 1672.15 feut, movra or less along the north=
N easterly line of Lots #5 and a4 on said map to a point of jaterscctivn with the
B . posthwestedly line of Jand of the Town ol TatrfiAld knawn o3 Nosth Suratfleld -
L - Schoot, seid northeasterly lue of Lots &S and 41 also being the southwesterly
- : 1ine of Jand pow ur formerty of Andeev: S. and Aline C.. itentola, Siymund and

Laura C.levin, john £ and Clulre [ray, Josenh and Angeliue Splak, Horold-
W, and Mary hemtilard, John C. and Cihel D. Thomaa and the soutlwesterly
1ine of land now or formesly ¢f ‘joceph J. and Blanche O. Broweing and of

- East{icld Estates and of thz ssuthwesterly right=of-way \ina of Wheeler Park
: hveave end the scuthwestusiy tiee of land now of iormerly of Mexunder and
Ithel Mtolnat aud Lester C..and Charlats M. Leuten;

THLNCE running Horth g7% 13° 10" West o distance ot 82.05 lewt, more of less,
along the nortieriy dine of lend now cr formesly of jotephice T. Crrenawalt
i - to a point ¢f Lntersectlon with the wegterty ltne ol land row o formerly of
| Jesephine T. Crecnawalt: : :

! _ THIRGCL ruantag South 20 46° 30" West « distarce of 321.08 feat more or jeis
tea poam; '

THENCE runnin; South 13% 46°.15" Caat & distance of 561,47 (set, moid ¢ luss,
along the vty Hng of land now of funeerly ol Tnsdgaine P, Crepnawalt o
.o u pobnt oI Bntersection with tho southarty lino of Jand now or fonmesrly of
Josuphine T, Cruunswalt; ‘

THLNCE gasterly a distenca of 80.9 feet, more or lcas, aloug the southarly Mno
of iand now or {ormerly of Josephtne T, Greenav-alt to o peint ol intersection
with the northerly terminus of the westerly 1tns ol land now of {ormetly of
Thomas P. Grecnawalt, ¢t ol

THENCGL tu & genoral southerly direction o diitance ol 1,795.31 fect slong the
Cessteriy-llne of Lot #) as shuwn 26 ca1d map, to 3 potat of intersocticn vrith
the noitheaster'v right-of-vway line of Moreshouse Highway, sad easterly )
line of Lct #1 3110 Lelng the westerly line of lands now or fcrmerly ol T. P.
] . ) ‘Grecmualt, et zt, of . D, Greenawrilt, et al, of Josephine T. Greenawalt,
. * of Joseph P, and Rouse A, Kamen, of Litas 5. and Nlizabeth Tyler, of Toyd L.
l f.ershaw, of Thomas F. and Juha G, Rrowna, of Sidney and $ilvia Yronick, of
fussell N, and joyce S, hiilin, ¢! Domenic and Irene R. Correntt, of Stdney
and Basaye Leichtmun, ot Corald £, ond Barbara Gauding, of loscgh R, and
Victoria Bennadetto, of Jerows 3, end Claire B. Schiller, of Raymond ', and
Rebert M, Rosmusien and of Doa Yoot and Suz Chin: end

. THENCE nutthwartorly aleny the fenthensterly right~of-way line of Morc hueuse
i L .. Uiglrway, a distancn of 44+4,20 foet, more of less, (o monument marking
1 oL ‘the point of tntersecticn of ¢atd right-ol-way lne of Morchouse liighway ‘and
- tho southeasterly lne of tand nuw or formesly of Faut H. Hosbeek, (he point
’ . of begluning. :

‘Ruferenco 19 made to a map eutitlod ~subdivisicn for josaphine T.
Croenawalt, Fairftold, Coon. dated Sepiamber 28, 1965, ey, Jan. 3,

1907 preparud by Tha Huntinglon Cowmiany, Engincers and Survayoers,
‘ _Fatrf1ald, Conaucticut, Scalu | tneh = 200 tent,
I Recaived :f);xocm-d Softoaber 20,1UC7 ut 12136 Pl
Attust }_._‘r..( B . -.-‘_x._gu_.__)y,._,___d,\s-.:u.'fo'.lix Clork

U, |
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DEDICATION AGCREEMENT®D

TO ALL PEOPLE TO WHOM THESE PRESENTS SHALL COME, GREETING:

KNOW YE, THAT the TOWN OP FAIRPIELD, a municipal corpora- |
tion specially chartered under the laws of the State of
Connecticut and located within Fairfield County in said State,
hereinafter called "TOWN", has purchased certain land within said

"Town, which land i3 more fully described as follows:

Beginning at a monument marking the point of intersection of

' the northeasterly right-of-way line: ot Morehouses. Highway snd the

southeasterly line of land now or formerly of .Paul H. Hornbeck;

THENCE nbrtheaateﬁly a distance of 716.43 feet, mora or less,
along the southeasterly line of land now or formerly of Paul
H. Hornback for the following courses and distances:

NS’7809,‘ 10"E : 239.36!
NS821140"E . 215.1y!
N56°43: 10"E 261.93

to a point of intersection with the scuthwesterly line of sald
Paul H, Hornbeck; :

" THENCE southeasterly for a course ol South 32°45'50" EZast for a

distance of 403.02 feet, more or less, along the southeasteriy
line of land now or formerly of Paul H. Hornbeck to a point of
intersection with the centerline of Mill River; ’

>THENCE'in a génorélly northarly'direction'élong the centerline of

Mill River, as it twiscts and turns, a distence of 1187 feat,
more or less, to a point of intersaction with the southeasterly
line or land now or formerly of Doraey Wier Dillman, et al,
said point located by the Tie Line running North 7°39'50" East,
for a distance of 1205.69!'; : :

‘THENCE.northeasterly North 51°23'[,0" East for a distance of 275

feet, more or less, along the southaasterly line of land now
or formorly of said Dillman to & point of interaection with the
rortheasterly line of said Dillman; :

'THENCE noxtherly North ,°21'10" West for .a distance of 121.21

fost, more or less, along tho easterly line or land now or
formoerly of said Dillmen to a paint of interscction with the
. southerly line of lana now or formerly of sald Dillman;

THEICE oasterly for a course of North 52°%04'10" Eaat for a
distance of 663.05 reet, more or less, along the southerly line
of land now or formerly of sald Dillman to a point of intor-
section wWith the westorly 1llne of land now or formerly of said
Dillman;

THEMNCE southerlx for a course of South 15°33'00" Zass for a
distance of Y420.97 foot, 1ora or lusd, along the westerly line
of land now or formerly ol sald Dillmen to n point of inter-
section with land now or formerly of Josophino T. Greenawalt;
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THENCE punning South 66059'30" Wost, a distance of 110.0 feet,
more or less, along the land now or formerly of Josephine T.
Greenawalt, to a point; .

THENCE running South 23°36'l/0" West, a distance of 470.28 feet,
more or less, along the westerly line ot* land now or rormerly
{ of Josephine T. Greencwalt, to a point of intersection with
the nortasrly line of land now or formerly of Richard P. and
Yolnnda A Landy,

THENCE weaterly a distance of 363. 87 feet, more or less, aleng
the northerly line of land now or formerly of Richard P. and
Yolanda A, Landy, Donald A., Jr. and Marilyn C. McEachren and
Andrew S, and Aline C. Bertola for the following courses and
distances'

556°38110"W 2. .18
855003140 . 150.66
§53°51,1 20"y 170.73¢

to a point of intersection with the westerly line of land now
or rormerly of  Andrew S. and Aline C-. Bertola. :

THENCE southeasterly a distance of 1675.20 feet, more or less,
‘along thé southwesterly line of land now or formerly of Andrew
S. and Aline C. Bertola, Sigmund and Laura G. Levin, John P.
and Claire Fray, Joseph and Eva Marie Spiak, Harold W. and Mary
Remillard, John C. and Ethel D. Thomas, Eastfield Circle,
Joseph J. Browning, Arlene Norling, the southwesterly right-or'-
way line of Wheeler Park Avenue &and the southwesterly line of
land now or formerly oI Alexander and Ethel Molnar, Anthony P
and Celeste Rodrigues for ths following courses and distances

831°&h'E 1148l
$32°0G'00"E 154. 2!
337945 30"E 85.55!
S33923tL0YE 160, Ut
533%07'4LO"E L63.701.
si2°31'0"E - 91.40!
S17°58110"e  LLL.7y4
83093 r10"= 124.03¢.
834°221 30"E 135.71!
533°13j0"E 155,95
s31°02'10"£ 104.70"

to & point of interasection with the northwesterly iinu of lend
of tho Town of Fairfield known as North Stratfield School

THENCE running North 87°13'10" West a distance of 82 05 fest,
more or lesa, along tha northerly line of lana now or formerly
of Josephine T, Greenawalt to a point of intersection with the
wosterly line of land now or formerly of Josephina T.
Groenawalt;

THENCE running SQuth 2946150" Yost a distance of 321.08 reet,
more or less, poiqt'

THEACE runining Soutn 18°448115" East a di stance of. 581 97 leet,
moroe or-less, along the westerly line of l.und now or formerly
of Josephine T. Groenawalt to a point or intersaction with the
southerly line of land now or formorly of Josephino T.
Groonawalt;
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THENCE easterly for a courss of North 80°00' East for a distance
of 80.0 freet, more or lesas, along the southerly line of land

‘ now or formerly of Joserhine T. Groenawalt to a point -of inter-

section with the westerly line of land now. or’ formerly of Gilio

and Elesnor Ventresca; - S, .

THENCE in a general southerly direction for a distance of 1785.30
feet, more or less, along the westerly line or lands now or
formerly of Gilio & Eleanor Ventresca, of Seba D. & Marian C.
Greenawalt, Josephine T. Greenawalt, of John B. and Corotay J,

Marok, Thomas P. ana Julia G. Browne, Sidney and Sylvia Kronek,
Russell N. ana Joyce S. Martin, Domenic and Irons R, Correnti,
Sidney and Bessye Leitchman, Arlene P. Strom and Jacqueline B,
Latham, Joseph R. ana Victoria Benedetto, William J., .Jr. and
Caroline I. Soracin, Raymond E,, Jr. and Joan L. ‘Rasmussen and
Don Y. Chin, et al, for the following courses and distances:

‘+ Whitmore, Elias S. and Elizabeth Tyler, Aladar G. and Fayo

§2191511Q"E . .263.321
'8 2%0100"W 286,29¢
S 6958130"W - . 138.06!
8 2950:00%W L16.76¢
8259521 ,0"W 680.87 .

to & point of interéection with ﬁne'northeasterly right-of-way
1line of Morehouse Highway; : : .

THENCE northwesterly along the northeasterly right-ot-way line
of Morehouse Highway for a distance of 1621.36 feet, more or
-less, following the following courses &ana distances:

Radius 961.318 Are T72.480
Radius 711.60 . . Are L556.90¢
Nu8°35'w - - S 89.3h
Radius 1050.67 Ar¢e 193.90!
N38°1y 10y , 289.06!
Radius 993.71 _ Arc 163,52
N17°0th0E - 78.7L
N2Le3Y 110" 158.73¢
s8 °15'50”W : 88.69!

THENCE running along the northeasterly right-of-way line of
Morehouse Highway following a stone wall for a distance of 2430
feet, more or lu3ss, to a monument. marking the point of inter-
section of said right-of-way line of Morehouse Highway and the
southeasterly line of land now or formerly of Paui H. Hornbeclk,
the point of beginning.

' Sald promises are more properly described on 4 map en-
titled "South Section, Map Showing 118.6= Acres o1y Land to be
Acquired by the Town of FPairfield, from Josepnine T, Groenawalt,
Falrfield, Connecticut, June 20, 1967, Scale 1" = 100!, Sheot 1
of 2" and on a map entitled "North Section, Map Showing 113.6%F

|l Aeros of Land to be Acquired by tho Town of Fairfisld, from

Josophine T. Greenawalt, Fairfleld, Connecticut, June 20, 1947,
Scale 1" = 100', Sheat 2 of 2." Said map3 are on rile in the
Cffice or the Town Clork, Town of Fairficld,

WHEREAS, the Town intends to use said land fop roecre-
ational and conservation purposes as defined in Soction 7-131¢ of
the Conneotiout Genoral Statutos, Revision of 1958, Revised to

1966; and




i

'thkﬁ-rdcrbational or consarvacion purposes_(as-derined in said . .

. Sectiqn 7 ljlc), oxcept with the approval of the State Council

_ ?-1311 of the Connecticut General Statutes, Revision of 1958

' agninst any person or group of personi on the grounds of raco,

such information requested by the commission concerning the

" employzent practices cnd procecu-es of tho contractor as relate

Ain favor of thﬂ State of Connogcticut and ahnll be binding upon

- the TOWN or FAIRFIELD its successors and assigns.

LvoL 553 fAth,Qfl

WEEREAS, the Town has received a State grnnt-in-aid for

the acquisition of said land for conservation, recreational and

open space purposes.

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration for said grent-in-aid,

the Town covenanta and agrees with the State of Connecticut that

said land shall not be conveyed or cenverted to any use other

on Agriculture and Natural Resources as providad in Section

Revised to 1966.

The ¢ontractor agrees and warrents that in the performence

of” chis contract he- will not discrimiqate or permit discrimation

color,. religion or national origin in any manner prohlbited by
the lawa of the United Statas or of tho State of Connecticut,

and further agrees to provide the civil rlghts commission with

to the provisions of this section.

Said covenants and agrecments shall run with the lend
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IN WITNESS HHER.:.OF, the TOWN OF FAIRFIELD has cauned these
presents to be executed and 11:: seal to be hereunto affixed by

Sl 4 Ui ,tts  Ta Chf ,
hereunto duly authorized, this /S‘"—L day of /4.'.' A, 1968

Signed, Sealed and Delivered ,,,,.,..,,,,,'_
in the Presenca of: TOWN OF F&IRFIELD - .

.

\.'J\ ""'0. -

Q. - ‘.
" T~ . -

Btorend Rewamy Q/L— j/!/’ sl (ZS)

"\, Edvard Boman . R IQ dfm‘,d'"“‘l'—f—c«u—'.—-@-;

N

£t 2 e )// e T \'7 Duly Authorized ’/,['-.....o" <
" ANirginia H.Smith S

STATE OF CONNECTICUT)
: ) ss. Pairfield
COUNTY OF FAIRFIELD )

' On this the 5" day of Cow ., 1968,
. )
before me, _((ZLLM_}\“)“M’QM,,, , tne wndersigned

officax-, personally appeared M}Mm ‘afh...f' ,Sc,ft'cf:,m,,_

ameo and T41i{t1loe)

of the TOWN.OF FAIRFIELD, known to me (or satisfactorily proven)
to be the person described in the foregoing instrument, sand
acknowledged that he executed the 'same in the capacity thersin

atated and for the purposes therein contained.

In WitnessWhereor, I hereuntc set my hand.

- v ,‘[
Vet MO
.‘.\.'. wenren

-anjul\n 5 AW lu‘u;\;:w (LS)

Edna M.Mortimer .
Comisszonmrthc‘tsupennr-court

Notary Public .y Coaumisga- Sxplres Aol 1, 1972
Q 2 .

Re ceive r Record Aygust 15,1969 at 12:51 P.i. ,_'---‘-;(?\g,
Attest }\ . A_oJu. Asst.Towa Clork

~5-
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TO ALL PEOPLE TO WHOM THESE PRESENTS SHALL COME, GRELTING:

ing under the laws of the State of New York, with its principal

KNOW YE, that GENERAL ELECTRIC COMPANY, hereinafter

referred to as the Keleasor, a corporation organizcd and exist-

place of business ‘in the City of New York and State of New

York, acting herein'by E. 8, Weaver , i1ts Manager-

Real Estate and Construction Operation , hereunto duly

‘ o ;
authorized without valuable consideration and as a gift, does

remise, release, and forever QUIT CLAIM unto the TOWN OF

FAIRFIELD, hereinafter referred to as the Releasee, a municipal

corporation located in the Statc of Connecticut, its successors

and assigns forever, all the right, title, interest, claim and

demand whatsoever as it the said Releasor has or ought to have

in or to all that certain parcel of land, except as stated

herein,

"Map of

October

Map #4345

Fairfield by General Electric Company, Scale 1 =100"

20, 1971" prepared by Fuller § Co. and to be filed in

the Fairfield Town Clerk's Office, said parcel of land being

bounded and described ‘as follows:

Beginning at a point on the south. Connecticut High-
way Department taking line of the Merritt Parkway
where it is intersected by the northwest property
line of Joseph Nemeth; thence tunning the follawing

‘courses and distances: N30G° 39' 27"E, 1351.00 feet;

SS0° 200 3I3"E, 209.87 feer; N33° 2' So'm, 603.56
feet; S559° 05' O07"E, 367.07 feet; S02° 06' 53"V,
380.37 feet; S37° 55* SO"E, 127.25 feet; S52° 04
10"W, 478,05 feev; S 34° 2i' 10"L, 121.21 feer;

S
=

located in the Town of Fairfield shown on a map entitled

Survey/of Property in Fairfield, Conn., to be conveyed to

S51° 23' 40"W, 275.00 feet; N18° 29' 14"N, 62.64 fect;

S61° 35' 17"W, 295.00 feet; $59° -27' 22"w, 233.70
feet: N34° 21' 20"W, 20.04 feet; N3I0°® 37' 04"V,

71.30 feet; N34°® 06' 13"W, 31,43 feet; N36° 37' 09"W,

65.16- feer; N59° $9' 31"W, 3.28 feet; N36° 27°' 19"W,




A-12

rvot 587 nceilco
-2 -

13.97 feet; S62° 07' 11"W, 30.78 feetr; S57° 14' 27'W,
211.31 feet; S56° 59' 37"W, 105.69 feet; N37° 36'
29"W, 216.00 fect: 552° 17" 01'w, 148.53 feet; SS57°
28' 27"W, 66.25 feet; S60° 46' 27"W, 16.99 feet to
the point and place of beginning, containing in all
30.00 acres and bounded as follows:

NORTHERLY: . in part by land now or formerly of

General Electric Company and in
part by land now or formerly of
.the Town of Fairfield;

EASTERLY: in part by land now or formerly of
the Town of Fairfield; in part |
by land, now or formerly of Paul
Hornbeck, im part by land now i
or formerly of Joseph Nemeth, and
“in part by land now or formerly
of General Electric Company;

SOUTHERLY: ) in part‘by land now or fornerlyAdi

Paul li. Hornbeck and in part-by |
land now or formerly of Joseph |
Nemeth; : :

WESTERLY: by the Merritt Parkﬁay (Route 15).;

EXCEPTING, the following two parcels which are not
a part of this conveyance: '

Parcel A

Beginning at the first point described above
and running.the following courses and distances:
N30° 39' 27"L, 530.00 feet along the South Connecticut
Highway Department Taking Line of the Merritt Parkway;
thence S22° 08' 30"W, 396.67 feet along property ;
granted herein to the Town of Fairfield; thence :
§52°% 17' 01"W, 48,53 fcet; thence 557° 28' 217"W, 66,25
feet; thence 560° 46' 27"W, 16.99 feet, the last three
courses all along property now or -formerly of Joseph
Nemeth, to the point of beginning. Parcel A contains
approximately 0,348 acres. o ‘ :

Parcel B

Beginning at a point on the South Connecticut
Highway Department Taking Line of the Merritt Parkway
where the said taking line, the property granted '
herein and other property of General Electric Company-
meet and runnaing the following courses and distances:
$59° 20' 33"E, 50.00 feet ‘along other property of - |
General Electric Company, thence §57° 13' 21"W, 111.80
feet along property granted herein; thence N30° 39' |
27"E, 100.00 feet along the said taking line of the
Merritt Parkway to the point of beginning. Parcel B 1
contains approximately 0.057 acre. ,L

1



of the Town of Fairfield that the demised premises will be pre-

A-

7 l1_‘/(". 957 neliia , .
-3- : . ;

TO HAVE AND TO HOLD the premises, with all the

appurtenances, unte the said Releasee and its successors and .

assigns forever; so that nexther the Releascr nor its successor

13

or assxgns nor any other person under it or them shall hereafter ,

have any claim, right or title in or to ‘the premzses, or nny

|
part thereof, but therefrom it'and‘phey are by these presents \

forever barred and excluded.

The purpose of this grant is to assure to the citizens

served in‘its wild and.natural state. In furtherance of'iﬁis'
purpose, the conveyance is expressly subject to the followxng
restr1ct1ons and covenants which shall run wlth the 1and and
be enforced by the Releasor and 1tssuccessors'and assigns and be.
binding upon the Releasee and any successor in title of the
Releasce for a period of fifty (50) years from the date-héréof.
‘1', The premises shall be retained in 1ts natural
and w11d state and shall be dedxcated to the
preservation of the natural beauty and native
fldré and fauna of the premises.
2. -No hunting,_camping,'picnicing, swimming,
boating,'excavation; land f£ill or use of motor
or other vehicles shall be permitted on the premises.
3. It is not intended that failure of the Releaseg
el comply with any of the foregoing restrlctxons or
) covenants shall cause a reversion of this grant, but
Vit is agreed that séid restrictioné-and covenants

may be enforced by injunctive relief.
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, GENLERAL ELECTRIC COMPANY, has

5 1
1974 by . E. 5. Weaver, its Manager-Real.Estate and Con-

§truction Operation, yho hereunto duly sets his hand and the seal

Slgned sealed and de11vered ‘ GENERAL ELECTRIC COMPANY
in the presence. of: ’

)ss. Schenectady
COUNTY OF SCHENECTADY )

==

On this the 30th 'day of ° January . 1971,7beforé
me,r Kenneth R. Picotte the ﬁhdersigned officer, perscnally
appeared - E. S.WEAvmf - who acknowleuged hlmself to
be the . Manager-Real Estate and Construction Operation of

General Electric Company, a qorporation, and that he as such
Mapager-Real Estate and Construction Operation, being authorized
50 to do, executed the foreﬁoing instrument for the purpose
therein comtained, by signing the name of the corporation by
hxmself as HanAger Real Estate and Constructlon Operation ‘ .i
IN WITNESS WHEREOF 1 hereunto set my hand. |

',__ ; ) ’ : -- : /é?{lgfy 7z Eﬁ

. Notary Publlch;,

My commission expires /4/!“/ 30 /?7\/

Raccivcd for Record Hay 10, 1974 af 3:55 P.M.

aset

KENNETH R PICQTI'B .
HNotury T.llle. Stata o1 New York

) Quelibey in Schearctady Ceangy
Attenté?” L el }/( R T e oK o c«{% Uy Commissiva Eisteme Marws 30, 1747

Asst,.Town Clerk L

executed this instrument this 30th day of . January 5 A.D.,l

- 1]
ST By Cat SEU(LLs.)
R.-I.'»Parkes, Jr. . . 1ts Manager-Real Cstute and

: ’ Construction’ Dpefation KR
AR , i
A L 2 'l'ﬂ N
: S A
vV, L., Lopo - o
STATE OF NEW YORK )
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| (lﬁgﬂi}%iﬁu e these rosentsshll Come Oreting: |
| m e, Thal PAUL H. HORNDECK, of the City of Narwalk, County o —

for the considevation of ONE HUNDRED FIFTEEN THOUSAND DOLLARS (§115,000,00), s L *
received to  his  full sattafoctton of TOWN OF FAIRFIELD, a municipal

corporation of the State of Connecticut,

L]
do €8 .rymise, relecss, and forever QUIT CLAIM wnio tha aaid TOWN OF FPAIRFIELD, its B )

auccessors and aasigns,

. . kotraxmmhcurutgex forsver, all the dgh}, title, interest, cloim and demand whotsosver ai '
he, the scid relacsor  have or ought 1o haoe in or 1o

o~ ALL THAT CERTAIN plece or parcel of land situated in the Town of
" Fairfield, County of Fairfield and Stato of Connecticut, bounded
and described as follows: . . _ i

- NORTHERLY: by other land of Paul i, lornbeck for a distance of

N . 981 fecat more or less; and by land, now or formorly, of
tho Town of Falrfield for a distancoe of 332 feet mora
or less:

[ ——

EASTERLY: by land, now or formerly, of the Town of Fairfield (Mill .
River) for a dlstance of 1,167 feet more or less;

SOUTHERLY: by land, now or formerly, of the Town of Fairfield {Lake }
: Mchegan) for a distance of 1,119 fcet more or less; and -

WESTERLYt ‘by Morchouse Highway for a diatance of 204 fcet more or
lecs.

Comprising an arca of 10.4 acres more or less, . s

'_EAID PREMISES gro'conveyed subject to the following:

e m e e e e a1 s o S—

1. Any and all provisions of any ordinance, municlipal regulation, .
or public or private law. B : .

2. Taxna of the Town of Fairficld hercaftor bocoming due and payable i
which the Grantco assumce and agrees to pay, . : ' {

3. FEascmont B0 feot in width {n favor of Tha Connocticut Light and
Powor Company given by Georga A. Sturges et ala, by instrument
dated September 8, 1923 and rocorded in Voluma 114, Pago 208 of
tha Fairfield Land Rocords and shown on Map No. 225 and 1/2 as on
filo in the Fairficld Town Clerk'o Offica and followed by a Grant -

l in favor of sald Company given by Daker and Sturqes dated ] ;

December 20, 1923 and recorded in Volumo 140, Pago 249 of said j :

Land Recordo. - .

p ~ ==

4. such righta as may oxlst {n favor of adjoining ownora and othera ) _
in and to tho watars of Mill Rivar. -
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5. Any asgessment or pending assessments for which a lien or liensg
havz not as yet been filed in the Town Clerk's Office.

6. Suct facts as an accurate survey and/or inspection of l.lid
) presises might disclose.

Co Have aud 10 Hald  ihe premises, with ol the appurtensncer, unte the sid

felemrce , its successors Aaixe and- assigna forever, 10 thal nelther * e, the
Acleasor wor his heirs nor any other perion  under him " of them
shall hereqiur have any claim, right or titla in or 10 the premises, of any part thersof, but thevefrom
ba is and they are by thase presents forever barred and excluded. ] -
3 Witnesis Wherenf, he has g hereunto set his hand  and seal’
thim ' 1st day of June, © A D 1974,
.\';j\}d and Ddirered in presence of ‘ . .
Ri sl Weinatein Paul H. Hornbheck o~

LaeWprifeck . B

?jlg‘lfbfnbcck' Yy

B
&

State of munecticut,

aa. -
Csuuty f FAIRFIELD } Norwalk,

June 1 , A.D. 1074

LPexanally Appeared, PAUL 1. HORNBECK,

Kigner and Scaler  of the foregoing In:{rumcn_{, and acknmolcxfgcd the sama to be his
Prer act and deed -

JfA__h-—-\.:{__ DRRDRUM Fe
Richard 5. Wainatain

Commissioner of the Superior Court

Racelvae (ot Kecord July 17,1974 st 9150 AN,

A::.uxﬂxfal-..f/a»ﬂ;uuda v A;-t.Tm Clerk

- —————

——

et ——
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. WESTERLY: - by HMorchousa 3igh§ay for a distance of s5¢ feet more

_Comprising an aroa.of 2.1 acros moxe or lesng.

2. Taxas &f tho Town of Falrfield hereatter bacoming dua and payablae

‘3. Eancmant 80 feat {n width in favor of Tha Connecticut Light ang

TUTHLANN comivuas o * PAL e -
N-\qu--—-.-\-u-..—.-.n——

'poul 44 CONNICTICUT . QUITCLAIM :
‘-r ‘ n-ﬂd?,;“' .‘!’;{g ""’ﬂ, n 1 ! -_’ ‘ ' -'f'. -
ozt o e Thosets s Come G

?;Qmm' Ur. That gaur.'a.-.yoman;::x. of the City of Norwalk, Cou;.ty
of Fairfield and St;te of COnnece;cut, ) ’

Jor ihe consideration of ONE DCLLAR.($1.00}(aﬂconaideration of less than
100,00 ~ e - . -
'smmd A his Al rasitsfection of TOWN OF FAIRFIELD, a municipal

corporation of tho Stata of Connecticut,

do Qs remu, relsase, and fovever QUIT CLAIM unto the said TOWN OP PAIRPIELD, ita

succassocrs and assigna

Moxcxatexsipme forecer, ol the right, title, interest, claim: ond demand whatiosroer ag
he, the said relessor have or ought to hace in or 10 -

ALL THAT CERTAIN plece 6rrparbel of land sltuategd in the Town of
Fairficld, County of Fairfield and State of Connecticut, bounded
and described as follows: ’ .

HORTHERLY: by land, now or faormerly, -of Joseph Nemecth for a
" distance of 981 feat more or less and by land, now or
- formerly, of tha Town of Pairfield for a distance of
186 fcet more or less; - :

EASTERLY and ’
SOUTHERLY: by other land of Paul H. Hornbeck for a distanco of
’ 1,256 feet more or less; and

. Or less,

SAID PREMISES aro Conveyed subject to the following:

1. Any and all provisiona of any ordinance, municipal reéulntion,
or public or privatao law.: :

vhich the Grantea assumca and agracs to Pay.

Powor Company givan by Ceorge A, Sturgon at ala, by i{ngtrumenc
"datod September 4, 1923 and recorded in Volumo 114, Paga 208 of
tho Fairflcld Land Recorda and shown an Map No. 225 .and 1/2 as on
fila fn tho rafrficld Town €lork's 0ffica and followed by a Grant
in faver of gatd Company qgiven by Baker and Sturges dated
becember 20, 19231 and rccorded in Volumo 149, Paga 249 of gaid
Land Rocordg, o

4. Buch righta ae may exist in faver af-adjoining ownora and othara
in and to thg wators of Mill Rivor.

- ——————— - .

o ———
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S. Any asscssment or pending assessments for which a lien or liena
have not as yet been filed in the Town Clerk's Office.

6. Such facts as an accurate survey and/or inapectlon of said
premises might disclosa.

THE GRANTEE covenants and agrees that the property herein donated
shall remain open space. -

Ta Tuue and ta FHald
[telecsca , its successars stz and assigns forever, ¢0 that ncither  ha, tha
Rclcator . nor his " heirs nor any other person . under . him ot them
shall hoveafter have any clalm, right or itle in or to the premises, or any part thercof, but thercfrom

he is - ond thay ¢re bu these presenis forever barved and exciuded.

© I Wituess herenf,

he has haxechereunto set his hand and scal
this 1sth day _of July, A D. 10 74.
Nigsnd, Seuled and ‘Ilr!irrrnl (A presence af ) i
/ﬁ«,’/ P S
Téhurd S Faul H. Hornbeck \.\9

14a Hornbeck ALY

ﬂ(/ﬂ{( 7/[!,—;//( /{LL£ . o w3

RN

h

State of Counecticnt, ‘55
Luunty of }‘I\IILFIELD Nowalk July 15 , A Downg

I‘cnorm”y /lprmrrd « PAUL U. HORNDECK,

- Signer  and Seaier “of the farcgaing Jusirument, nm{ m:knauvfnfgcd the same ta be his
JSree act and decd .

before me,

,. ..4_’22 Nrocxd%eAhx

tRichard 5. Woinstéin
Comniasioner of the Supcnor Court
Racelvad for lncord Auguet 23, 1974 7;01- AL

Altest ({ sl /(ﬂ TN Rl 1O
Asel. Tpdm Clerk

tho premiscs, with all tha appurtinances, unto the satd

oy

LR eI

e e e i

e e ttbiha 3 8 A A b o Bt kn $ bt n KL 0 72
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‘has purchucd cenaln land wtt.hl.n said Town, which land is more fully described

e haa

tva 658 w765

DEDICATION AGREEMENT

CONNECTICUT OPEN SPACE PROJECT NUMBER 281

TOWN OF FAIRFIELD - THE _ CASCADES:

TO ALL PEOPLE TO (NIOM TIUESE PRESENTS SHALL COME, GAEETING:

XNOW YE, THAT tho TOWN OF _Falrflold » & municipal corporation,

speclally chartered under the lawe of the State of Connecticut. and located

within __ Fairfiald County in said State, horoinafter called “Towi®,

as follows: BRI
Parcel A:

Beginning at a point of lntecvsection of the easterly strect 1ine of Morehouse
Highway and the southerly property line of Joseph Memeth; thoncs in the
following courses and distanccs to the point of beginnings

‘§7* 11' "36" E, 6G0.90 foot, !
J1* 42" 30 W, 139.82 feot,

33° 29* 30" W, 182.00 fecoe,

5a* 29°* 30" E, 50 feoty

74 20° 00" E, 219.61 fcet)

32*% 28* 20" E, 2¢0 fcor;

$7° 31 30" W, 872.69 fcet,

21° 14° 20" W, 50.97 fecc.

eI X

Parcol B:

Beylaning at o polnt of interscction of tha catterly street line of Morehouse
Highway and tha norchuerly property line of land now or formerly of the Town of
Falrficld, known as Lake Mohegan, thenca in the following courses and distances
to tha point of beginning: .

21° 14' 20" W, 203.25 feet,
$7* 31°' 30" W, 872.69 fcet,
32* 28' 10" E, 200 fcoty

74° 20* 00" E, 229.61 tcety
s@® 29' 10" E, 187.88 fcet,
€0 37' 310" E, 176.4 feet,
60* 37° 30" E, 119+ fcec, .

LELTTLonT

Thance southurly along the contar of the Mill River for a distance ot 1,231
feot, more or laoss, .

N 32® 45" 50" W, 40) {cat, morqa or loes,
§ 56* 43' 3Q™ W, 261.93 fcuot,
-8 %a°% 21* 40™ W, 215.14 frex,
3 S7* 09 10 W, 219.26 fcect.

safd parcelu cunialin 12.4w acres, more or less, and ara more fully shown on
msap cntitlcd “Map of Property for The Town of Fairficld, Conn.®, dated Feb.
34, 1975, Scale 1"+100° and proparcd by Tho tluntington Coampany, Engincers and
Surveyors, and (ilod in the Land Rccords of the Town of rairfiald, county of |
Pairtfivld and State of Connecticuc, fildd as map number 4428,

WHEREAS, tho Town intonds to use said land for recreatiocn and conservation
-

purposcs as dafined in Soction T-1llic of the Gonoral Statutas of Connocticut,

Ravialon of 1958, Revised to 1975, as amanded.

o ST, CIE TS SRE TRTTE M ooy

1k
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WHEREAS, the 'roun has rocoived a Stats grant-in-aid tgr tha ‘scquisition
of said land for.conuﬂltioq. recreation and open space purpones,. !

NOM, THEREFORE, l.n' consideration for said grant~-in-aid,’ tM Town covenants
and agreoes with tha State of Connecticut. 'that said land Ml not be conveyed |
or converted to any use othar than vecreation or conservation purposes (as
defined in said Section 7-131c, as amended), sxcept. with the approval by the |
Commissioner of the Department of Environmental Protection as pré\.rided h:. ‘
'Section 7-1311 of tha Gencral Statutas of OConnecticut, Revision of 1958,
Ravised to >19‘.'5. as amended; .

THAT tho sunicipality will erect a placque or ‘sign -pn:‘-ancnt. in naturec on
the subject property which acknowiedgos Land and Water Conlcx;var.lon Pund
Project Assistanco. ' -

The contractor agrees and warrants that in the p-:!orﬁm- of this
contract he will not discriminate or permit discrimination against any person
or group of persons on the grounds of raco, color, roliglous creed, ago,

marital status, natiocaal origin, sex, mental ratardation, or physical dis-

ability, including, but not limited to, blindnoss, unless it is shown by such
contractor that such disability prevents p.:tomnco of the work ianvolved in - |
4Ny mannar prv.;:hibsvr.cd Sy the laws of thu Lalted Stataa ox of tho sState of
Connecticut, and further agreos W provido the Cosmission on Human Rights and
O;;ipo::unicie- with -lu‘;h: intort;aelon requested by 'tha_cgnnilflon"conccminq the
ezployment practices and procedures of the contractor as relate to the provi-
siona of thia scction.

This contract is subjoct to the provisions of Executive Order %o, Threo
of Governor Thowas J. Mcskui promulgated Juna 16, 1971, and, as such, this

contract may be cancelled, terminated oc suspended by the State Labor Coa-

jLuiono: for viclation of or noncomplianca with sald Exccutive Ordax No.

tht.co, 'or any State or Fedaral law concoxning rnondiscriminacion, notwith-

-st.u\dtnqrth'at the Libor Comissioner is nat a party to thim contract. The

parties to thia con:i.nc: as part of the consideration hereof, agree that said

‘Exscutive Order No. Thrae is Llncorporatad herein by refercnce and mada a part

horeof. The partios agroa to abide by said Exocutive Order and agrca that the
State Labor Cormissioncr shall have continuing jurisdiction in respoct to
contract performance in reqard to nond lascrimination, until the contract is

completed or terminated pricr to completion,

A-21
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The contractor .qnas, AS part oou-idetctioa hnx'eot,‘thnt this contract
Ll subject to the Guidc“.neo.nnd Rules issued by the suu Labor C‘C-'L'-.aﬁomr ’
to implomont z.:ecuuw Ordc: Na. Three, and that he will not am::i-uu:. in
his employaent puctice- or policies, will file cll. reporcs as tmixed. and
will fully cooperate with u;e suu of Ctxum:elcur. and t.ha State Labog Comr
misaionar,

This contract {s subject to the provisions of Exacutive Oxder Mo, Sevea-
teoa of Governor Thomas 3. Maskill promslgatcd Pebruary 15, 1973, and, as
such, this con:nce may ba canccued, tarninated or ‘Suspended by th- con-
:netinq agoncy or r.he State Labor Cnnuﬂanr for violation of or nOACOR~
pliance with said Executive Ordes Mo, smntm. notwithatanding that the
Labor Cosmissioner may not b- - patty ta this contract. The pu'th- :o thie
contract, as patt of the conaidcration hareoot, agre. tlut Zxocuein Order NO.
chontcon is incorporatod harain by refarence and nda a pur: hereof. The )
pu-r.hu agroe to A.b.i.do by u!.d Executive Ozdor and aqm thag the coar.ractlnq
agency and tha State Labor Con-luionot shall hav- joint and -sevaral con->
tinulng jurisdiction in réspect to contract portonance in :equ-d to Listing
.u uploymn: oponings \d.th the . cntu\ccdcu: ‘Stats &pley-en: s«rvicn.

S5aid covenants and agreemants shall run with: the land Ln favor ol the Statd

of Connocticut and nhall bo blndi.nq upon tha m - 4 P‘Jl:ﬂcld ¢ Lts

successors and assigns.

IN WITNESS WIEREOF, tha TOWN OF Fairfield has causod thase

prasants . to bo cxccuted and lts seal ta ba hurcunto affixod by. John J.

Sollivan , its Pirst Selcc:mn

' he:'eun:o duly authorized,

this /7 £ day of );»‘/‘u.f/. — 1977

Signed, Scaled and Delivered.

in the prescnce ©TOMWN gt‘r_;.mnm ot _-’, PR
gl / [ I A e R R
2 1 o .—d—{ By P ¥ R AT, L s, L.S.

-John J. Sullivaa., Y
its rirst Selectmnnd” ‘_‘ ,f'; ¢’
Duly Authorizea ~ -7/ 7

F.-\mf- J_D RN

STATE 0!' CQNN-.CTIGH t

81 Town of rairfield
COUNTY OF Pairtia}d (.

.
-

The forogolng inatrumant wase scknowledged bafore ne thias z [ day of

Th(uu\{ R 397‘1, by John J. Sullivan » its Pirst Salectman

of the Town of Fairficld

7)741,“[ (0 /,.-

s On bohalf of tha Town of ratrflq;d {

NOTARY PUBLIC
"/'/ "‘r

Uy coumstion oxmats »m\ \,.w&.J
Racalved {or Recor April 11,1979 et 3130 p.x. _ ) ...-___

) -
a4

A[tlltl( (:. oA “%zqt.'rm Clerk

My Coomission prl.ni-‘,‘ i J .:Z .En‘n_g

-
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TO ALL PEOPLE TO HHOH THUESE PRESENTS SIHALY, COHB,_GREETING:

Know Ye, that'we, ALAN MCKEON and JoiN G, KROZER, Of the Town of Fairfielq,
in the County of Fairfield and State of Conngcticut.'(herein referred to as

OF FAIRPIFLD, in the County Pairfield and the State of Connecticut, (hereip
referred co as thé'Grannee) do give, grant, bargain, sell and convey unto
the said Town of Fairfield: ) :

All thac hettain,piece or parcel of land containing 9.3008 acres or 405,143
square foee,. together wich the buildings and improvemon:s thereon loca;ed
in the Town of Fairfield, County of Pairfield and State of Connecticut
shown and designated as Lot #l on that certain map entitled “Partition Map
of Property 'in Fairfield, Conn. prepared for Alan McKeen ang John G. Krozer
August 13, 1985" -mide by Harry Pidluski of Fuller & Ca., lang surveyors,
Gridgeport, Connecticut, and filed in the office of the Town Clerk of said .
Town of Fairfield as Map 75376, reference being had thereto for a more
parcticular description of saiq premises bounded and described as follows: -

Beihg the same premises conveyed to the grantors herein by Jospeh Nemeth in
a decd exascured by Virgiria n. Smith, his attorney-in-face, on December 29,
1984 ang recorded con December 31, 1984 in Volume 735 ar Page 1115 of the
Fairfield Land Records, ¢xcepeing therefrom Lot 2 shown on said map.

Said Premises are convayed subject to;

l. Taxes on the Grand Liscs of 1984 ang 1985 as they become due apg

payable. .

2.  Any and all provisicng of any ordinance, municipal-r&gulation or public
law. .

3. Resérvacions and easements in deed to the State of Connecticut recorded

Pebruary 5, 1940 jin Volume 172, Page 487.

3. Notice of variance, Fairfield Zoning Board of Appeals, as set foren in
Volumc_GJB, Puge 3138, _ o ) ,

5. Such state of facts as an accurate survey and an. up-to-date inspection
may dl:close, . : :

. Any dSsessments or pending assessmantg for which a lien or liens have
0L as yéeo been fi)og Or recorded in the Town Clerk's Office, .

"o Cenvayance Tax collected

‘ N /}/7
: Ao ! {y . i [ '/t_,
Tewn CiJrx ot Fairfizia™

| l%lro'f AT “]143 P o -
Town of Fairfiq!d' —Le 7 -

L TP
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7. Subject to ‘the Provisions, if applicable, of an} inland/hetlanda or
Coastal wetlandsg o hiscoricayl districe Btatuteas, ordinances, rules ang

regulations.

: P Unrecorded easemants and/or grants, if any.

9. Ueilicy €asements from Mary Erdley to Connecticyt Light ang Power.

Company dateq Sepcember 25, 1923, recorded in Volume 114, Page 280,

To Have and to Holq the above granted apg bargained premises, .With the
Privileges and appurtenances thereof, unto the Grantee and Unto Crantee's

execuccrs,~admin;$cr§;ors. Successors ‘and assigng, Covenant with Grantee
and Gtan:ee's_heirs, successors and assigns, that at and until the

990d indefcasible eSeqea in FEE SIMPLE; and nave 990d right to bargain and
Sell the sams in manner and form as above written; and that the same is
frea from all_encumbrances whatsoever, éxcept as aboye Stated,

and assigng foreve
ed premises to Crantee and Crantce's heirs, Buccessors

and éSsigns 4gainsc all .claims and demandas whatscever, éxcept. ag above .

IN WITNESS HHEREOP,»Gfancors_h5ve hereunto_se:’their hands and seals this
192 day of.November. 19as, Co

Signed, Sealed ang beiivered in

(Seal)

. Alan McKeon

/IZ /‘(//??M_.c_ (Seal)
- C::k// John C. Kroze : :
sy .

STATE OF CONNECTICUT) o o .
' ' ss: _ November 1% , 1985

Personally appeared ALAN MCKEON and JOHN gG. KROZER.‘signers and
Sealers of the forggoing_instrument and acknowledged the Same to be their

free act and deed before me.

ﬁ@,{( M. S .2

. VIR RS /Q..Loaj Hr S—‘\/

Coiundssioner of Superior Court
 RECEIVED FOR RECURD

At TLENR Y T1:43 M, -
/i ‘ 2 s,

MATLING ADDRESS op Crancoee:
Town . of Fairriela ; .
Town Haly

Falofi.r o .

Ay
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GENERAL ELECTRIC COMPANY

FAIAFIELD, CONNECTICUT Oaal
12031 78

JOYCE HERGENHAN.
WEL AREDIOENT

COMPORATE PUBLIC ACLATIONS

October 16, 1985

Honorable Jacquelyn C. Durrell
First Selectman .

- Town of Fairfield
Independence Hall

Fairfield, CT 06430

" Dear Mrs, Durrell:

A short time ago the town informed us that the former Nemeth property
adjacent to the Cascades was being subdivided, and you indicated there was
a possibility that the town could acquire at least a part of the
property. The question arose as to whether we would be interested in

participating in such an acquisition.

This letter will confirm that the General Electric Company is most
willing to provide the $550,000 purchase price for the Town of Fairfield's

proposed acquisition of an additional 8.5 acres of land adjacent to the
Cascades area for the purpose of protecting this land from comnercial
development. The funding for this acquisition complements the GE donation
to the town, approximately a decade ago, of some 30 acres of Cascades '
property which the Company purchased at the time that its corporate
headquarters was built adjacent to the Cascades area.

This gift will be available to you prior to closing of title. The
only condition of this gift is that the town accept a deed from the owners
of the property restricting its use to the open space program of the Town
of Fairfield and incorporating provisions prohibiting hunting, camping,
picnicking, excavation, land fill and the use of motor vehicles for a-
period of forty years. - These provisions shall not prevent initial
improvements and filling that may be necessary to return the property to a
more natural state. .

We understand that, in connection with its purchase of this property,
the town has agreed to remove existing dog runs and to fill in an open
well, and General Electric would be agreeable to making an additional gift
to the Town of Fairfield for this purpose. ‘
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Honorable Jacquelyn C. Durrell
October 16, 1985

Page 2

General Bléctric‘is extremely pleased‘tq be able to participate in the
securing by the Town of Fairfield of an area long designated in the town's
Open Space Plan as a "critical area" to be added to its open space and
wetlands.

. Sincerely, -

Aoy b

bece:Hergenhan
/sg
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November 18, 1985

The Honorable Jacquelyn €. Duzrell
Pirst Selectman _ :
Town of Pairfield

Independence Hall

Fairfield. CT 06430

Deatr Jacky:
On behalf of General Electric cCompany, I'm pleased o
transmit the enclosed check for $550,000 to enable the Town of

Pairfield to acquire the remaining 8.5 acres of undeveloped
land in the Mill River Cascades area. ' ‘

This contridbuytion is subject to those conditions contained
in my October 16, 1985 letter. ‘

The preservation of thig last temaining pazcel of land in
its natural state is a Rutually beneficial undertaking for
General Electric and the citizens of Pairfield, now and in the
future. 1It's also in furthecance of the Pairfield Master Plan
and is the natural complement to the 30 acres of Cascades land
and watezrways donated to.the Town by GE on May ¢, 1974.

The men and women. of General Rlectric are proud of our
association with Pairfield, and We are happy to assist rthe
Town in this unique way.

SinCe:cly.

Joyce Hergenhan )

JH:dma
Eaclosure

CC: P. V. Donovan
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MINUTES OF THE REPRESENTATIVE TOWN HEETING

In accordance with the foregoing Hirning, tHe'regulat meeting of
the Town of Fairfield was held on Monday, October 28, 1985 at Osborn
Hill School, Stillson Road, Fairfield, Connecticut.

The meeting was called to order at 8:10 p.m. by the Moderator,
Mr. Joseph McCee.

The roll was called by the Clerk.
PRESENT: 46 ABSENT: 6 VACANCY: 0-

PRESENT: Bateson, Smakal, McMaster, Toal, Van Der Aue, Kelly,
Kueffner, Milici, Lovejoy, Shannon, Witten, Golger,
Acuna, Broadhead, Cecearelli, Marconi, Stankey, Carter,
Hall, Oderwald, Hanson, Rifkin, Blank, Mastronardi,
Cruss, McCee, Caruso, Strauss, Adams, Usher, Osborne,
Mazzeo, Morrissey, Hiedérmeier, Slane, Howard, Macoy,
Metsopoulos, Anderson, Popkins; Ericsson, Turoczi,
Clark, Lazinger, Phillips, Skroly

ABSENT:  Conway, McHally, Newman, Rasmussen, éupan; Angelo

ITEM NO. 2 ON CALL: APPROVAL OF MINUTES-OP SEPTEMBER 23, 1985,
. SEPTEMBER 30, 1985, AND OCTOBER 2, 1985

Uﬁon motion made, duly seconded and carried vnanimously, the
minuces of the September 23, 1983 meeting were approved as discribured,

Upon mocion made, duly seconded and carried unanimously, the
minutes of the September 30, 1985 meeting were appraved as discributed.’

Upon. motion made, duly seconded and carried unanimousliy, the

minutes of the October 2, 1985 meeting were approved as amended as follows:

Attandance corrections: Newman, Blank and Van Der Aue were present.
‘Page 3, paragraph 3, after Slane should tead Dickman. Pngg'S, paragraph
7 is incomplere.  The second septence should read “She found that there
is a significanc difference in the percentage of electors within each
state assembly discrict population (chey were 62.5%, 63% and 53.72
respectively}, The last sencence should read”.., difference whether
population or electors vas used." Also, page 7, paragraph 1}, it was
Pauline Stankey suggested, not Jean Sturges.

ITEM NO. 3 ON CaLL:. RESOLUTION PROPOSING RATIFICATION, APPROVAL AND

* ADOPTION OP CONTRACT BETWEEN TOWN OF FAIRFIELD AND
LOCAL 1426 INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF FIREFIGHTERS,
AFL-CIO FOR JULY ), 1985 TO JULY 1, 1987

~ Acty. Donal Collimore, duly seconded, moved this item as distributed
with the Call. Ha explained the. contract charges which were underlined
in the distributed contract copies.

* Ses Committes Reporcs, attached herewith

After committee fepor:s and a brief discussion, the item was put
to 3 vote, ; : : ) :

VOTE: The Resolution to racify, approve and adopt the Contract
between the Town of Fairfield and Local 1426 International Association
of Firefightecrs AFL-CIO for July 1, 1985 to July I, 1987 was approved
unanimously by voice vote,

ITEM NO. 4 ON CALL: RESOLUTION TO ACCEPT G.E. CHECK FOR $550,000 FOR
TOWN TO PURCHASE McKEON AND XROZIER PROPERTY OF

8.5 ACRES OF LAND ADJACENT TO THE "CASCADES AREA"
TO PROTECT THIS OPEN SPACE LAND FROM DEVELOPMENT

First Selectman Jacquelyn C, Durrell, duly seconded, moved this item
as distributed wich the Call.




R.T.M. Minutes -2-
Qctober 28, 1985

First Selectman Durrell explained that G.E. initially tried to buy
this property. No one thought the land was buildable. G.E. and the
Town wanted the entire piece. There is a caveat: to remove dog kennels
and open uell be capped. The bid wvas $20,000.00 te do this work. G.E,
will pay thia money. They want -this open space land given to the Toun
with the Nemeth name on it since it was in that family for years. The
cost to the Town in lost taxes will be minimal. Current taxes ars about
$3,000.00 per year. It would be 535,000 if developed,

xSee Committee Reparts attached herewith

Mr. Lovejoy offered ln luendnenc "for the purpose of proteccing
forever :h:s open space...,"

Mr. Ober spoke ogainst the problem of rescrictions and “infinicy"
and questions of enforcement after 50 or 60 years. He said G.E.
had no reversion under any circudscances. ST :

Mr. Witten caucioned against ty1ng'up property “forever."™ He
wants to amend to a condition of 40 years—-concurrent with the other
Cascades lease. -

MOTION: Mr. Laurence Witcen moved to amend "...development, for a

period of 40 years," The amendment, duly seconded, passed unanimously.

The Lovejoy amendment was defeated by this amendment passing.
VOTE: The main motion as amended was carried vnanimously by voice vote.
ITEM NO. 5 ON CALL: ACCEPTANCE OF DOHATION BY GECRGE H. WARD OF LAND

"~ ON MELVILLE DRIVE FOR PARK, RECREATIONAL OR OPEN
SPACE PURPOSES '

First Selectman Jacquelyn C. Durrell, duly saconded, moved this
item as distributed with the Call, : ;

First Selectman Durrell reported that the Board of Selectmen voced
unanimously to accept Chis gift at their September 18th meeting. The
Town Planning andAaning Commission voted to approve this gift at
their Augusc meeting. Mr. Leffert suggested the Town pursue this,

Mr. Thomas Browna, Tax Assessor, has esctimated loss revenue of caxes.

at current rate, to be only $14.00. The legal fees will be about $200.00.

*See Committes Reports attached herewith

Mr. Lovejoy, duly seconded, moved Co amend the resolution "...purposes,

park or open space, and provided that no struéture.be built thereon.”
Ms. Pauline Stankey wondered "if scrucCUre mighc prohibit playground
equipmenc. By unanimous consent “structure” was changed to “building."
Ms. Oderwald wanted to be sure it remains Town-ouned property and not

school-owned. Mrs. Durrell assured her it will belong to and be wmaintained

by the Town. Mr. Slane supgested allowing "educational or recreational-
purposes.as an allowable use." )

VOTE: Mr. Lovejoy's amendment was carried by wmajority voice vote,

HMOTION: Mr. Slane, duly seconded, moved to amend the 6th line to say

used for educational or recreational purposes.™ Mr. Witten felr this
tangles the issues betveen Toun Departments and that the motion should
stand as is. Mr. Slane said that we have restricted other things for
che future and he wants educational purposes to be considered for the
future.

VOTE: Mr. Slane's amendment failed by a 29 nay-10 aye voice vote.

VOTE: The main motion as amended was carried by unanimous volce vore.

J41
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Report of the Finance Committee
to the Meeting of the Fairfield RIM

. 28 October 1985
Hr. Chedrmean, ée- Finance Comittee met on October 2ith in Independence Hall
with members Bateson, Clark, Ericsson, McGee, Metsopoulos, Osborne, Rifkin,
Smakal, Toal, and Witten present; member Lazinger was absent. Also attending

were Selectman Carl Diclman throughout, and for part of the meeting, First -

Selectman Jacquelyn Durrell and Assistant Town Attorney Donal Collimore.

Item 3. Attorney Collimore, the Town Labor Negotiator, presented the two-year
Firefighters' contract. Of the $327,000 estimated first-year incressed cost,
the line-items which will have the most significant impsct are in payroll
-($111,000), Perision ($39,000), and Overtime ($153,000), In the second year
there are slightly larger amounts estimated for Payroll ($117,000) and Pension
($81,000), while overtime will show an additional increase of somwe 326,000,
resulting in an estimated total increase of $194,000. The total impact in the
rirst year is nearly 103, but is slightly over 5% in the Second year, After’
hearing the presentation, the ten comsittee members voted unanimously in favor

_ of the résolution. ’ : : : :

‘Item B, Mr. Dickman presented this item to the Committee, and it evoked a

mainly very favorable response. However, one. member, who lives near another

Falrfield open-space property, felt that the Town does not adequately

supervise such properties, leading in some cases to thelr use by groups who

1itter them with refuse and may sometimes illegally use alcohol and drugs on

them, After discussion, the Committee voted nine in favor of the resolution,

with one abstention.

Item 5. Mrs. Durrell presented this resolution, and during our discussion of
it Hr. and Mrs. George H, Ward were present. The ten Committee-members present
voted unanimously in favor of the resolution and expressed their gratitude to
the Wards for their genercus offer of this space to the Town.

I_tm._ﬁ.. Mr. Dickman recalled the history of the ‘roun"s unsuccessful efforts - e

to find a.suitablé use for the existing Beachside building during more than a
dacade of cwnership. The Committee also: received a letter from Selectman
Funice S. Postol emphasizing her opinion that the proposed demolition, and all
expenditures connected with it and proposed future use of the land for public
parking, should come before sppropriate Town Boards and Committees before
being voted on by the RTH. After discussion,. the Committee voted nine in favor
of the resalution, none opposed, and cne abstaining, with the strong recom-
mendation that Recreation Superintendent Leffert be present tonight to explain

the steps taken to find a use for the building, and to provide assurances that —

no appropriate use can be found for it.

Item 7. Although copies of the Final Revision of the proposed Charter didn't
reach most Conmittee Members until the day of our meeting, mast Members had -
read it and were familiar with its contents. At our meeting, Member Joseph
McGee the RTHM Moderator discussed a letter from the Secretary of the Charter
Commission, dated October 22nd, and which he had only just recelved, which

{neluded the Commission's recommendations of six revisions in the Charter . : ‘ —_
which might be specifically voted on by Fairfield Electors, There followed a

discussion of the pros and cons of calling-a special election to vote on the

Charter, as an alternative to placing it on the ballot for the election of

November, 1986-which, it is antiecipated, will be a.very crowded one with State ' .
of Connecticut items on it in addition to candidates for office, There was
agreement that timing of the ballot is a difficult tssue, and the Committee
decided to leave further discussion of it to the full RTM, rather than present
any specific motion on timing, Mr. McCee also informed the Committee that
Charter Commission members Hiller, Ober, Saxl and Sturges have volunteered to
serve on a committee to develop flnal language for the proposed revisions,
After consideration, the Committee voted nine in favor of the resolution, ncne
opposed, and one abstaining due to fpability to study the final revision

before our meeting. —

Respectfully submittsd,

CQ@'W 7,
Laurence C. Witten II,

Chairman
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""PUBLIC WORKS AND PLANNING COMMITTEE REPORT

. ]
The Public Works and Planning Committee met on October 22,

1985 in Indéependence Hall fircst tloor conference room with four
{4) membera present. :

The members present were McMasters, Usher, Kelly ana
Lovejoy. -

S
Hembers absent were Gross, Hall, Harconl,(EEE}E;;}hillipa,
Neidermier, Morrissey, Supan.

Item 4,

Mrs. Durrell reviewed this item and advised that she. had
negotiated the purchase of the property with General Blectric
and the present owners. General Blectric had tried
unsuccessfully ten years ago to purchase this property from the
Nemeths. General Electric wishes it to remain as open space.

- and, thereforeé, wishes the town to own it with General Electric

paying the full purchase fee of $550,000 -plus additional monies
for the removal of the dogruns and to fill in the well. The
town plans to take title on November 18. The town wi

- restrict the use o the open space program and
Qggﬁxsg;_ﬁuggigg, camping, picnicing, excavation, andfill an

the use of motor vehicles. It was moved and seconded that the
¥ord rforever” Be inserted in the resolution folloving the word
protecting, The reason for this amendment was to forever keep

this property as open apace.

The Committee voted four (4) in favor, none (0) opposed
for the amended resolution.

Item g;

‘Mrs. Durrell advised that Mr, & Mrs. Ward had come to tha
Board of Selectman and wishaed to donate the rear pertion of
their property to the town as it was not needed by them. The
selectman voted to send the item to the RTM and that the
ptoperty would be used for recreational purposes, park or open
space. Mr. Michaelson of the TP&Z, Mr. Leffert of Recreation
and Mr. Brown, Assessor were all in favor of acquiring this
property which amounts to approximately 35,700 square feet.
The Wards have requested that the town pay the legal fees and
survey fees. The resolution was amended with the word
"forever” being placed before the phrase “used for recreational
purposes” and the phrase "and that no atructure be built

thereon” being inserted following the words "open space." The

Pub}ic Works and Planning Committee Report

Committég felt that the property should remain open space

" the amended resolution.

Item 6.
Mrs. Durrell discussed the proposed aemolition of
. . . * the
Beachside bu§ld1ng. Mr. Michaelson had advised the selectman
that no permit was required from TP& 2 for the Beachside

demolition The Park Commission a i
. nd Recreation Boa
vatnd ke Aamaliah rha Pirildiac and e naniara —~=ﬂr?'b°t§

AT
(- R - . . .-
~ | N

Lullidozev.

The nelghbors wish the building to be demclished and the
area not be paved. The site will provide additional

) . ; unpaved
parkxng in the Beach area. 1t was brought to the Committec’'s
attention Fhat in 1975-1976, vhen the town acquired the
propecty, it “as originally intended to demolish the building;
however, the building vas retained for recreational related ’

us¢sa (ie.: recceational equipment starage).

The Committee voted for, none (0) opposcd for the
resolution., - T
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Tluour U, That we, SAFUEL RODERTS, IAMRERCE J, MORZATS ard JERGHES S.
STESERT, &ll of the Town of Fairfield, County of Fairfield ard State
of Connccticut, ' .

for the consideration of ORe  (§1.00) Dollax and other valuable consideraticons
received lo our iull satiafaction of TOWN OF FAIRFIELD, a municipal corpuration

Jocated in tha Statu of Connecticut,
do give, graat, bargain, scll and confirnt umio the said  TOWY OF FAIRFIELD

Those certain two parcels of land located in the Tuwa of Pairfield,

County of Fairfield aznd Stata of conndcticut, shown and decicraced zs
"lorth Meadew Eatatas® suhdi-
Fairfield, Conn. for Samuel Roberts, Juxcrae S.
Siebert and Lzwrence Roberts dated February 13, 1963; on file in the
Fairfield Town Clerk's Office as Map No. 3947, to wiich map raferxerce
is hereby made, both parcels. being bounded and described as follows:

FIRST PARCEL:

-Southerly: by Lot No. 35 as shown on said map, 138.00 feet:

Worthwesterlv: by Canterbury Lane &3 shown on s2id map,

240 Te2t; o ’

by land now or formcrly of Lake Hills Asscec. Inc.,
250 foot. '

said first parcel is triangular in shape and is gubject to &

fifteen foot drainaye cascnent as shown on esaid map.

§TTCUWT DARCT

Northzzly: &y land new or Formerly of Lake Kills Assol. Inc.
v as thown on said map, 249.63 fecos
IR~

Eossarly @0 by Lot Mo, 7 as show:: on saia map, 7.0
Southcnstorly: Ly lox
3C1.75 Io¢
Southuccierly: by
Zurn and Donald and Mavrian Laka, as

maw, 124 Ject,

G ea ~eid

. N

£aid premiuus are subject to:

1. any and all provisions of any oréinascs, manicipal reculalion,
publi: or private Llawv. Tt

2 maues or the List of O~vober 1, 19¢Y and Ozutober 1, 157,

"M Convayaace T oolcuct

O . . R . L.
coenan to et b aboae grasted sed bargained prondses, sith the privil gee cod apiar-

el P, i P the aand grantee
il RezesmNeavecotta abd aaipns fuaer e 3B

e s e

[ fur our sl van,our

NEEARMIS Y wilit sin

rauled
Leu Jarg saccvscors sad dastone, i

e i d L e

y .
[ NNEE LN FN

W e i ahenner Lid dari as Bheds wetidnt and

HES TRY PP (L N S

Fro = frenn ol e niranee s shod oo on, copl e bt st -
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S :.)lmr.v- ,El’hzrru., we have hereunts set cur nhands and

SR+ AY o T .
. (vt Cud L tdd -
Sendd Tnriherioacr,  wn e wid panterg as by thiee presents bind oug asl ves,

s fureaer m wit 8t i) shefend the atene pranted sed baepzined

. .
Gur hews, sdaovvessors aiad as
i LENXK sitazeasts wiith 2aeigion, Lzt oii Claime wnd

ic U s g Alanirn e

-hmamn uh..Jmn VEL AU ua alnive skl
£cals this

"21st - day of June, A. D., 1971.

bc,qul Syuled and Drln.n-d in prescnce of

\, . .. .
i

P =t

S;.mel Robarts?

Ida Faye /

L""/ /'7//; — [SFAL]

/ Law:nm:c 7. Rh’borta

1 \
(-‘-..__k /J /".) ~

; art K\-Lasuu:: N
i R
ALl o e— : —
‘ M““ {SEAL)

—— (SEALY
) /Jeraome $. Sieburt (SEAL.
P
Stale of Launestisal ) o :
Louuty of Fairfield ) ss. Bridgegort,- June 323, A D.1g7)
Periouall) o f’l'“’f"’ Samuel Robtarts, lawrence J, Roberts and
ome,j. ,Sickeo o L L
SIHEFS T }u lerc of A feregoing Iustramens, and .«kuolddgd the 1cme 13 be gnair
[ru =2t and dor, - 7
Lofore wie, . o [_) e MEDDTIRLRCIRIR R
) - ol i Commurrtncr of iy Swporior Court
= RonertL?_Lesaer Joo Pairficld  Zawvsy
ceivad for Racord July 1,297 at §:05 M. :
"’ ’ '
N AR e Tovn Clesl



under authorlty of Sect101s 26 3 and 26 16 of ‘the General Statutes

vor 524 1610 . | R

AGREEHENT

THIS AGREEMENT, made and entered into this i% d.ay of

MARCH, 1968, by and between the TOWN OF FALRFIELD, a municipal

corporation having its territorial limits ‘within the County of

Falrfleld and State of Counnecticut, acting herein by JOHN J., SULLI
VAN, its Flrst Selectman, duly authorized, hereinafter referred to
as “"TOWN", and the STATE OF CONNECTICUT, actlng hereln by

THEODORE B. BAMPTON Director of its BOARD OF FISHERIES AND GAME,

of Connecticut, Revision of 1953, as amended,_herglnafter refgrred

to as "STATE", WI TN ES S E T H:

‘WHEREAS, the S*;'ate is prepared to stock MOHIGAN LAKE which
is owned by the Town and located in the Town of Fairfield, with

gémé fish without charge; and

WHEREAS, the Town shall permit members of the general
-public to fish in said lake and to otherwise use said area wherein

said lake is located. v

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideratioﬁ’of.thé mutual covenants
and promises hereinafter contained, it‘ngﬁereby mutually.agfeed
that:

1. The State shall 'stock Mohigan Lake with game.fish,

2. The Town shall permic»mgmbgrs of the general public

jito fish in said lake and to use. the area.where said lake is located.

3. The Town shall not discriminate against non-
residents with regard to any rTules and/or regulations which it has
heretofore promulgated or may hereafter promuigate.
4., The Town may proaulgate rules and regulations with

respect to the use of said lake and areca. However, the State does
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days written notice.

commissioa with such information requested by the commission con-

not relinquish any rlghts and powers which it may have by statute
and any rules and regulations promulgated by the Town are subJect

-

to said rights and powers of the State,

s. This agreement shall cohéiﬁue in-full force and
effecf unlesélbtherwise terminated, by either party upon sixty (60)

6. The contractor agrees and warrants that in t£e per-
formanée of this contract he will not discriminate or permit dis-
crinin#tiun against any person or group of persons on the grounds
of :gcé, cﬁlor,_;eligion or nétiqndl origin in any manner pro- _;_
hibited by‘fhe laws of the UnitedAStates‘or of the»state of

Connecticut, and further agrees to provide the civil rights

cerning the employment practices and procedure$ of the contractor
as relate to the provisions of this section.

iN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto have hereunto set

their hands and seals and have
executed and their seals to be

first above written.

Signéd, Sealed and Delivered

in the Presean//f:
Z_:M, s 2/ . e 4.:.«_5[
7 ¢ Virginia M. Smith

/_’s.f e * e e —\&—[:—__F‘ﬁ-\_.

Irene Hartman -

Lo 'ﬁr"/ﬁe/m/
- vceyége Q/’H&nCQckA

[ '
4/ d{_‘&’:u 8 b['(‘-’-“/;" gLz e/

Helen B. Neumayer

caused this instrument to be

hereto affixed on the day and year

“,“HIIII;,I

TOWN OF FAzaFIELQLﬂ,- 2

By: 0./4—1 ‘ -
T?h J./SulllVan s Sy DO
Fir¥t .Selectnan, ¢

Duly Authorxzed\ '{":"?

~ fay .
Ty ‘\\

.......

/ /27 OF FISHERIES AND GAME
By jy‘f([nig;5é%;7:_3;-
heodore B. Bampton °
its Director

an

~—(L3)
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STATE OF ‘CONNECTICUT )
<98 ,Fairfield

COUNTY OF PAIRFIELD ) -

On thls the 7th day of MARCH, 1968, before me,

John J. Darcy , the undersigred officer,

personally appeared JOHN J. SULLIVAN, First Selectman of the TOWN
OF FAiRFIELD, known to me (or satisfactorily proven) to be the
pers#n_described in the foregoing instrument, and acknowledged thay
‘ hergxecﬁtéd the same in the capacitg thereiq a;nted énd for the‘
ﬁurpo&es fheréin pontaipea. | | ‘

In Witness Whereof, I hereunto set my hand.

Commlsaloner oZx Superlpr’Court
\l John J. ' Darcy {

STATE OF CONNECTICUT ) , v
' : 8s, Hartford

COUNTY OF BARTFORD ) -

on this the4th  day of MARCH, 1968, before me,

Oopren O Hanenels -, the undersigned officer,

personaily_appeated THEODORE B, BAMPTON, DIRECTOR éf fhe BOARD OF
FisHERiES AND GAME of the STATE OF CONNECTICUT, known to me (or
satisfactorily proven) to be the person described in'the foregoing
instrument, and acknowledged that he executed the same in the
capaCLty thereln stated and for the purposes therein contained,

In Witness Whereof, I hereqn:o set my~hand and offxcxal seal

Amﬁqovrn AS 20 ironn - Gcorzc C. Hancock

& . // P Notary Public
jz/“;lhik.‘ ‘ /(P My Commission Expires: _%/§¢/§/

- Deputy attorncy ugnural

(o2 14 1968/

< I "
Rocoived ror Recard .Margh 20,106A at ‘1:?5'A.H.

Attost //[7._{ 14{./{}{1‘-;% Tavwvn O arl¢ y ) 1

-

-3~
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LIST OF PROPERTY MAPS RELEVANT TO
LAKE MOHEGAN OPEN SPACE AREA

GREENAWALT PARCEL:

‘South Section - Map showmg 118,62 acres of land to be’ acquired by the -

Town of Fairfield from Josephine T. Greenawalt. Fairfield, Connecticut, June
20, 1967. Sheet 1 of 2.

North Section - Map showing 118.6* ‘acres of land to be acqmrcd by the
Town of Fairfield from Josephine T. Greenawalt. Fairfield, Connecticut, June
20, 1967. Sheet 2 of 2.

GENERAL ELECTRIC PARCEL:

Survey of property in Fairfield, Conn., to be purc_hascd-byf General Elcctﬁc
Company June 21, 1971. (Map No. 4345, Town Clerk’s Office)

HORNBECK PARCEL:

Map of property for Town of Fairfield, Fairfield, Coun,, Feb. 24, 1975. (Map
No. 4428, Town _C]erk"s Office)

NEMETH PARCEL:

Partition map of property in Fairfield, Conn. prepared for: Alan McKeon and
John G. Krozer, August 13, 1985. (Map No. 5376, Town Clerk’s Office) -

' NORTH mnow ESTATES:

Subdmsnon of property in Fairfield, Conn. for: Samuel Roberts, Jerome S.
Siebert, & Lawrence Roberts. Feb. 13, 1969. (Map No 3947, Town Clerk’s

‘Office)



Eighty (80) feet for poles, towers and wirss for the transmission of elactric

‘Pairfield, Gounty of Pairfield, State of Gonnecticut, which eaaement _ right:,

Grantors said line continues 3 67° 12' W 482.8 feet to an iron pin in a stone

-or formerly of Joe Nemeth, said iron pin being one mmndrsd twenty-eight {(128)

Town Clerk
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KNOW ALL MEN- BY THESE PRESENTS: THAT WE, GEORGE A.'and MILDRED STURGES, husbandl)

and wife end ALBERT and CATHERINE BAKER, husband snd wife, of the Town of Faip-
field, County of Fairfield, State of Connecticut, in consideration of a valuableé
sum in dollars, received to my, our, full satisfaction of THE CONNECTICUT LIGHT

a corporation chartersd by the.General Aasembly of the Stats of Connecticut ,#
AHD POWER GOMPANY} an easement, privilege, and right of way of the width or

Qurrant, upon, over end acroas the lands of the grantor situate in the Town or

privilege and.right of way 1ia deacribed as follows:~-
Across all of the land of the grantors lying within thirty (30) feet north-
westerly and fifty (50) feat southeasterly of a line desoribed as follows:
The said 1line runs S 670 12' W acroas the praperty now or formerly of the
Elizn Tuttle Estate to an iron pin one and six tenths \1 6) feet west of a
wall forming a boundary between sald property now or rormnrly of the Eliza

Tuttle Estate and property now or formerly of the Mohican Springs Company, said

iron pin being eifhty {80) feet meaaured southeasterly along said wall from its|

intersection with another wall between sald properties. From sald iron pin
sald line continues S 67° 12' W across said property now or formerly of the
Mohican Springs Company across property now or formerly of the Eliza Tuttle
Estate and sgain across pr;perty now or formefly of the Mohican Springs Companv
a total diataﬁce of' one thousand two hundred two and five tenths (1262.5) foet
to a point in the ¢enter line of Mill River; and entering the land of thas

wall forming the boundary between the property of the Grantors and property now

feet measured nbrthﬂeaterly along said wall from the end of the wall; and'leai—
ing the land of the Grantors said line continues S 672 12' W across said proper
now or formerly or Joe Nemeth.

The above bédarings are referred to the true meridian.

The easement,privilege and right of way:hgréin granted, covers any land, or
interest therein, owned by us, within thirty (30) feet northwesterly and fifty
(50) feet aoutheasterly of the above described line, whether such line is, at
the point opposite such land, on my land, on the highway, or on land of some
other partv. -

2 and having 1its principal place of businesas in Waterbury, in the ‘State of Conn

ecticut, do pgive, grant, vargain, sell and confirm unto the sald The Connecticy
Liqht and Power Companv,-

A-39
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Sald rights of way ars more ciearly designated and defined bi A map hérednto
attached and made a part hersof and marked "Location of Right of Way of The
Connecticut Light and Power Company Across the Property of George A. and Mil-
dred Sturges, and Albert and. Catherine Baker, Town of Fairfield, County of
Fairfield, State of Connecticut, Scale: 1 inch= 200 feot August, 19237

Together with the right to enter upon said land and eiect. inspect, operate,
replace, repair and patrol, and permanently maintain on snid right of way,
polesa and towers, with neceaeary conductora, wlrea, cross arms, guy wires and
other usual fixtures and - appurtenances used or adapted tor the transmission of
‘alectric current ror lignt heet, power or any other purpose, and used or
adapted for telephone purposes; » | B
Together also with the right to trim; cut and remove at any and all times such
trees, parts of trees, limbs, brenchee and- underbrush 'ithin or projecting into
the above described right of way as in the judgment of the 5runtee may interfere
with or endanger said ‘poles, towers and wires, or the1r~operation, or with any-
of thelr appurtenancea when -erected; .

Reserving;‘hewever, to ourselves and to our,'heire and:aeeigns, the right to
cultivate the ground betweenlaaid poles nnd-towere and beneaﬁh said elree, pro?
vided that such use shall not interfere with or obstruct the rights herein
granted. _ ] .

TO HAVE AND TO HOLD the said granted and bergeined‘easement} privilege and. right
of way and 1ts appurtenances to said grantee and to- its successors and assigns
forever, to its and their own proper use apd behoof.

And we, the grantors, do hereby coVenan@-and agree for oursslves and our heirs
executors, and administrators, with the grantee and ita Successors end assligns,
that, at and until the ensealing of thase presehte, we are, lawfully selzed of
the above bargaiﬁed-premiaee in fee eimpie, that we, have full right, title

and authorltybto_grnnt'nnd eonvey-the.feregoing riglhts and privilegee, and' we
further, by these preaenta, bind ourselves and our heirs. fcrever to warrant and
defend the same to the suld grantee and to 1ts successors and assigns forever
ageinst all claims and demands whatsocever.

The grantee covenants and agrees {0 pay all taxes that may be assessed or im-
posed on the poles, towers, wires or other fixtures and appurtenances erecfed or
installed hereunder on the premises of the grantors., 7

IN WITNESS WHEREQF, we have hereunto sat my, our, hands and scals, at Fairfield,

onn. this 8th day.of Septsesmber, 1923.

George A. Sturges (Seal)
An the preserice of ) Mildred Sturges (Ssal)
Albert Baker (Seal)

' lorence ¥. Page Catherine Baksp - {Seal)
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Personally appeared before me Georgs A. and Mildred Sturges and Albert &
Catherine Baker; signers and sealers of tha'fofegoing 1nstrumeﬁt and acknowledgsd
the seme to be thelr free act and deed, . h '

{Seal) . Donald Fage Notary Public.
Deacription approved,

C.A. Bush
J.McG. . Engineer.
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The time limited for redemptiocn in saia judgment of roreclpsure has passed
and title to sald premises became absolute in the sald The Fields Mortgage and
Realty Company on ths }Bth'dny or.octbber, 1529, )
‘ ﬁated at Bridgeport, this 13th day of November, 1929, ' T . ' —
The Flields Mortgage agd’ﬂehltj Company

by Edward H. Mussenfeld
Its Attorney

A true copy of the original
Recorded Nov. 15, 1929, o o .
2:07 PM Atteat....1:1:1444.63qi;lsccrq§fav.. ' -

- Agst., Town Clark

v e n
LI I )

"WHEREAS I, Geo. AL Sturges and A. C. Baker of the T§yn of Fairfield, County<
of Fairfield, and State of4Connéctiéut, have heretofor conveyed td The Connecti-
cut Light & Power Company, a right of way over certain land owned by me in sald
Fairfleld,’ and ' ' ' '
F‘Whereas certain trees and shrubbery on my land and adjoining said right of
way, areAuﬁﬁ to be a danger and a menace to the use of sald right of vay by
The Connectlcut Light & Power Company. '
qu,lTheeréréb in conaideration of a valuable sum in dollars.received to my’ —
full satisfaction of the said The Connecticut L;ght & Power Company, I suthorize
and empower aﬁid The Connecticut Light & P0wep_Company to trim, cut and remove
at Any and all timéa such trees, parts of trees, limbs, branches, underprush v
or shrubbery so cdnfiguous to saild right of way, that in the judgment of said
The Connecticut Light & Power Company, may be dangerous to the operation of the
poles, towers.or wires, or any of their appurtenances, on aaid right of way.
Dated at Fairfield this 20th day of Dacember 1923.
o . - Bakter & Sturges by

A.T.Baker . (L.S.) -
State of Connecticut, B ' . ‘

- T 'ss. Fairfield, Dec. 20th, 1923,

County of Fairfield - o . _ —
Personally appeared A.T.Baker, signer and sealer of the foregoing instrumet
end acknowledged the same to be his free act and deed, before me,

Donald Page
Notary Public

A true copy of the original
Recorded Nov. 15, 1929.
2:08 PM ’ Attest... S8 %R RN e,

Aast, Town Clerk
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S LOCATION
S - OF RIGHT OF WAY OF |
THE CONNECTICUT LIGHT AND POWER COMPANY
SO ACROSS THE PROPERTY OF | |
| - JOHN- P WILLIAMS |
.TOWN OF FAIRFIELD : COUNTY OF FAIRFIELD : STATE OF CONNECTICUT
S  scacs 1200 JULY 1923

RN
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| HEREBY CERTIFY THAT TO THK BEST OF : :
MY KNOWLEDGE AND BELIEF THIS MAP 1S : ORAWN BY A,McD.,  TRACED BTAMORRLL,
SUBSTANTIALLY CORRECT, - o : _ _ .- baTE JULY 18,1923, L
p . | . _ , cHeeken G, W, e D, OATE Tfiaf,
' APPROVYED b«.db.. DATE n\_ b -3
REVISION wato.2% \Pu.

m PN L. | |
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v

TOWN OF m..b._D_....mrU : COUNTY OF FAIRFIELD: STATE OF OOZZMQ.GC._.
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APPENDIX B: INVENTORY OF PLANT SPECIES

@  TREES .ottt o e B-2
e VINES AND SHRUBS .. .- oo eee e e B-3
® - WILD FLOWERS ... .. .i.ioitoe e el S, B3
. AQUA'I"IC'PLANTS ........................................... B-5

This p]ant mventory was prepared by the ng s Mark Environmental Review Téam and is
taken from: .

- King’s Mark Envuonmemal Review Team. Lake Mohegan Open Space Area, Fairfield. CT,
Appcndlx C. Plant Inventory November 1987.
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Common Buttercup
Creeping Buttercup

- Common Cattail
- Aster. Arrow Leaved

Aster, Late Purple
Aster. Large Leaf
Aster. New England
Aster. Small Whitewood
Aster, White Wood
Aster. Health
Black-eyed Susan

Burdock

Dandilion, Common
Fleabane. Common
Goldenrod '
Thistle.. Field
Yarrow

‘Commor: Evening Primrose

Bur-cucumber
Mountain Laurel

. Hintergreen -

Japanese Honeysuckle

~Common Milkweed ;

‘Ground Ivy

Common Morning Glory
(Queen Anne'’s Lace
Clover, Red

Clover. White

Clover White Sweet
Partridge Pea '
Pickerelweed
Chickweed

Pokeweed

Cinquefoil. Common
Cinguefoil, Silver
Meadow Sweet

Butter and Egg
Mullen, Common

St. Jdohn's-wort, Common
Horsenettle ‘

Nightshade, Bittersweet

Nightshade, Common
Spotted Touch-me-not
Wood Sorel. Creeping
Wood Sorel, Yellow

" Rapunculus repens
- Typha latifola
. Aster sagittifolius

. A. patens -

Ranunculus acris

macrophylius
novae-angliae
vimineus
divaricatus
A. ericaoides
Rudbeckia hirta
Arctium minus ' —
Taraxacum officinale

Erigeron annuus

A.
A.
A.
A

Solidago sp. -

Cirsium discolor
Achillea millefolium
Oenothera biennis
Sicyos anqulatus
Kalmia latifolia
Gaultheria procumbens
Lonicera japonica ‘ .
Asclepias syriaca

Glecoma hederacea

Ipomoea purpurea

Daucus carota

Trifolium pratense

Melilotus alba

Trifolium repens -
Cassia fasciculata
Pontederia cordata
Stellaria media
Phytolacca americana
Potentilia simplex
Potentilla argentea
Spirea latifolia
Linaria vulaaris
Verbascum thapsus
Hypericum perforatum —
Solanum carlinense
Solanum dulcamara
Solanum nigrum
Impatiens capensis
Oxalis corniculata .
Oxalis stricta




Speckled Alder
Indigo Bush
Ironwood
Bittersweet
Button Bush
Sweet Fern
Sitky Dogwood
St. John‘'s-wort
Mountain Laurel
Common Spice Bush
Honeysuckle
Virgina Creeper
Boston Ivy

. Common Buckhorn

Poison Ivy

Stag Horn Sumac
Multiflora Rose
Red Raspberry
Black Raspberry-
Pussy Willow-

. Common Green Brier
Bitter Nightshade
Meadow Sweet
Lowbush Blueberry
Highbush Blueberry
" Mapleleaf VYiburnum
Northern ‘Arrow Wood
Wild Grape

Broad-Leaved Arrowhead
Jack-in-the-Pulpit
Arrow Arum

Skunk Cabbage

Fragrant Bedstraw
Partridge Berry -
“Rough Bedstraw

Venus Looking Glass
Climbing False Buckwheat
Common Smart Weed
Curled Dock
Long-Bristied Smartweed
Pale Smartweed

Sheep Sorrel

VINES AND SHRUBS

WILD FLOWERS

B3

Alnus rugosa

Amorpha fruticosa
Carpinus caroliniana
Celastrus scandens
Cephalanthus occidentalis
Comptonia peregrina
Cornus " amomum

Hypericum sp.

‘Kalmia latifolia

Lindera benzion .
Lonicera sp.
Parthenocissus quinquefolia

. Parthenocissus tricuspidata

Rhamnus cathartica
Rhus radicans

Rhus typhina

Rosa ‘multiflora
Rubus idaeua .
Rubus occidentalis
Salix discolor
Smilax rotundifolja
Solanum dulcamara
Spiraea sp.
Vaccinium angust1fo11um
Vaccinium corymbosum
Viburnum acerifolium
Viburaum recognitum
Vitis aestivalis

Sagittaria latifolia

Arisaema atrorubens triphyllum

Peltandra virginica
Symplocarpus foetidus
Galium triflorum
Mitchella repens

- Galium asprellum

Specularia perfoliata
Polygonum scandens
Polygonum hydropiper
Rumex crispus
Polygonum cespitosum
Polygonum lapathifolium
Rumex acetosella
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Sugar Maple . _ : Acer saccharum
Japanese Maple . ) Acer palmatumge
Silver Maple - ' ' Acer saccharinum
Red Maple ' : Acer rubrum. )
Striped Maple . Acer pensylvanicum
Tree of -Heaven Ailanthus altissima
Speckled Alder Alnus rugosa
Black Birch S Betuia lenta
Yellow Birch , : Betula lutea
Gray Birch ‘ Betula populifolia
Bitternut. H1ckory v Carya cordiformis
Shagbark Hickory Carya ovata
Mockernut Hickor o : o - Carya tomentosa -
Northern Cata]pay - ’ -.Latalpa speciosa
Flowering Dogwood - Cornus florida
Persimmom : ~ Diospyres virginiana
American Beech - _ Faqus grandifolia
White Ash’ - Fraxinus americana
Common Witch Hazel . Hamamelis virginiana
Red Ceder . Juniperus virginiana
Tulip Tree "Liriodendron tulipifera
Hornbean = Ostrya virginiana
Norway Spruce ~ . Picea albijes .
White Pine ' Pinus strobus
Sycamore : -+ Platanus occidentalis
Cotton Wood- ) ~ Populus deltoides
Quaking Aspen Populus tremuloides
Black Cherry Prunus serotina
Choke Cherry ' ‘ o Prunus virginiana
White QOak ‘ Quercus alba
Red Oak "~ Quercus borealis
Scarlet Qak Quercus coccinea
Chestnut Oak ‘ Quercus montana
Pin Oak Quercus palustris
Black Qak Quercus yelutina
Bristly Locust Robinia hispida
Black Locust Robinia pseudoacacia
Yellowstem Willow Salix alba vitellina
Weeping N1]]ow ' Salix babylonica
Sassafrass Sassafras albidum

_ American. Yew o . Jaxus canadensis .
Arbor Vitae Thuja occidentalis -
Fastern Hemlock - Tsuga canadensis

American Elm oo o : UWmus americana
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AQUATIC PLANTS

Arrow Arum . . * Peltandra virginica’
Cattail. Broadleaf - Typha latifolia
Duckweed. Lesser . Lemna minor
Pickerelweed ] Pontederia cordata

Waterlily. Yellow Nuphar advena







APPENDIX C: INVENTORY OF WILDLIFE SPECIES

® S 5 = R C2
®  AMPHIBIANS ...........iitiinieieenneenannarnaeanaaenns, C-2
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e  BIRDS . ; D N O C3
. MAMMALS ................................................ C-4

This wildlife im)entory was prepared by the King’s Mark Environmental Review Team and
is taken from: '

King’s Mark Environmental Review Team. Lake Mohegan Open Space Area, Fairfield, CT,
Appendix D: Wildlife Inventories. November 1987.
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Blacknose Dace -
Carp

Minnow, Cutlip
Minnow. Bluntnose
Minnow. Fathead
Shiner. Bridled
Shiner. Common

"Shiner. Golden .

Stickleback. Ninespine
Stickelback, Threespine
Bass, Largemouth

Bass Smallmouth

Black Crappie- -

Blue Gill Sunfish
Pumpkinseed-
Red-Breasted Sunfish
White Sucker

Brown Bullhead.

Chain Pickerel
Tesselated Darter
Yellow Perch

Trout, Brook

Trout, Brown

Trout, Rainbow

Frog. Bull
~ Frog. Green

Frog., Pickerel

Frog, Leopard

Frog, Tree
Salamander, Two Lined
Salamander. Redbacked
Toad. American

Turtle, Painted
Turtle, Snapping
Turtle, Spotted
Snake, Garter
Snake, Water

AMPHIBIANS

REPTILES

Rhinichthys atratulus

. Lyprinus carpio

Exoglossum maxillingqua
Pimephales notatus
Pimephales promelas
Notropis bifrenatus
Notropis cornutus
Notemigonus crysoleucas

Pungitius pungitius
Gasterosteus aculeatus
Micropterus salmoides
Micropterus dolomieui

~Pomixis maculatus
Lepomis macrochirus

Lepomis gibbosus
Lepomis aurijtus
Catostomos. commersoni

-Ictalurus nebulosus
Esox niger

Etheostoma olmstedi
Perca flavescens
Salvelinus fontinalis
Salmo trutta

Salmo gairdneri

Rana catesbeiana
R. clamitans

R. palustris

R. pipiens

Hyla sp. .

Eurycea bislineata
Plethodon cinereus
Bufo americanus

Chrystemys picta
Chelydra serpentina
Clemmys quttata
Thamnophis sirtalis
Natrix sipedon




Belted Kingfisher

-Blackbird. Redwing

Cardinal

Catbird -

Chickadee. Black-capped
Cowbird. Brown Headed
Creeper, 8rown

Crow., Common

" Dove, Morning
Dove. Rock

Finch, House

Fiicker., Common
Gnatcatcher., Blue Gray
Goldfinch. American
Grackle, Common
Grouse, Ruffed

Goose, Canada :
Gull. Great Blackback
Hawk. Broadwing -
Hawk, Redtailed

Hawk. Sharp-shinned
Heron, Great Blue

Jay., Blue

Junco, Dark-eyed
Kestrel

Mockingbird

Nuthatch, White Breasted
Ospray

Oven. Bird

Owl. Screech -
Phoebe, Eastern
Redstart, American
Robin

Rufous-side Towhee
Scaup. Greater
Scaup, Lesser
Sparrow. Chipping
Sparrow, Field

.Sparrow, House

Sparrow, Savannah
Sparrow, Song

Sparrow, Swamp

Starling

Swallow,. Barn

Swallow, Tree
Thrasher, Brown
Titmouse, Tuffted
Veery

Vireo, Red-eyed
V¥ireo, White-eyed
Warbler, Black-headed

C-3

<Megacery1e>é1cyon

Agelaius phoeniceus
Richmondena cardinalis
Dumetella carolinensis
Parus atricapillus
Molothrus ater

Certhia familiaris
Corvus brachyrhynchos

Zenaidura macroura

Columba livia

Carpodacus mexicanus

~Colaptes auratus

Polioptila caerulea .

Spinus tristis

Quiscalus quisculus

Bonasa umbellus

Branta canadensis
Larus marinus
Buteo platypterus

Bueto jamaicensis

Accipiter striatus

Ardea herodias

Cyanocitta cristata

- Junco hyemalis

Falco sparvenis
Mimus polyalottos

Sitta carolinensis
Pandion baliaetus
Sejurus. aurocap11]us
Otus asio

Sayornis phoebe
Setophaga ruticilla
Turdus migratorius -
Pipiilo erythroghthalmus
Aythya marila '
Aythya affinis
Spizella passerina
Spizella pusilla
Passer domesticus
Passerculus sandwichensis
Melospiza melodia

Melospiza georgiana -

-Sturnus vulgaris

Hirundo rustica
Iridoprocne bicolor
Toxostoma rufum
Parus bicolor
Catharus fuscescens
Vireo olivaceus

" Vireo griseus

Mniotilta varia
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Warbler, Blue Winged
Warbler. Hooded
Warbler. Yellow

" Woodpecker. Downy

Woodpecker, Hairy
Woodpecker. Red-bellied
Wren. House ‘
Yellowthroat

MAMMAL S

Chipmunk

-Cottontail, Eastern - -

Deer, Whitetail

Mole., Eastern - -

Mole, Starnose

Mouse, Deer

Mouse. Whitefooted
Myotis, Tittle or small brown bat
Opposum -
Pipstrel, Eastern Bat
Raccoon

Skunk.- Striped
Squirrel, Eastern Gray
Woodchuck -

Vermivora pinus
Wilsonia citrina
Dendroica petchia

Dendrocopos pubescens

Dendrocopos villosus
Centurus carolinus
Troglodytes aedon
Geothlypis trichas

Tamias striatus

"Sylvilaqus floridanus

Odocoileus virginiana

" Scalopus aquaticus

Cordylura cristata
Peromyscus maniculatus

Peromyscus leucopus

Myotis sp.

Didelphis marsupialis

"Pipstre11us subfavus

Procyon lotor -

Mephistis mephistis

Sciurus carolinensis

Marmota menax



